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For certain workers there can be a very
real opportunity to encounter venomous
snakes. Any of the following work could
expose individuals to the dangers of
snakes:
• Forestry
• Landscaping and tree trimming
• Grounds keep
• Road construction
• General housekeeping
• Site clearing
• Response to natural disasters

Some of the most common venomous
snakes include rattlesnakes, copperheads,
cottonmouths/water moccasins, and coral
snakes.

In addition, although rare, some workers
with a severe allergy to snake venom may
be at risk of death if bitten.
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OSHA Standard 1926.21(b)(4) says that in job site areas where harmful plants or
animals are present, employees who may be exposed shall be instructed regarding
the potential hazards, and how to avoid injury, and the first aid procedures to be
used in the event of injury.

Cottonmouth (*1)

Rattlesnake (*3)

Copperhead (*2)

Coral (*4)
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➢ Cottonmouth snakes can be large,
usually about four to five feet
long.

➢ Adult cottonmouth snakes have a
dark tan, brown, or nearly black,
skin color usually with black or
dark brown cross bands.

➢ Younger cottonmouth snakes will
often have a more visible cross
banded pattern of brown or
orange with a yellow tail.

➢ Workers may find cottonmouth
snakes in or around water such as
in slow-moving and shallow lakes,
streams, and marshes.
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Cottonmouth (*5)

Cottonmouth (*1)

➢ Cottonmouths can give a painful and even fatal bite.

➢ The cottonmouth snake will defend itself when threatened
and does not scare easily.

➢ When threatened, cottonmouths will stand their ground by
coiling their bodies and displaying their fangs.

➢ Cottonmouth snakes can be found in the Southeastern
states.
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➢ Copperhead snakes vary in color
from reddish to golden tan with
hourglass-shaped colored bands
on their body.

➢ Adult copperheads are usually
18–36 inches long.

➢ Copperheads are often found in
wooded areas, forests, among
rocks, or near sources of water
like swamps, rivers, streams or
ponds.

➢ Copperhead snakes are not
usually aggressive and will often
freeze in place and remain
motionless until the threat
passes.

➢ Workers are more likely to be
bitten when they unknowingly
step on or very close to a
copperhead.

➢ Copperheads can be found in
Eastern states as far west as
Texas.
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➢ Coral snakes have a distinct color
pattern where red bands touch
yellow bands.

➢ A common phrase to remember
how to tell a venomous coral snake
is “Red touches yellow, kill a fellow.
Red touches black, friend of Jack.”

➢ Workers may find coral snakes
hiding in leaf piles or burrows in
the ground.

➢ Coral snakes will almost always
attempt to flee from a threat and
bite only as a last resort.

➢ Coral snakes can be found in
wooded, sandy, or marshy areas of
the Southern United States.

Coral snakes: remember this phrase “Red touches yellow, kill a fellow.
Red touches black, friend of Jack.”(*7, *4))
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Remember these tips to avoid and reduce
dangers from snakes:

➢ Watch where you place your hands and feet
when removing debris and taking care of
housekeeping outside.

➢ Consider wearing heavy gloves especially
when working outdoors and dealing with
brush, leaves, or piles of lumber.

➢ Remember snakes often bite only when
threatened. If you see a snake, step back and
allow it to proceed.

➢ Consider wearing boots at least 10 inches high
especially if working near water areas where
snakes may be present.

➢ If bitten, call 911 immediately!

➢ Pay attention to the color and shape of the
snake’s head to help with treatment. Have
someone take a photo, if possible.

➢ Keep bite victims calm and reduce movement
to slow possible spread of venom.

➢ Lay victim down so bite is below level of the
heart, cover the bite with a clean, dry dressing.

➢ NEVER cut the wound or attempt to suck out
the venom.

➢ Rattlesnakes make a distinct warning sound using
their tails when they feel threatened.

➢ There are many species of rattlesnakes in the
United States and are the most recognizable type
of snake.

➢ Rattlesnakes may be found sunning themselves
near logs, boulders, or open areas.

➢ Found in almost all work areas outdoors,
rattlesnakes can be encountered across the United
States including the mountains, prairies, deserts,
and beaches.

Close-up of  rattlesnake tail with the 
unique warning “rattle”, (*9)

Rattlesnake warning sign 
found in California (*8)
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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