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Often overlooked, injuries and deaths due to bees, spiders and other
insects are a concern that companies should manage as seriously as any
other hazard in the workplace. Fatal on-the-job injuries do occur as a result
of bites and stings from insects and spiders, with the majority of these
deaths from bee stings (BLS.gov).

OSHA Standard 1926.21(b)(4) says that in job site areas where harmful plants or
animals are present, employees who may be exposed shall be instructed regarding
the potential hazards, and how to avoid injury, and the first aid procedures to be
used in the event of injury.
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• Fire ants attack anything that disturbs their mound (nest). Avoid
disturbing their mounds! Fire ants not only bite but also sting. They are
aggressive and inject venom that causes a burning sensation. After being
bitten, red bumps form at the sting site and usually after a day or two
become white fluid-filled pustules. If attacked, leave area immediately
and brush them off with the a gloved hand or by using a cloth.

• When a bee stings, its stinger, the venom sac and other parts of the bee’s
body are pulled out and left behind, killing the bee. Bee stingers should
be removed as soon as possible since the venom sac remains attached
when the bee flies off and can continue injecting venom.

• A wasp retains its stinger and it can sting many times. Wasp stings also
carry a small amount of venom that may cause irritation and infection.
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use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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AVOID AND REDUCE DANGERS FROM BEES, WASPS & FIRE ANTS:

• (*1) Photo Credit – NIOSH Fast Facts: Protecting Yourself from Stinging Insects. http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2010-117/default.html
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• (*9) Photo Credit - coniferconifer. A Wasp with prey. https://www.flickr.com/photos/conifer/14466345489/

• (*10) Photo Credit - Mediband. Mediband.com. http://www.mediband.com/us/styles/styles-bracelets-silicone/allergy-bee-sting-mediband
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 Never stand on ant nests and avoid disturbing their mounds!

 Inspect the work area before starting for signs of bees, wasps, or ants.
Keep work areas clean. Insects may be attracted to discarded food.

 Wear light-colored, smooth-finished clothing to cover as much of the
body as possible.

 The venom from bees and ants can be extremely toxic to some people
and even prove fatal. Seek immediate medical attention if an insect bite
or sting causes severe chest pain, nausea, severe sweating, loss of
breath, serious swelling, or slurred speech.

Example of a silicone medical 
warning bracelet sold by 

www.mediband.com. (*10)

 If workers are aware that they have a severe
allergy to biting or stinging insects they
should consider wearing a medical warning
bracelet or necklace, carry an epinephrine
auto-injector and alert co-workers before
starting the workday.


