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SITE SAFETY  ||  Poisonous Plants

According to OSHA, approximately 85 percent of the general population will
develop an allergy if exposed to poison ivy, oak or sumac. Workers need to
recognize the hazards of and avoid contact with potentially harmful plants.
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OSHA Standard 1926.21(b)(4) says that in job site areas where harmful plants or
animals are present, employees who may be exposed shall be instructed regarding
the potential hazards, and how to avoid injury, and the first aid procedures to be
used in the event of injury.

(*1)
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(*3)

Poison Ivy Rash (*4)

• Preventing contact with harmful plants
is the greatest safety precaution that
workers can take.

• Harmful plants such as poison ivy,
poison oak, and poison sumac release
a harmful oil called urushiol which is
highly allergic to most humans.

• Avoid direct contact with the plant as
well as indirect contact by touching
tools or clothing that has been
contaminated by the oil or sap of the
plant.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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AVOID THE DANGER OF HARMFUL OR POISONOUS PLANTS:

• (*1) Photo Credit – NIOSH Fast Facts. DHHS (NIOSH) Pub 2010–118. http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2010-118/pdfs/2010-118.pdf

• (*3) Photo Credit – Robert Benner. Poison Ivy - Toxicodendron radicans. https://www.flickr.com/photos/mullica/5821076236/

• (*4) Photo Credit – American Academy of Dermatology. https://www.aad.org/dermatology-a-to-z/diseases-and-treatments/m---
p/poison-ivy
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(*5)

• Wear the proper personal protective equipment (PPE) when working
outdoors and in areas where contact with harmful plants is possible.

• Wash tools and clothes with warm soapy water to reduce contact and
spreading of the harmful oil.

• Never burn plants or brush piles that may contain poisonous plants.

• Wash your skin with soap and water if you come in contact with a
poisonous plant.

• Apply wet compresses, calamine lotion, or hydrocortisone cream to the
skin to reduce itching and blistering.

• Avoid scratching and bursting the blisters which can lead to infection.

• If the rash is on the face or genitals, seek medical attention immediately.

• Call emergency services if you have swelling or difficulty breathing, or
have had a severe reaction in the past.

• Report exposure to harmful or poisonous plants; it can be very serious!


