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Kentucky State FACE Report 18KY024

A dump truck operator was transporting crushed rock to fill a sinkhole. When he raised the bed of
the dump truck it made contact with high voltage power lines and the rear tire caught on fire. As he
attempted to exit the vehicle, he stepped off the metal running board while holding onto the side of
the truck and was electrocuted.

Workers nearby were able to pull him away and doused him with a fire extinguisher to put out the
flames on his body, but he did not survive the injuries.

Dump truck operator electrocuted after raised bed contacts overhead power line.

➢ Always survey the site for overhead power lines. Look up!

➢ Conduct a hazard assessment to identify and address potential 
safety hazards, like overhead power lines, before work begins.

➢ All motor vehicles, including dump trucks, must maintain a safe 
distance from overhead power lines at all times.

➢ Ensure that when working near a high voltage overhead power 
line where visibility could be obstructed or clearances difficult to 
determine, an observer (spotter) is used to help the operator 
maintain the required clearance.

➢ All workers should complete training in hazard recognition, the 
avoidance of unsafe conditions, and electrical safe work practices.
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California FACE Report 02CA001

While backing up a 58-ton dump truck to the edge of an embankment where the load was to be
dumped, the operator failed to stop where the signalperson (spotter) indicated 8 feet before the
edge, and the truck continued to travel in reverse. The ground under the rear wheels of the truck
gave way and the truck went over the edge.

After sliding backwards down the hill, the dump truck rolled over, landing on the roof. Workers ran
to remove the driver and he was airlifted to the hospital but pronounced dead shortly thereafter.

Dump truck slid down an embankment and tumbled over, killing the operator.

Berms, when properly installed, should prevent trucks from over-
traveling and over-turning at dumping locations.

➢ Before dump trucks begin operations at the job site, ensure the 
berms are adequately built up in height and width.

As a dump truck operator, if you have limited visibility or are unsure 
about clearance, do not move your vehicle or equipment without a 
spotter.

➢ Always keep the spotter in view. If you lose sight of the spotter, 
or if the spotter stops signaling, stop the truck immediately.

➢ Never attempt to guess what the spotter is trying to 
communicate. If you aren’t sure, stop the truck, park safely, and 
come to an agreement on the hand signals with the spotter.

➢ Move the dump truck slowly and in a controlled manner.
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Kentucky Case Report 05KY036

A dump truck operator stopped along the highway to help another dump truck operator who was
experiencing brake problems. As he was examining the pneumatic brake system at the rear of the
disabled dump truck, the tailgate opened unexpectedly, spilling 400-degree hot asphalt onto him.

The other truck operator tried to free him from the asphalt but severely burned his arms and hands.
Emergency rescuers arrived on the scene and used shovels to extract the victim who was awake but
confused. Before he could be transported, he succumbed to his wounds and died at the scene.

Dump truck operator dies after becoming buried in asphalt.

Trip handles on dump trucks must be kept clean from the 
buildup of asphalt (or other material) residue.

➢ Inspect trip handles after the truck is loaded to ensure 
complete closure.

Tailgate chains can be used to secure the load in the dump 
truck as a backup safety feature in case the tailgate trip 
handle fails.

➢ Chains can be secured before the bed is loaded with 
material, and then released only when the truck is 
prepared to dump the load.

OSHA Standard 1926.601(b)(12) Trip handles for tailgates of dump trucks shall be so arranged that, in dumping, the 
operator will be in the clear.

Brakes and pneumatic lines at the rear of the truck.
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Michigan Case Report 15MI061

When brakes on a dump truck became frozen due to cold winter weather, workers attempted to free
up the system. The truck was on a slight incline, so the back of the front right tire was chocked. The
air brake was released but the truck was still running, was in drive, and no parking brake was set.

One worker crawled underneath the truck and used a small sledgehammer to tap on the brake
drum. When it popped free, the truck rolled forward, going over him, and came to rest across the
street against a wall. Emergency rescuers arrived but the victim was declared dead at the scene.

Dump truck operator was run over when attempting to free frozen brakes.

➢ Develop written standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) for dump truck maintenance in winter 
weather and train applicable personnel.

➢ Only trained and authorized personnel should 
be performing dump truck servicing and 
maintenance activities.

➢ If vehicle servicing is required under the dump 
truck (and that is the only option) the truck 
should be in neutral, turned off, key kept in the 
possession of the driver, and tires chocked.

OSHA Standard 1926.600(a)(3)(ii) Whenever the equipment is parked, the parking brake shall be set. Equipment 
parked on inclines shall have the wheels chocked and the parking brake set.

After rolling away the truck was stopped by a wall.
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Caught-in, crushed-by, tip-over, and back over incidents are also far too common. Operators must be 
trained and authorized before operating any dump truck.

Additional dump truck safety warnings and precautions to keep 
workers safe:

➢ Dump trucks can tip over, especially when driving with the 
bed raised over uneven or soft ground. 

➢ Always clear the areas around the dumping site and have the 
operator lower the bed as soon as possible.

➢ Operators must be protected during loading operations by 
means of a canopy or cab shield.  

➢ If service or maintenance must be done under a raised bed, 
the bed must be supported by a device strong enough to 
support the load. 

➢ To prevent back over fatalities, ensure that backing 
procedures are in place for the use of mobile construction 
vehicles, like dump trucks, a spotter is designated to direct the 
backing, and operators are in communication with the 
workers on the ground.

➢ Workers on foot must remain clear of moving equipment. In 
work zones, staging areas can be planned to minimize backing 
distances for dump trucks.
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address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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• Images shown along with the incident summary are directly from the incident report referenced.
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