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OSHA Standard 1926.859(g) During demolition,
continuing inspections by a competent person shall
be made as the work progresses to detect hazards
resulting from weakened or deteriorated floors, or
walls, or loosened material.

Demolition work involves many of the same 
hazards that are common during construction 
activities, but demolition may also introduce 
additional hazards like:

• Lead-based paint

• Sharp or protruding objects

• Asbestos-containing material

When debris from the demolition is dropped through holes in the floor
without the use of chutes, the area where the material is dropped must be
enclosed with barricades at least 42 inches high and at least 6 feet back
from the projected edges of the opening above.

➢ Warning signs of the hazard of falling material must be posted at each 
level.

➢ Floor openings used for material disposal must not be more than 25% 
of the total floor area.

➢ Material removal on the lower levels is not permitted until all 
demolition operations and debris handling above have stopped.

➢ No material shall be dropped to any point lying outside the exterior 
walls of the structure unless the area is effectively protected.

➢ Floors weakened or otherwise made unsafe by demolition operations 
must be shored to ensure they can safely carry the imposed load from 
the debris.

➢ Retaining walls that demolition debris will be piled against must be 
capable of supporting the potential load.

Good housekeeping during a demolition project.
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Demolition of exterior walls and floors must begin at the top of the 
structure and proceed downward.

➢ When pulling over walls, or portions of walls, all steel members affected 
must have already been cut free.

➢ Masonry walls, or other large sections of masonry, should not fall onto 
the floor in such a way that would exceed the load capabilities of the 
floor.

➢ All walls must be left in a stable condition at the end of each shift. 

➢ Workers are not permitted to work on the top of a wall when weather 
conditions constitute a hazard.

➢ Walkways or ladders must be provided to enable workers to safely 
reach or leave any scaffold or wall.

➢ Walls, which serve as retaining walls to support earth or adjoining 
structures, cannot be demolished until the ground has been properly 
braced or until the structures have been properly underpinned.


