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During demolition projects there may be unknown factors that can pose 
risks to workers such as:

• Changes and modifications that have altered the original design of 
the building

• Materials hidden within structural members like lead, asbestos, silica, 
chemicals, heavy metals, or other hazardous materials that may 
require special handling

• Unknown strengths or weaknesses of damaged materials

• Hazards created by the demolition methods used

OSHA Standard 1926.252(a) Whenever materials are dropped more than 20 feet to
any exterior point of a building, an enclosed chute must be used.

Use enclosed chutes with gates on the discharge end to 
drop demolition material to the ground or into debris 
containers.

➢ A substantial gate must be installed on each chute at 
or near the discharge end. Someone should be 
assigned to control the operation of the gate, and the 
backing and loading of trucks.

➢ When operations are not in progress, the area 
surrounding the discharge end of a chute must be 
securely closed off.

➢ All chute openings must be protected by a substantial 
guardrail about 42 inches above the floor or other 
surface on which the workers stand to dump the 
material. Any space between the chute and the edge 
of openings in the floors through which it passes must 
be solidly covered over.

➢ Where the material is dumped from mechanical 
equipment or wheelbarrows, a securely attached 
toeboard or bumper, at least 4 inches thick and 6 
inches high, must be provided at each chute opening.
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Demolition of exterior walls and floors must begin at the top of the 
structure and proceed downward.

➢ Steel construction must be dismantled column length by column length, 
and tier by tier (columns may be in two-story lengths).

➢ When pulling over walls, or portions of walls, all steel members affected 
must have already been cut free.

➢ Masonry walls, or other large sections of masonry, should not fall onto 
the floor in such a way that would exceed the load capabilities of the 
floor.

➢ Floor openings within 10 feet of any wall being demolished must be 
planked solid, except when workers are kept out of the area below.

➢ During demolition it is critical that the floors be able to withstand the 
weight of the debris, materials, and equipment as the work progresses.

➢ No work is permitted where structural collapse hazards exist until they 
are corrected by shoring, bracing, or other effective means.


