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Review the details of these roofing fall incidents along with the OSHA regulations and 
corresponding safety guidance to understand why these fatalities were preventable.

➢ Roofers must be trained on fall protection 
requirements, including how to wear and 
inspect their equipment for defects.

The investigation revealed that harnesses were available, but no workers were 
wearing fall protection because no anchor points were available. The roof may 
have been slippery due to the light rain.

➢ Before every shift, a worksite hazard assessment should be completed that 
includes environmental conditions.

➢ When employees are exposed to a fall of 6-feet or more above a lower level, 
fall protection must be provided.

Fall protection failure leads to construction worker’s death.

While a roofer was removing shingles from a church roof, he leaned back on the
leading edge of the roof, his rope snapped, and he fell almost 30 feet to the hard dirt
below. He died 20 minutes later in the hospital from injuries sustained from the fall.

Although he was wearing a safety harness, it was not actually considered a personal
protection fall arrest system and he was not tied off properly. The victim’s rope
showed definite signs of aging and deterioration. The rope snapped about 12 inches
from the rope grab. The rope grab and snap hook showed signs of rust.

NIOSH Kentucky Case Report 14KY030

Construction worker dies after 13-foot fall from metal pole barn roof.

The crew had completed the installation of the plywood and felt for the pole barn
roof. Some metal sheeting on one side of the roof had been previously installed.
Weather conditions were misty with light sprinkling.

One of the construction workers was going to build a platform on the side of the roof
that had the metal sheets installed. He was accessing the roof from a lift that was
positioned so he could step from the lift to the roof. While holding onto a sheet of
plywood he stepped from the lift to the roof, took a few steps, slipped, and fell
approximately 13 feet from the roof edge to the packed dirt below.

The worker was taken to the hospital but tragically died from complications related to
the fall about one month later. Michigan Case Report 17MI128

The lanyard 
involved in this 

incident.
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• All images shown along with the incident summary are directly from the incident report referenced.

➢ The anchorage for a fall arrest system must be 
capable of supporting 5,000 pounds per worker 
attached or be designed, installed, and used 
under the supervision of a qualified person, as 
part of a complete personal fall arrest system that 
maintains a safety factor of at least two.

➢ Training should be delivered in a language and at 
a literacy level that workers can understand.

Roofer dies after tragic fall from residential roof.

A crew was working to remove and replace roofing shingles on a home that had
received hail damage. One team member was working alone on the garage roof
while wearing a full body harness with lanyard and rope grab attached to a 50-foot
lifeline. He lost his footing then slipped and slid down the roof, falling more than 13
feet to the concrete driveway. Sadly, he died immediately from his injuries.

The investigation revealed that the personal fall arrest system the worker was
wearing was not rigged correctly, and the anchor point was not installed per the
manufacturer’s instructions and came off the roof during the fatal fall. NIOSH 2012-02

Roof where worker was at the time 
of the incident.


