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In construction, the potential for injury
begins upon arrival at the job site.
Construction hazards can be present even
before a worker exits their vehicle or when
driving around the site.

Workers should practice safe procedures
when driving all types of vehicles and
construction equipment to avoid creating
hazards to themselves and their co-workers.
Backing up equipment or vehicles can be
especially dangerous if workers fail to
follow safe operating procedures.

OSHA Standards 1926 Subpart O - Motor Vehicles, Mechanized Equipment, and Marine Operations cover the
requirements for the following: 1926.600 - Equipment. 1926.601 - Motor vehicles. 1926.602 - Material handling
equipment. 1926.603 - Pile driving equipment. 1926.604 - Site clearing.

A 17-year-old male part-time road
construction laborer (the victim) died when
he was run over by the rear wheels of a
water truck. When the victim arrived at the
work site, his employer asked him to ride
with him in the cab of the water truck.
After riding approximately 10 minutes, the
employer asked him to get out and go to
the rear of the truck to check the fluid
gauge on the tank. The truck continued
moving forward at 3 to 5 miles per hour.
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Seventeen-Year-Old Part-Time Road Construction Laborer 
Dies After Being Run Over by a Water Truck in Indiana

NIOSH In-house FACE Report 2001-10

A coworker, who was driving a tamping roller behind the water truck, saw the victim
get off the back of the moving truck after checking the fluid gauge and walk around
the truck toward the cab on the passenger side. He then saw the victim stop just
before the cab, where he stooped over, leaned under the truck and was run over.
The employer last saw the victim in his driver's side mirror when the victim poked his
head around the tank from his position on the ladder attached to the rear of the
truck. He yelled to the victim to get down and move to the driver's side to get ready
to close an external control under the truck on the driver's side. When the employer
stopped the truck approximately 30 to 45 seconds after last seeing the victim, he
looked back and saw the coworker waving and the victim lying on the road. The
coworker called 911 from his cell phone. Personnel from the county sheriff's
department and county coroner's office responded within minutes and determined
that the victim had sustained fatal head injuries when he was dragged and run over
by the rear wheels of the water truck. The victim was pronounced dead at the scene.
(*2)

Vehicles Causing the Most Backover Fatalities
in order of fatality incidents

Dump Truck
Semi/Tractor Trailer

Truck
Forklift

Garbage Truck
Pick-up Truck

OSHA Integrated Management Information System Data (*1)
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➢ All vehicles that will be used must be inspected to assure
that they are in safe operating condition and free of
apparent damage that could lead to an accident.

➢ Notify the appropriate person and be certain that any
damage or defect is corrected before the vehicle is used.

OSHA Standard 1926.601(b)(14) All
vehicles in use shall be checked at the
beginning of each shift to assure that the
following parts, equipment, and
accessories are in safe operating condition
and free of apparent damage that could
cause failure while in use:
• service brakes, including trailer brake

connections;
• parking system (hand brake);
• emergency stopping system (brakes);
• tires;
• horn;
• steering mechanism;
• coupling devices;
• seat belts;
• operating controls; and
• safety devices.

All defects shall be corrected before the
vehicle is placed in service. These
requirements also apply to equipment
such as
• lights,
• reflectors,
• windshield wipers,
• defrosters,
• fire extinguishers, etc.
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(*4) 

(*3) 

(*5)

(*6) 

➢ Remove from service any
motor vehicle that is
found to be defective or
has faulty safety devices.
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➢ Vehicles to transport employees must
have seats secured for the number of
workers required.

➢ Seat belts must be provided and used
by all workers using vehicles and
earthmoving equipment such as
loaders, dozers, and off-highway
trucks.

➢ Never use a vehicle with a damaged
seatbelt!

OSHA Standard 1926.601(b) says that vehicles used to transport employees shall have seats firmly secured and
adequate for the number of employees to be carried and seat belts and anchorages shall be installed in all motor
vehicles. OSHA Standard 1926.602(a)(2) says that seat belts shall be provided for earthmoving equipment such as
scrapers, loaders, crawler or wheel tractors, bulldozers, off-highway trucks, graders, agricultural and industrial
tractors, and similar equipment.

Many states have strict rules against transporting personnel in the back of a
pickup truck. Always follow regulations and your site’s safety procedures for
transporting co-workers on a site. (*7)
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➢ Prevent backing incidents by making sure back-up alarms are working, checking the area behind
you before reversing, never backing up without having a clear view, and using a highly visible and
well-trained spotter.

DRIVING SAFETY || Driving on Site
Volume 1 Issue 13

Suggested Spotting Signals – OSHA.gov (*8)
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Designated construction entrance. (*10)
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Safety signage at construction entrance.  (*9)

Remember these tips to keep workers safe when
driving on a site:

➢ Use designated construction entrances and
access areas when exiting and entering the
job sites.

➢ Inspect vehicles to assure that they are in
safe operating condition and free of
apparent damage that could lead to an
accident.

➢ Remove from service any motor vehicle that
is found to be defective or has faulty safety
devices.

➢ Seat belts must be provided and used by all
workers using vehicles and earthmoving
equipment such as loaders, dozers, and off-
highway trucks.

➢ Never use a vehicle with a damaged
seatbelt!

➢ Prevent backing incidents by making sure
back-up alarms are working, checking the
area behind you before reversing, never
backing up without having a clear view, and
using a highly visible and well-trained
spotter.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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