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➢ Skin contact with wet cement that is not washed off immediately can
cause inflammation of the skin, referred to as dermatitis, with
symptoms that might include itching, redness, swelling, blisters, scaling
or other changes to the skin.

➢ Cement burns may result in blisters, dead or hardened skin, or black or
green skin. In severe cases, these burns may extend to the bone and
cause disfiguring scars or disability.

Dry cement is less hazardous to the skin because it is not as caustic as wet
cement. However, be aware of cement dust released during bag dumping
or concrete cutting.

➢ When moisture from sweat or wet clothing reacts with cement dust it
can form a caustic solution that will burn the skin.

When emptying bags of cement, workers may be inhaling high levels of
dust which can irritate the nose and throat causing breathing difficulties.

➢ Exposure to airborne dust may cause immediate or delayed irritation of
the eyes. Depending on the level of exposure, effects may range from
redness to chemical burns and blindness.

Wearing proper PPE, including gloves, boots and eye protection, is critical
when working with materials that contain cement, like wet concrete.

➢ Butyl or nitrile gloves (rather than cotton or leather gloves) are
frequently recommended for caustic materials such as cement.

Anyone who works with cement, or products
that contain cement, is at risk of developing
mild to severe skin problems, eye irritation
and symptoms of respiratory distress.

Wet cement can cause caustic burns on the
skin, sometimes referred to as cement burns.
Continuous contact between the skin and
wet concrete allows alkaline compounds to
penetrate and burn the skin. 0002206
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Additional safety precautions to remember when working with cement or 
concrete:

➢ When kneeling on fresh concrete, use a dry board or waterproof 
kneepads to protect knees from the wetness that can soak through 
fabric.

➢ Only mix dry cement in well-ventilated areas.

➢ Change out of any work clothes that become soaked with wet cement
and keep dirty work clothes separate from your street clothes.

➢ Wash areas of the skin that come into contact with wet or dry cement
in clean, cool water as soon as possible. Use a pH-neutral or slightly
acidic soap.

➢ Don’t wash your hands with water from buckets used for cleaning tools.

➢ Where mixing, pouring, or other cement work activities may endanger
the eyes, suitable eye protection must be worn.


