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If safety precautions are not taken seriously, walk-behind saws can be
dangerous. Anyone operating a walk-behind saw must be trained and
authorized before use.

Always wear proper PPE, including eye protection,
when operating any walk-behind saw.

Before using any walk-behind saw, first choose the
correct blade necessary for the job.

• Always use the proper blade rated for the material
you are cutting.

• Ensure the saw blade is clean and sharp. Dull or sticky
blades are more likely to bind up in cuts.

• Remove cracked or damaged saw blades from service.

After starting the engine, open the water valve to apply a wet cut, then
adjust the blade slowly to the ground. The blade will slowly pull the saw
forward. Slowly guide the saw with the cutting guide.

• Do not twist or change direction when making a cut. Making smooth cuts will
ensure you don’t damage or break the blade.

• Stop the engine when leaving any walk-behind saw unattended.

Use the lifting bail and appropriate lifting equipment to ensure the safe
movement or transport of the walk-behind saw.

• Do not use the handlebars or the front pointer as a lifting point.

• Never tow the saw behind a vehicle.

• The saw should never be transported with the blade mounted.

Gas-powered walk-behind saws give off deadly carbon monoxide gas and
should never be used in any area where air flow is restricted.

• Only electric-powered concrete saws should be used in enclosed spaces.

• If a generator powers the electric saw, the generator must be placed
outdoors, well away from the enclosed space.

• Do not remove any instructional, operational or warning stickers or labels
from the saw. If labels become worn or unreadable over time they should be
replaced.
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Using a walk-behind saw to cut masonry, concrete, stone, or other silica-
containing materials can generate respirable crystalline silica dust. When
inhaled, the small particles of silica can irreversibly damage the lungs.

• Wet cutting is an effective method to reduce exposure to silica dust.

• Walk-behind saws should be equipped with an integrated water delivery
system (commercially developed specifically for the type of tool in use) that
continuously feeds water to the blade.

When walk-behind saws are used indoors, or in enclosed areas, additional
exhaust must be provided to minimize visible airborne dust.

• When employees are working outdoors, respiratory protection is not
required for work with walk-behind saws, if proper wet-cutting procedures
are being followed.

• When employees are working indoors, or in an enclosed location, respiratory
protection with a minimum APF of 10 is required when using a walk-behind
saw.

• Clean up any slurry produced during wet cutting to prevent the slurry from drying
and releasing silica dust into the air.


