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To stay safe, golf cart operators must understand the limitations of golf
carts and how they differ from motor vehicles and forklifts.

A golf cart may seem like it’s slow and harmless, but serious injuries can
occur because of unsafe golf cart use. Every year OSHA investigates
injuries, and sometimes fatalities, that occur because of incidents involving
a golf cart.

Most injuries that occur because of a golf 
cart happen when:

• passengers are ejected
• there is a rollover incident
• a collision occurs with another vehicle,

a stationary object or a pedestrian
• passengers are getting into or out of a

moving golf cart
• the driver loses control

➢ Before driving any golf cart, the operator should conduct a pre-trip
safety inspection.

➢ Do not put the golf cart in motion until all passengers are safely seated.

➢ Stunt driving and horseplay are not permitted.

➢ Never operate a golf cart while under the influence of drugs, alcohol, or
any medication or other substance that may cause fatigue or affect
alertness.

➢ Avoid distractions while operating a golf cart. Be safe and attentive. Do
not use a cell phone while operating a golf cart. Do not drive with an
open beverage container or while wearing headphones.

➢ Golf cart drivers should always drive courteously and yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians.

➢ When driving a golf cart, avoid excessive speed, sudden starts or stops,
and fast turns.

➢ Report accidents and damage to a supervisor as soon as possible,
regardless of whether property damage or personal injury occurred.
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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When parking, never leave the keys in an unattended golf cart and make
sure the parking brake is set. Do not park the golf cart in a way that blocks
or limits access to:

• emergency equipment
• fire lanes
• building entrances or exits
• sidewalks or common walkways
• accessibility options, like ramps

➢ Everyone riding in the golf cart must remain seated while the vehicle is
in motion, or about to start moving.

➢ Keep all body parts including hands, legs, and feet inside the golf cart
while it is in motion.

➢ The number of passengers should never exceed the number of seats
available.

➢ No one is allowed to ride while standing in the golf cart or on the back
platform of the vehicle.
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