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Using scaffolds to access hard-to-reach areas is often necessary
for many construction activities. For especially difficult areas
the safest approach may be to use a suspended scaffold.

This safety topic is focused on raising awareness to these three
key areas of safety that pertain to all types of suspended
scaffolds:

➢ Anchorages and Support

➢ Platform and Decking

➢ Stability and Safe Access

According to OSHA, two-point adjustable suspension scaffolds,
also known as swing-stage scaffolds, are perhaps the most
common type of suspended scaffold. These types of scaffolds
are usually hung by rope or cables connected to stirrups at each
end of a platform and allow the workers to be raised and
lowered to reach various work locations.

Most suspended scaffolds must meet basic OSHA regulatory
requirements however, it is always important to follow the
regulations for the specific type of suspended scaffold. In
addition, workers must be trained and familiar with the
precautions and manufacturer’s operating procedures for the
specific model and brand of scaffolding systems they are using
at their site.Worker on this suspended scaffold does 

not have adequate fall protection.



© Weeklysafety.com, LLC 2

FALL PROTECTION || Suspended Scaffolds
Volume 1 Issue 109

OSHA Standard 1926.451(a)(4) Each suspension rope, including connecting hardware, used on adjustable
suspension scaffolds shall be capable of supporting, without failure, at least 6 times the maximum intended load
applied or transmitted to that rope with the scaffold operating at either the rated load of the hoist, or 2 (minimum)
times the stall load of the hoist, whichever is greater.
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The first step to ensuring worker safety when using suspended scaffolds is to start with a sound and
secure anchorage system. The anchorage is critical because it holds the weight of the workers, their
tools, and supplies as well as the entire platform, the cables, and the hoists being used to operate the
suspended scaffold.

➢ Workers must ensure that the surface or roof they use to
anchor to is strong enough to support the suspended
scaffold.

➢ Suspension scaffold outrigger beams, cornice hooks,
parapet clamps, and similar devices, must rest on
surfaces capable of supporting at least 4 times the load
imposed on them by the scaffold, operating at the rated
load of the hoist.

➢ All components used as part of the scaffold must also be
able to support the workers and scaffold itself.

➢ Suspension ropes, including connecting hardware, used
on suspension scaffolds must be capable of supporting at
least 6 times the maximum intended load applied.

Suspended scaffold with parapet hooks and 
rope tiebacks. Poor housekeeping on the site 
with potential trip hazards.
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OSHA Standard 1926.451(d)(2) Suspension scaffold outrigger
beams, when used, shall be made of structural metal or equivalent
strength material, and shall be restrained to prevent movement.

Suspended scaffold outrigger beams must be stabilized to
the supporting surface using counterweights or bolts or
direct connections to the floor or deck.

➢ Counterweights must be secured by mechanical means
to the outrigger beams to prevent accidental
displacement.

➢ Only items specifically designed as counterweights may
be used to counterweight scaffold systems.

➢ Never use masonry units, rolls of roofing felt, and other
similar construction materials as counterweights.

➢ Counterweights can not be made of flowable materials
such as sand, gravel, and similar materials that can shift,
move, or easily be dislocated.

➢ Never remove counterweights from an outrigger beam
until the scaffold is disassembled.

➢ Outrigger beams that do not use counterweights must
be installed and secured on the roof structure with
devices specifically designed for that purpose.

Outrigger with an inadequate counterweight 
on top of an extension cord.

Example of an outrigger beam. 0002145
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OSHA Standard 1926.451(f)(14) Makeshift
devices, such as but not limited to boxes and
barrels, shall not be used on top of scaffold
platforms to increase the working level height
of employees.

The platform is the work area of a suspended scaffold and must meet specific requirements for
capacity, stability, and use to ensure the safety of all workers.

➢ The scaffold platform must support its own weight
plus 4 times the maximum intended load. The
maximum intended load includes the workers, tools,
and supplies.

➢ Platforms must be at least 18 inches wide but no
more than 36 inches wide.

➢ Workers must never overload a scaffold with too
many people, too much material, or stack too much
in one area (known as point-loading).

➢ Manufacturer's requirements must be followed on
the maximum number of occupants allowed on the
suspended scaffold.

➢ Personnel on the scaffold must practice good
housekeeping and avoid accumulating anything that
could cause a slip, trip or fall such as loose tools,
scrap materials, chemicals, snow or ice.

➢ Workers must never stand on boxes, barrels, or other
makeshift devices on top of scaffolds to get additional
height.
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OSHA Standard 1926.450(b) Competent person means one who is capable of identifying existing and predictable
hazards in the surroundings or working conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous to employees, and
who has authorization to take prompt corrective measures to eliminate them.

Suspended scaffolds must provide a safe and stable surface for workers to do their job safely. Extreme 
weather, excessive loads, or damage to structural components can all affect a scaffold's stability. In 
addition, workers need to be able to safely access their work area. 

➢ Suspension scaffolds must be tied (two-point or swing
stage) or otherwise secured to prevent them from swaying,
as determined to be necessary by a competent person.

➢ Never use window cleaners' anchors as a tie down for a
suspension scaffold.

➢ Any part of a scaffold that has been damaged or weakened
must be immediately taken out of service and evaluated
for repair or replacement in accordance with the
manufacturer's requirements.

➢ Workers are not allowed to work from a scaffold during
storms or high wind, unless a competent person has
determined that it is safe.

➢ Safe access must be provided to any scaffold that is 2 feet
above or below an access point.
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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