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According to OSHA, two-point adjustable suspension scaffolds, also known
as swing-stage scaffolds, are perhaps the most common type of suspended
scaffold. These types of scaffolds are usually hung by rope or cables
connected to stirrups at each end of a platform and allow the workers to
be raised and lowered to reach various work locations.

The first step to ensuring worker safety when using suspended scaffolds is
to start with a sound and secure anchorage system.

➢ Suspension scaffold outrigger beams, cornice hooks, parapet clamps,
and similar devices, must rest on surfaces capable of supporting at
least 4 times the load imposed on them by the scaffold, operating at the
rated load of the hoist.

➢ Suspension ropes, including connecting hardware, used on suspension
scaffolds must be capable of supporting at least 6 times the maximum
intended load applied.

Suspended scaffold outrigger beams must be stabilized
to the supporting surface using counterweights or bolts
or direct connections to the floor or deck.

➢ Counterweights must be secured by mechanical
means to the outrigger beams to prevent accidental
displacement.

• Only items specifically designed as counterweights may be used to
counterweight scaffold systems. Never use masonry units, rolls of roofing
felt, and other similar construction materials as counterweights.

• Counterweights can not be made of flowable materials such as sand,
gravel, and similar materials that can shift, move, or easily be dislocated.

➢ The platform is the work area of a suspended scaffold and must meet
specific requirements for capacity, stability, and use to ensure the safety
of all workers.

• The scaffold platform must support its own weight plus 4 times the
maximum intended load. The maximum intended load includes the
workers, tools, and supplies.

• Platforms must be at least 18 inches wide but no more than 36 inches
wide.
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➢ Suspended scaffolds must provide a safe and stable surface for workers
to do their job safely. Extreme weather, excessive loads, or damage to
structural components can all affect a scaffold's stability. In addition,
workers need to be able to safely access their work area.

• Suspension scaffolds must be tied (two-point or swing stage) or otherwise
secured to prevent them from swaying, as determined to be necessary by
a competent person.

• Any part of a scaffold that has been damaged or weakened must be
immediately taken out of service and evaluated for repair or replacement
in accordance with the manufacturer's requirements.

• Workers are not allowed to work from a scaffold during storms or high
wind, unless a competent person has determined that it is safe.

• Safe access must be provided to any scaffold that is 2 feet above or below
an access point.

• Workers must never stand on boxes, barrels, or other makeshift devices
on top of scaffolds to get additional height.


