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Using scaffolds to access hard-to-reach areas is often necessary for many
construction activities. For especially difficult areas the safest approach
may be to use a suspended scaffold.

A tieback is a taut wire rope attached to a suitable anchor and is used to
prevent temporary rigging devices from shifting or falling off the structure
in an emergency. Inadequate counterweights, parapet failure, or even
improper spacing of suspension ropes could lead to a serious event but
having a properly installed tieback will prevent more serious damage or
injury. Some describe the tieback as a lifeline for the support device.

➢ Outrigger beams which are not stabilized by bolts or
other direct connections to the floor or roof deck
must be secured by tiebacks.

➢ Suspension scaffold support devices such as cornice
hooks, roof hooks, roof irons, parapet clamps, or
similar devices must be secured against movement
by tiebacks.

➢ Install tiebacks that are equal in strength to the
suspension ropes and hoisting rope.

➢ Never anchor tiebacks to vents, electrical conduit, or
standpipes and other piping systems.

Since suspended scaffolds are usually held aloft by only suspension ropes,
most would agree that the wire suspension ropes are the single most
important component of the suspended scaffold. A failure of one or more
suspension ropes is nothing less than catastrophic and often deadly.

➢ Ropes must be inspected for defects by a competent person prior to
each work shift and after every event that could affect the rope's
integrity.

➢ Ensure that the load end of wire suspension ropes is equipped with
proper-size thimbles and secured by eye-splicing or equivalent means.

➢ Protect suspension ropes from heat-producing processes.

➢ Never use a repaired wire rope as suspension rope.
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Scaffold hoists are a critically important component of the suspended
scaffold because they help adjust the height of the platform, allowing the
operators to get to their work.

➢ Never allow the stall load of any scaffold hoist to exceed 3 times the
rated load as provided by the manufacturer for the specific device used.

➢ When winding drum hoists are used and the scaffold is extended to its
lowest point of travel, there must be enough rope to still wrap four
times around the drum.

➢ When using other types of hoists, the suspension ropes must be long
enough to allow the scaffold to travel to the level below without the
rope end passing through the hoist, or else provide a way to prevent the
end from passing through the hoist.

➢ Gears and brakes of power-operated hoists used on suspension scaffolds
must be guarded and enclosed.

➢ Power-operated and manual hoists must have an automatic braking
device to safely support, decelerate and stop a load during a fall.


