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When using a handheld power saw, kickback can occur whenever the blade
stops suddenly by binding up, jamming or hitting a foreign object. Saw
blades build up tremendous kinetic energy during cutting and when they
stop suddenly the energy must go somewhere which can cause the blade
to strike the operator or cause the operator to drop the saw on their legs
or feet.

➢ Do not use a power saw that is too heavy for you to lift and control.

➢ Always use the proper blade for the material being cut and maintain
sharp blades. Ensure the saw blade is clean and sharp. Dull blades or
blades sticky with sap or other materials are more likely to bind up in
cuts.

➢ Do not stand directly behind the saw and do not lean into the cut to
reduce the chance of being struck in the event of kickback. Maintain
your balance and footing at all times.

➢ Do not make off-center or crooked cuts, only cut in straight lines.

➢ Never allow the blade to overheat. Remove cracked or damaged saw
blades from service.

Using a handheld power saw to cut masonry, concrete, stone, or other
silica-containing materials can generate respirable crystalline silica dust.
When inhaled, the small particles of silica can irreversibly damage the
lungs.

Many handheld power saws come equipped with an
integrated water delivery system designed to cool
the blade by directing a continuous stream of water
onto the blade where it wets the material being cut
and reduces the amount of dust generated when
cutting. Water flow must be sufficient to minimize
release of visible dust.

In addition to using wet cutting methods, respiratory
protection with a minimum Assigned Protection
Factor (APF) of 10 is required when wet cutting with
handheld masonry saws indoors or in an enclosed
area or used outdoors for more than four hours per
shift.
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When using any power saw, but especially with handheld circular saws,
there is an even greater risk of operator contact with the turning blade.

➢ Portable circular saws must have an upper guard that covers the entire
blade of the saw and a retractable lower guard. NEVER alter the lower
guard by tying or wedging it open.

➢ Handheld circular saws with blades greater than one-fourth inch must
be equipped with a constant-pressure control.

➢ Set the cutting depth as shallow as you can and don’t allow the blade to
protrude more than a little below the stock being cut.

➢ Always wait for the blade to stop moving before
setting the saw down on your work surface.

➢ Only change blades when the saw is disconnected
from the power source. When changing the
blade, make sure you can see and control the plug
so no one else plugs it in, or put the plug in a
plastic lock box.
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