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Found on nearly every construction project, scaffolds are extremely useful
and can improve the efficiency at the job site by providing a safe and
secure platform for workers. However, when scaffolds are constructed
incorrectly, are missing key parts, or are used improperly, they can become
a threat to worker safety.

The most common type of scaffolding is known as a supported scaffold
and consists of one or more platforms supported by rigid supports like
outrigger beams, brackets, poles, legs, uprights, posts, or frames.
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As with any construction, setup of a scaffold must
start from a stable footing. If the foundation isn’t
square and level then the scaffold will be at risk of
collapse, and all workers working on or near the
scaffolding will be at risk of injury.

➢ Footings must be capable of supporting the loaded 
scaffold without settling or displacement.

➢ Unstable objects may not be used to support 
scaffolds or platform units.

➢ Supported scaffold poles, frames, uprights, etc. must be set on a base plate 
and mud sill or other firm foundation and must be plumb and braced to 
prevent swaying and displacement.

➢ Front-end loaders and similar pieces of equipment 
shall not be used to support scaffold platforms.

The platform is the main work area of the scaffold. Scaffold platforms must
be fully decked in order to create a safe and stable work area.

➢ Scaffold platforms and walkways must be at least 18 inches wide. No gaps
greater than 1 inch are permitted between adjacent planks or deck units, or
between the platform and the uprights.

➢ To prevent scaffold boards or planks from slippage, the platforms must be
cleated or otherwise restrained at each end, or else overlap their support at
least 6 inches.

➢ On scaffolds where platforms are overlapped to create a long platform, the
overlap may only occur over supports, and may not be less than 12 inches,
unless the platforms are restrained (nailed together) to prevent movement.
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It is important that workers follow manufacturer’s instructions on how to
avoid overloading and damaging the scaffold. Scaffolds and scaffold
components must be capable of supporting, without failure, their own
weight and at least 4 times their maximum intended load.

➢ A scaffold can be overloaded by removing the braces, which causes the
weight on the scaffold to be distributed to fewer structural members. Even if
they are "in the way," braces should not be removed while work is being
performed on a scaffold!

Workers must have a safe way to access their work areas when using a 
scaffold.

➢ Install a ladder or use a stairway-type ladder or walkway whenever there is
more than 2 feet above or below a point of access to the scaffold.

➢ Never climb on the cross-braces or use them as a means of access to other
levels of the scaffold.

➢ Only use ladders that are specifically designed for use with the specific type
of scaffolding.


