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Winter weather can take a toll on vehicles and equipment. It’s important to
inspect all vehicles before use.

➢ Check vehicles at the beginning of each shift to ensure that the
equipment is in safe operating condition. Clean, repair or replace
anything not working properly prior to use or remove it from service.

➢ Allow vehicles and equipment to warm up, during cold weather, before
use.

Frost, ice, and condensation in cold weather can create blind spots and
safety hazards.

• Sweep snow and ice from all parts of the vehicle including windows,
mirrors, lights, wheel wells and the hood.

• Wait until all windows are fully defrosted before driving.

• Ensure windows, mirrors and lights on heavy equipment, trucks and
work vehicles are kept clean and clear.

Visibility can be a safety concern when working and driving on site during
winter.

➢ Clean up the worksite before a snowfall to ensure hazards don’t get
buried by the snow. If it starts snowing during the workday, find and
mark any hazards that might be along a driving or walking path on the
job site.

➢ If driving near other traffic, a sudden slush or spray from other vehicles
can cause a sudden loss of visibility. Prepare by reducing your speed,
keeping your eyes on the road and your hands on the wheel.

➢ All workers should be wearing high-visibility safety gear.

➢ Be aware of how your clothing affects your
senses and adjust accordingly. Winter
clothing should keep you warm but should
not reduce your hearing, sight or “feel” for
the equipment controls.
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➢ Follow at a safe distance because it takes longer to stop on a slippery
road. Slow down when approaching shaded areas, bridges and
overpasses because these sections of road freeze sooner than others.

➢ Ensure all driving moves in wintery weather are gentle and gradual to
avoid spinning or skidding.

➢ If you begin to skid while driving, ease off the brake and accelerator and
steer smoothly in the direction you want the vehicle to go until you can
safely stop.

➢ Hard-packed snow on any road can be as slippery as ice, and wet snow
can create heavy slush which can then build up in wheel wells and
affect steering ability.

➢ In areas with more heavy equipment traffic, mud and snow can create
ruts that can affect driving, depending on how deep they become.

➢ On hills, pick a path that provides the most traction. Unpacked snow or
powder provide a better grip.
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