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In 2015 OSHA released a new construction standard to address a hazard that
takes the lives of construction workers each year: Confined Spaces.
According to OSHA, any space that meets these three criteria could be
considered a Confined Space.

OSHA Standard 1926
Subpart A covers Confined
Spaces in Construction

OSHA Standard 1926.1207(a) states that the employer must provide training to…
ensure that the employee possesses the understanding, knowledge, and skills
necessary for the safe performance of the duties…
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• Large enough for a worker to enter it,
• Has limited means of entry or exit, and
• Not designed for continuous occupancy.

Recognize, avoid, and protect workers who may be working in or near
confined spaces by following the tips in this safety topic.

Permit-required confined spaces have a:

• hazardous atmosphere

• potential for engulfment or suffocation

• layout that might trap a worker

• or any other serious safety hazard

Confined space entry into this concrete
tunnel. Note the small working space and
gas mask worn by worker. (*3)

Crawlspaces under buildings and in attics could be
considered confined spaces and can pose dangers by
trapping workers. (*4)

(*2)
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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REMEMBER! WHEN WORKING IN OR NEAR CONFINED SPACES :
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• Confined spaces may contain invisible
hazards such as low oxygen or toxic/
flammable gases.

• Permit-required confined spaces require
safety measures like rescue equipment.

• Never enter a confined space unless you
have the proper training, equipment, and
procedures!

• Notify your supervisor if you believe an area
could be considered a confined space.

• Never enter a confined space to rescue a co-
worker unless you have been specially
trained and authorized and have back-up.

Image: Proper protective equipment worn by this worker before 
entering the confined space.  The harness and tripod allow for a 
safe removal of the worker without risk to others. (*10)


