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MAN LIFTS  ||  Aerial Lifts

Aerial Lifts are useful pieces of equipment with specialized features, uses,
and unique potential hazards. Extensible boom lifts are very helpful when
you need to access heights without the expense of a crane or set-up
required to use a scaffold. Articulating boom lifts are especially useful when
needing to access difficult to reach areas and interior locations with high
ceilings and odd angles.

OSHA Standard 1926.453(b)(2)(ii) Only authorized persons [designated by the
employer] shall operate an aerial lift.

In addition, OSHA Standard 1926.453(b)(2)(iv) Employees shall always stand firmly
on the floor of the basket, and shall not sit or climb on the edge of the basket or use
planks, ladders, or other devices for a work position.

Only trained and authorized operators can use aerial lifts!
Employees must receive training in the safe operation of the lifts so they
will understand and avoid unsafe conditions that could lead to injuries.

Image: Steelworkers using an aerial lift to prepare 
the exterior of a building for glass installation. (*1)

OSHA Standard 1926.21(b)(2) The employer shall instruct each employee in the
recognition and avoidance of unsafe conditions and the regulations applicable to his
work environment to control or eliminate any hazards or other exposure to illness or
injury.
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AVOID TIP-OVER HAZARDS

• Always use proper fall
protection during operation.

• Never alter or disable
warning devices or limit
switches.

• Survey the area where the
lift will be used before
moving or driving the lift to
identify potential hazards.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS WHEN WORKING WITH AERIAL LIFTS:

• (*1) Photo Credit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Steelworkers prepare exterior of NGA for glass installation. 

http://bit.ly/1ElhQoI/

• (*3) Photo Credit – Nick Ansell; In Fog and Falling Snow theatre construction (3). 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nican45/17079032620/

Creative Commons License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ 

• Never sit or climb on the edge of the basket
or use planks, ladders, or other devices on
an aerial lift.

• Always use proper fall protection when
operating an aerial lift.

• Always look for overhead power lines and
electricity lines before and during lift
operation. Danger signs should be posted
warning aerial lift operators of potential
hazards.

• Only use lifts that you are trained and
authorized to use.

• Survey the area to identify and avoid
potential hazards.

Image: Worker using an articulating boom lift to perform
construction work on the framework of a temporary theater. (*3)


