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1. Describe a time when you’ve experienced hypocrisy. What made it 
difficult or frustrating? Have you ever recognized hypocrisy in your own 
life?  
 

2. Read 1 Samuel 16:7. If God's heart is not driven by outward things, why 
are ours? Why do you think we are intent on polishing our outsides? 
 

3. Read Matthew 23:25–26. Do you think the Pharisees recognized their 
own hypocrisy? Do you think anyone had tried to point it out to them 
before Jesus? Why or why not? Have you ever been in a situation 
where you didn’t realize you were being hypocritical? 
 

4. The Pharisees focused on their outward appearance while neglecting 
the areas of their lives that needed attention. Why do you think they did 
this? Why do we sometimes try to hide or ignore the areas of our lives 
that need to change?  
 

5. Jesus loves us enough not to let us gloss over our sin. What areas of 
your life might He be inviting you to acknowledge and deal with? What 
is one practical first step you can take to begin addressing it? 
 


