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1. Pastor Mark began his talk by describing some instances of hope. What are some stories 

of hope you have heard that have affected you? Why do you think stories that give hope 
are so compelling? 
 

2. Read Matthew 5:14-16. Why are we called to spread hope? Can you think of a time when 
someone served as an instrument of hope for you, or you were an instrument of hope for 
someone else? 
 

3. Read Exodus 14:10-16. Moses interjected hope to the hopeless by declaring some 
direction. When hopelessness was the dominant emotion, Moses decided to raise his 
voice. Pastor Mark challenged us not to be silent when we encounter hopelessness. How 
can our silence affirm concerns?  How can we use our voices to bring hope? 

 
4. Pastor Mark pointed out that Moses' hope speech contained three components: Don'ts 

(stopping something), Do's (an assignment to do), and something about God. When you 
are offering hope to others, in which areas are you the strongest? What can you do to 
help you grow in your weakest spot? 
 

5. Pastor Mark's second point was that Moses interjected hope to the hopeless by doing 
something. Moses might have looked a bit unhinged for a moment, holding out his staff 
over the Red Sea and waiting for God to work a miracle, but it allowed God to work 
through him. Can you remember a time when God led you to do something that seemed 
crazy or impossible? What happened? 
 

6. Read Matthew 9:2 and James 2:14-16. We shouldn't underestimate the power of our 
activity.  Can you describe when you were hesitant to help because you didn't think you 
have anything to offer or didn't have the time?  How can we overcome our hesitancy to 
engage and act to help others? 
 

7. God often uses people to bring hope. When we see people in need or that are hopeless, 
how can we interject God into it?  If we are not inviting God into the situation, how can 
we do it better? What can you do today to bring God into the situation? 


