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1. How do you define forgiveness? How does the world define it? What differences do you see 
in how God forgives and how the world forgives? 

 
2. Some people may want to replace the action of asking for forgiveness with “I’m moving 

on.”  Does this adequately describe how Jesus would define forgiveness? What does 
forgiveness mean to you?  
 

3. Do you think you have to wait for an apology in order to forgive? Can you think of a time 
when you forgave someone without them offering an apology? 
 

4. Read Colossians 3:13 
Why is it important to forgive? Has there been a time when you’ve struggled to forgive 
someone else? What was the outcome? What kinds of things make it difficult to forgive?  

 
5. How does recalling God’s forgiveness in your own life help you be more forgiving? Is there 

a specific memory of God’s forgiveness in your life that helps you the most? 
 

6. Read Hebrews 12:15 
Have you ever been encouraged by the people around you to hold onto bitterness? What is 
your response when that happens? What does it look like to watch out for each other and 
make sure bitterness doesn’t take root? 
 

7. Pastor Kathy said that we can be more forgiving if we resist aggressive voices? What do 
these voices look like in your life? What can you do to make sure God’s voice is the loudest 
one? 

 
8. What are some ways you can encourage people to forgive and let go of bitterness and 

grudges? 
 

9. What does it mean to make mercy your specialty? What does it look like to show mercy? 
How can that be practically applied to your life? 

 


