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Note for Group leaders: this topic could be very sensitive for some members of your group. Please be prepared 
to offer additional time of prayer for members who may be impacted by the discussion of fatherless homes. 
 
 
1. Pastor Mark opened his talk by sharing some sobering statistics about children from fatherless 

homes:  
• 63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes 
• 90% homeless/runaway kids are from fatherless homes 
• 85% child behavior disorders are from fatherless homes  
• 71% high school dropouts come from fatherless homes 

Pastor Mark said, “life is better with a dad”. Why do you think a father has such an impact on the 
lives of his children? 
 

2. Read Luke 15:11-24. Pastor Mark asked, “where are you in this story?” How would you answer his 
question?  
 

3. Near the end of the talk, Pastor Mark showed a video clip of a sprinter pulling a hamstring and his 
father breaking through security to help him finish his race. Pastor Mark said, “this is a pretty good 
example of what our Heavenly Father does for us”. In what ways does this video represent what 
God has done for us? 
 

4. One of the message points was that our Heavenly Father is not a control freak. Why does God let 
us make our own decisions and choices? In what ways have you seen your choices bring blessing 
and in what ways have you seen consequences of those choices? 
 

5. Romans 8:15 "The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, 
Father." Have you ever cried out to God as your dad or papa? If not, what holds you back? Why do 
you think Jesus taught His disciples to begin their prayer by acknowledging God as "our Father"?  
 

6. Do you enjoy talking to God? Do you enjoy listening to Him? By what name do you call God? 
 

7. Read Luke 11:1-4. Jesus clearly introduces God as our Father. Can you relate to God as a Dad? Do 
you have experiences in your life that has confirmed that God is like a Father?  
 


