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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for standing by and welcome to 

the National Baseball Hall of Fame conference call with Ivan Rodriguez. 

During the presentation all participants will be in a listen-only mode. 

Afterwards we will conduct a question-and-answer session. At that time, if 

you have a question, please press the 1 followed by the 4 on your telephone. 

Should you require operator assistance at any time, please press star-zero. As 

a reminder this conference is being recorded today, Wednesday, January 18, 

2017. I would now like to turn the conference over to Jon Shestakofsky. 

Please go ahead, sir. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Thanks, (Dave). Hello everyone and welcome to the National Baseball Hall of 

Fame conference call with Ivan Rodriguez. My name is Jon Shestakofsky, 

vice president of communications and education at the Hall of Fame. As you 

know, in the last hour it was announced on MLB Network that Pudge, Tim 

Raines and Jeff Bagwell were all elected to the Hall of Fame via the baseball 

writers’ ballot. Pudge, Jeff and Tim will formally be inducted into the Hall of 

Fame on Sunday, July 30, along with John Schuerholz and Bud Selig, who 

were elected via Today’s Game Era Committee last month. 
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 Now before we open up for questions, I want to say congratulations to Pudge 

and give him the opportunity to make an opening statement. Pudge? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, thank you. I think this is a great day for my family first. I want to thank, 

you know, all the organizations that I play, I played with six organizations, 

you know. Texas Rangers, Marlins, the Tigers, Houston, the Yankees for a 

little bit and you know, I finished with the Washington Nationals. So I think I 

have to mention that, you know to me the organizations, they, we respect each 

other, I respect them and they give me opportunity to become (unintelligible) 

you know, to be in the Hall of Fame. So I think it’s a great day for myself and 

my family and for my children, so it’s an honor to be here today.  

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Great, and now (Dave) we are ready to open for questions from call 

participants.  

 

Operator: Perfect, thank you sir. Ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to register a 

question, please press the 1 followed by the 4 on your telephone keypad. You 

will hear a three-tone prompt to acknowledge your request. If your question 

has been answered and you would like to withdraw your registration, please 

press the 1 followed by the 3. And lastly, if you are using a speakerphone, 

please lift your handset before entering your request. Thank you. One moment 

please for our first question.  

 

 And our first question comes from the line of (Robert Grayson) with Sports 

Profiles. Your line is open.  

 

(Robert Grayson): Congratulations. I wanted to talk a little bit about your defensive game. You 

played a great defensive game. Talk about the hard work that goes into 

something like that, especially for a catcher, and what it means to the team. I 

don’t know if you’ve ever sat down, figured it out, statistics, I don’t know if 
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it’s kept that much, but runs that you’ve saved or participated in saving. How 

much it all adds up to a team. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, you know, it’s a great question because that was my number one game 

that I have in my career, you know, I just want to keep my defensive part of 

my game (unintelligible) and you know, be able to, on the running game and, 

you know, blocking and throwing guys out, and try to kill the other team’s 

rally. I think that is, you know, one of the things that I feel more proud about. 

 

 You know, I know then offensively I have a great career but you know my 

main game was defense and that’s why, you know, I take a lot of pride to be a 

defensive catcher.  

 

(Robert Grayson): And one other quick question, handling pitchers. Now was that something you 

learn how to do, it was just something maybe you feel you had a gift for, 

handling… 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Yeah, you know, yeah, when you have good coaching staff, when you have a 

good pitching coach, they sit down with you in the everyday basis and talk 

about, you know, all the reports and watch videos and go through every single 

hitter. You know, you made the catcher’s job a lot easier. But I, you know, I 

grew up, you know, in the era that I catch a lot of veteran pitchers in my 

career and they helped me a lot to learn how to call great games with, you 

know, with each other pitcher’s help.  

 

 You know, I think to me that, you know, I learned that, you know, since very 

early age in my career and I took it all away, you know, until I finished my 

career. But I think, you know, combined with the veteran pitchers that I grew 

up, when I came up in ’91, all the way to have a great relationship and good 

conversation with the pitching coach and a great relationship with the pitching 
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staff, but I think that is a big part of, you know, of having a good game plan 

every day, to go out there and calling a good game. 

 

(Robert Grayson): Thanks very much. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Operator: And our next question comes from the line of Bill Shaikin, Los Angeles 

Times, your line is open. 

 

Bill Shaikin: Hi, congratulations. I wanted to ask, you had a chance to play a lot against 

Vladimir Guerrero, and what you thought of his game and whether you were 

thinking he might be part of your class today. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well first of all, you know, he’s a good friend of mine and I’m sure that he’s 

going to be obviously in the Hall of Fame, next year for sure. You know, we 

have a little conversation earlier on today and, you know, he congratulates me, 

I did the same thing to him. But Vlady’s a great, great player, great person on 

the field and off the field, and his personality is, you know, he’s a very 

humble person.  

 

 But to me, you know, he’s, as a hitter he’s one of the hitters that I don’t want 

to see, you know, when the game (unintelligible) you know, he’s a guy that, 

he’s so dangerous every time he comes up there. You know, he’s one of, I 

think to me he’s one of the best probably in the one or two or three tops in 

baseball to swing balls out of the strike zone and be able to connect with 

power and put the balls in the gap, and sometimes out of the ballpark. So to 

me he’s a good friend and he’s going to be in the Hall of Fame pretty soon. 

 

Bill Shaikin: Thank you. 
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Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Clark Spencer, Miami Herald. Your 

line is open. 

 

Clark Spencer: Pudge, congratulations. You were only a Miami Marlin, or actually was a 

Florida Marlin at the time, for one year. And that was a memorable year, 

obviously. And I think perhaps as far as you’re concerned how people 

remember you is the play at the plate, the collision at the plate (unintelligible), 

to end the NLDS. What do you remember of that play and where does that one 

play stand in all of those you’ve been involved with over your career? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: In the top, I mean to me that is one of the best plays that I made in my career. 

And to be honest with you it still hurts. It hurts a little bit. No, I think it was 

one of those plays, you want in that moment and I mean that play and when 

you, you know, when you finish a game and eliminate a team that’s supposed 

to win everything, you know, that year, which was the Giants, they were 

supposed to win the whole, or was the team to beat and be able to beat them in 

four games I think was, it was great.  

 

 But the year that we have overall, you know in 2003, you know, we start from 

the beginning in the clubhouse in spring training and we have a good 

chemistry together all the way into game six and when we eliminate the 

Yankees. So it was a team effort and I think everything that we did was a team 

effort, and that’s why we won the World Series. 

 

Clark Spencer: Thank you, Pudge. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 
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Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Jerry Crasnick with ESPN.com. 

Your line is open. 

 

Jerry Crasnick: Yeah, hey Pudge, congratulations. You won, I think you made fourteen all-

star teams, you won 13 Gold Gloves, but you also had some records for 

longevity, I believe, most games ever caught. Of all the things you did, are 

there a couple maybe that you’re most proud of? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, I think to me from, right from the beginning all the way to the end I was 

very pleased, you know, I think the career that I did for 21 years and not only 

21 years but I think starting from minor league that I played two and a half 

years. If you combine all that, it’s almost 25 years in professional baseball. I 

think it was pretty amazing career, and I think to me, from day one I love the 

game of baseball and I take a lot of pride every single day, and I was a winner, 

that was a big key for me to be able to have so many great seasons, you know. 

 

 I think that’s probably the bottom line of this, you know, appreciate to be in 

the Hall of Fame. I, you know, it’s because the hard work that I did through 

my whole career, and be able to play and be so durable, you know, for so 

many years and play, you know, over 100 and 120, 125 games a year, you 

know, tells you then that being strong mentally and physically, you can play 

this game for a long time. And as a catcher you know, being able to play 21 

years, that’s amazing to accomplish and I’m very happy with it.  

 

Jerry Crasnick: Thank you. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Operator: And our next question comes from the line of Anthony Fenech with the 

Detroit Free Press, your line is open. 
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Anthony Fenech: Hi, Pudge, congratulations. Just how proud are you of the time with the 

Tigers? I mean, when you showed up there, they lost, you know, 119 games 

and you promised they would win. And after a couple of years you guys were 

in the World Series. And now the Tigers are really one of the perennial 

contenders in the game. How proud of accepting that challenge to play for the 

Tigers were you? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Very proud, very proud, you know after winning in ’03, when we win the 

World Series and then that same year, as you mentioned, you know, Tigers 

lost over 100 games, be able to next year came and sign a five-year contract, 

you know.  

 

 But you know, doing that off-season we have a very good conversation with 

Dave Dombrowski and they told (unintelligible) who was, my agent, he told 

us “Look, you know, you come in and I will promise you that I’m going to put 

a very good team together, and in two years, you’re going to be in the World 

Series again. And that’s exactly what happened, you know. I played two years 

and in 2006 I was in Game One, you know, in the World Series playing 

against the Cardinals. 

 

 But I think, you know, overall the chemistry, the history, the organization, the 

city, the stadium, the ballpark, the uniform that I wore there for five years, you 

know I feel very, very honored to wear that English D, you know, for five 

years to me was amazing five years of my career. You know, like I say I 

played with six great organizations, and all six organizations that I play was 

great but, you know, playing there in Detroit was great, the fans was great and 

being there and be able to be in the World Series in 2006 and play even 

though that we lost, but being there and play, that was pretty good. 
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Anthony Fenech: Thank you, congrats again. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Operator: And you next question comes from the line of Ken Davidoff, the New York 

Post. Your line is open. 

 

Ken Davidoff: Thank you, congratulations Pudge. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you, thank you. 

 

Ken Davidoff: I’m just wondering, entering this process, before you saw any of the public 

ballots, how likely did you think it was that you would get in this year on your 

first try? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, I’m having trouble sleeping for three days, I can tell you that right now. 

It was hard for me, I was, been very anxious about the whole situation. It was 

some big hopes but at the same time we don’t know what’s going to happen 

but I’m glad to be there, you know, just being the fourth Puerto Rican and 

Latin American player to be in the Hall of Fame in the history is an honor to 

be in that list.  

 

 And just to be in Cooperstown right next to all those tremendous Hall of 

Famers, they already have been in there on that wall, you know, I can’t wait to 

be in July and be in that wall and take pictures there with all these great 

players. You know, I can’t wait for it. 

 

 But it’s great, you know, it was very close. I want to congratulate Bagwell and 

Tim Raines and the other players that didn’t make this year but I’m pretty sure 

that next year I have no doubt that they’re going to be in the Hall of Fame, 
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especially a good friend of mine of Vladimir Guerrero, I think he deserves to 

be there as well. But you know, just being there for the first time, you know, 

as you know first ballot Hall of Famer, it’s an honor to be in there. 

 

Ken Davidoff: Only the second catcher to be inducted in your first year, you and Johnny 

Bench, can you even digest what that means? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: It means a lot, it means a lot. I mean, Johnny Bench, my favorite player 

growing up and I can’t wait in July to see him in the same stage than me, what 

I’m doing my speech, I think is a dream come true. I mean my favorite player 

right there and right, pretty close to me and I will love Johnny Bench to be 

right next to me when I’m sitting back in the chair in the stage.  

 

Ken Davidoff: Thank you, Pudge. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Operator: And the next question comes from the line of Rick Hummel, St. Louis Post-

Dispatch. Your line is open. 

 

Rick Hummel: Yeah, Pudge, congratulations. How do you feel, you’re welcome, how do you 

feel about the chances of fellow Puerto Rican catcher Yadier Molina some day 

having a chance to be in the Hall of Fame? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Absolutely, he’s going to be in there. If he stays healthy, he’s going to be the 

next Puerto Rican catcher to be in. You know, we have so many good ones in 

our career, you know, in our era, you know. Talking about Benito Santiago, 

you know, Alomar, I mean a lot of names, a lot of good names. That goes 

through the major league can play there, in that position for so many years. 
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 But I think the key for Yadi he has all the numbers to be in there, but the only 

thing he, to me that I would love to see him is get to stay strong mentally, 

physically and stay healthy and if he do that he’s going to be in the Hall of 

Fame for sure.  

 

Rick Hummel: Thank you very much. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Hey, everyone, this is Jon. We have time for just one more question. Thanks. 

 

Operator: Thank you, and that question comes from the line of Barry Bloom with 

MLB.com. Your line is open. 

 

Barry Bloom: Hey, Pudge, congratulations. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thanks, Barry. 

 

Barry Bloom: The, by my tabulation, you brought it up about the Latin players, but I think 

you’re only the third or fourth player from Puerto Rico in the Hall too, right, I 

mean you have Clemente, Cepeda and Alomar, right? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Yes, the fourth Puerto Rican to be in the Hall of Fame and I’m so proud to say 

that, because we come from such a small island, is only 190 by 35, and to be 

able to have four Hall of Famers from that small island in the Hall of Fame 

right next to these tremendous players and names and, you know, and athletes 

that played this game for a long time and also, to mention them being the 

eighth, just the eighth Latin player to be in the Hall of Fame to me that is an 

honor to be in that group. And to be in the Hall of Fame right next to them. 
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Barry Bloom: Do you think back to the days where you were playing both winter league 

ball, as I remember seeing you down there and growing up as a kid on the 

island, did you ever think about getting here or… 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, memory starts to come back when I received the news an hour ago, 

obviously, you know, when I grew up, you know, when I start playing 

baseball I was about seven years old and think about, I want to be a very good 

baseball player, not a Hall of Famer. But a very good player and be in the big 

leagues one day and guess what, you know, I was a good player, being in the 

big leagues, having a great career and receiving the news that you’re a Hall of 

Famer in the best game in the planet. You know, which is playing baseball, I 

mean to me is an honor to be select in the Hall of Fame this year. 

 

Barry Bloom: Well, congratulations, I’ll see you tomorrow. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. Appreciate it.  

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Pudge, thank you for joining us and again, congratulations on your election to 

the Hall of Fame. Just so media knows, Pudge will be available again 

tomorrow, along with Tim Raines and Jeff Bagwell at the press conference 

taking place at the St. Regis Hotel in New York City, which will be broadcast 

live on MLB Network beginning at 3 PM.  

 

 Any media planning to attend the press conference, if you haven’t yet please 

e-mail our communications director, Craig Mudter at 

cmuder@baseballhall.org. That’s C-M-U-D-E-R@baseballhall.org. Again, 

thank you all for joining us and we will have a call with Tim Raines coming 

up in just a moment on a separate line. 

 

Man: Thanks, appreciate it. 
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Jon Shestakofsky: You got it. 

 

Man: Hello? I’ll call you tomorrow when we get there. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Okay. Sounds good, I’ll be in touch. Thanks, Jon. 

 

Man: All right, thanks. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: And thanks Pudge, bye.  

 

Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, that does conclude the conference call for today. We 

thank you for your participation and ask that you please disconnect your line. 

 

 

END 


