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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by. Welcome to the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame Conference Call with Tim Raines. During the 

presentation, all of our participants will be in listen-only mode. Afterwards we 

will conduct a question and answer session. 

 

 At that time, if you have a question, please press the 1 followed by the 4 on 

your telephone. If at any time during the conference you need to reach an 

operator, please press the star 0. As a reminder this conference is being 

recorded Wednesday, January the 18th of 2017. I will now turn the conference 

over to Jon Shestakofsky. Please go ahead, sir. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Hi everyone and welcome to the National Baseball Hall of Fame Conference 

Call with Tim Raines. My name is Jon Shestakofsky, vice president of 

communication and education at the Hall of Fame. I want to say thank you all 

for staying with us and apologies on the delay in getting this call going but as 

you know we’re spending the last hour or so, couple hours. It was an 

(unintelligible) network that Tim, Fred Rodriguez and Jeff Bagwell have all 

been elected to the Hall of Fame via the BBWAA ballot. 

 



NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 
Moderator:  Jon Shestakofsky 

01-18-17/7:20 pm CT 
Confirmation # 21841029 

Page 2 

 All three of them will formally be inducted into the Hall of Fame on Sunday, 

July 30 along with John Schuerholz and Bud Selig who were elected via the 

(unintelligible) game (unintelligible) last month. 

 

 Now before we open up for questions, I want to first say congratulations to 

Tim and give him the opportunity to make an opening statement. Tim? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, I’d like to thank you, Jon, and I’d like to thank the baseball writers for, 

you know, given me that opportunity on my last year and it’s - it’s definitely 

the biggest day of my family’s career. It’s the final chapter of my career and 

I’m looking forward to going to Cooperstown and giving my speech and being 

a part of the Baseball Hall Of Fame. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: That’s great. Thank you, Tim. And now (Julian), we are ready to take 

questions from our call participants. 

 

Operator: Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, if you’d like to register a question please 

press the 1 followed by the 4 of your telephone. You’ll hear a three tone 

prompt to acknowledge your request. If your question has been answered and 

you’d like to withdrawal your registration, please press the 1 followed by the 

3. If you’re using a speaker phone, please lift your handset before entering 

your request. 

 

 One moment please for the first question. And our first question today comes 

from the line of Eno Sarris from FanGraphs. Your line is open. Please 

proceed. 

 

Eno Sarris: Hi, Tim. Congratulations. You had a great career. 

 

Tim Raines: Thank you. 
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Eno Sarris: Any adjustment you made early on, you made so (unintelligible). I think it’s 

an underrated part of your career, was there an adjustment made you made 

there to make more contacts or was it something on the base pass that you 

figured out early on. Would you remember back to some a-ha moment at the 

time of your career that really made a difference for you, mechanically or on 

the field? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, I had - I had a Coach Steve Burris that kind of taught me everything I 

know. He taught me all about pitcher’s moves, what to look for, you know, 

looking at catchers, seeing the way they set up and reaction time was really 

the most important thing, you know. Definitely speed played a big role but my 

reaction time to what I saw from the pitchers gave me - made it a lot easier 

because, you know, as soon as I realized the guy was going to the plate, the 

quicker you get going, the faster you get down to third base and we worked on 

that a lot early in my career and it all worked out. 

 

Eno Sarris: Thank you. Congratulations. 

 

Tim Raines: Thank you. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Jerry Beach on the Sports Exchange. 

Your line is open, please proceed. 

 

Jerry Beach: Good evening, Tim. Congratulations. 

 

Tim Raines: Thank you, thanks a lot. 

 

Jerry Beach: My question is when you look back, what kind of impact do you think your 

1987 season had on your candidacy. You had a lot of, you know, really 
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moments that year, missing the first month, that game against the Mets your 

first game back, you won the All-Star game MVP and then you ended up 

leading the league in runs despite missing that aforementioned month. 

 

 When you look back now that you’re in, what do you think kind of impact that 

season had on your - on your - on getting into the Hall Of Fame. 

 

Tim Raines: Well, I’m sure it played a big role, you know. I don’t think there’s anyone, 

you know, can say that the accomplish - the things that I accomplished that 

year especially after missing spring training and the first month, you know, 

that year, I didn’t see a major league pitcher from the end of September until 

April that year, so I just think - I just think that, you know, I don’t think 

expected that from me that year. I don’t even know if I expected to do things I 

ended up doing that year but I think it really played a big role. 

 

Jerry Beach: Any, you know, vivid recollections of that game against the Mets at Shea or 

the All-Star game that jumps to your head tonight? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, I just think - I think, you know, I remember like it was yesterday that 

day. I remember the day before I was in (unintelligible) with the Expos and I 

played one game. I played one game, I think I ended up playing seven innings. 

I lit off every inning, I think I ended up getting like five hits, stole about four 

or five bases and the, you know, after the game because they call me to the 

office and say you’re going to the big leagues. 

 

 I wasn’t really sure if I would be playing in the first game but when I got to 

New York, I looked at the line up and I was in the lineup. Probably the most 

nervous I’ve ever been in a baseball game because I wasn’t really sure how - 

where I was as far as, you know, playing and was I ready to compete at the 

major league level especially after it had been a month into the season. 
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 So everyone was already into the season. I was just getting started even 

without spring training, so I think that was the nervous I ever been. If I can 

remember, when I took batting practice that day, I think I might have hit two 

or three balls out of the cage and I probably took about 50 swings so nervous 

through batting page, nervous through getting ready. 

 

 I remember David Cone was the pitcher and the first pitch I saw, I hit it off the 

right field wall, so I think when that happened it kind - it kind of made me 

kind of relax, oh, okay, I was into the game. Wasn’t sure what was going to 

happen the rest of the game but it made me relax a little bit more. 

 

Jerry Beach: Mm-hm. And lastly any memories of the All-Star game, you know, that one at 

13 innings and you got the game win hit? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, you know, that was a game where I didn’t start and I was on the bench 

for most of the game. I came in as a replacement, ended up getting three at 

bats and I actually got three hits. I was three for three that day and then that 

last at bat with a guy on - I think it might have been one or two guys on, I’m 

not sure, but got a good pitch out over the plate and drove it into the gap and I 

ended up getting a triple. But you know, that year to me, out of all the years I 

played, that year was probably the most special year out of the 23. 

 

Jerry Beach: Thank you so much. 

 

Tim Raines: My pleasure. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Marc Topkin from Tampa Bay 

Times. You’re line is open. Please proceed. 
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Marc Topkin: Hey, Tim, congratulations. Two questions, please. One just given your 

increasing vote total, you know, how nervous were you coming into today 

whether you were going to make it or not and the second question, can you 

reflect just briefly on the pass from Sleepy Sanford, Florida to the major 

leagues and now to Cooperstown. 

 

Tim Raines: Well for the first question, you know, it - it - you know, it was a situation of, 

you know, I felt like I was in position to get in, you know, especially after last 

year. I started at 55 and I ended up at pretty much 70 and I felt like the 

momentum from last year kind of carried me through this year. I wasn’t 

exactly sure if it was going to happen. I know last night was probably - last 

night was probably the worst night I’ve had out of the ten years. 

 

 It was kind of tough because I knew I was close but I wasn’t sure. I mean 

that’s a situation where everything is out of your control and, you know, you 

have to wait until that - that minute where you know that you’re going to get 

the phone call or you’re not going get the phone call. I went through last year 

not getting the phone call and then I - I kind of knew that it wasn’t going to 

happen and so I wasn’t - I wasn’t really familiar with what was going to 

happen today. 

 

 So I had - I had - I was encouraged by what happened last year and I knew I 

was close but and to that phone rung, you know, I was probably one of the 

most nervous guys on the - well, two other guys, on the face of the earth. So 

but when the phone rang, it was the most excited I think I’ve ever been in my 

baseball career knowing what was about to happen and just try to embrace it. I 

mean I was here with my family and I have twin daughters that are 6 years 

old. I’m not sure how much they really know about, you know, what their dad 

did because they wasn’t around but they kind of knew a little bit about, you 
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know, Hall of Fame, but I’m not sure how much they really know, so but, you 

know, it was very emotional and very exciting. 

 

 As far as coming from Sanford, you know, when this journey first started, you 

know, I wasn’t really sure that baseball was the sport that was chosen. 

Actually I loved baseball because I wasn’t really sure if baseball was going to 

be the sport that I ended up being as a career. I chose baseball because I 

figured I was starting out at a young age and see if I was good enough to stay 

in baseball. I was going to give myself actually two years. I gave myself two 

years, see what happened. If things worked out, I will continue to play 

baseball but if things didn’t work out I was going to walk on the University of 

Florida and play football, so, you know, my dream as a kid was to be a, you 

know, to be in the NFL. 

 

 Unfortunately that didn’t work out and thank God baseball (unintelligible). 

 

((Crosstalk)) 

 

Marc Topkin: That’s great. Thank you, Tim and congrats again. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks a lot. I appreciate it. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Richard Griffin from the Toronto 

Star. Your line is open, please proceed. 

 

Richard Griffin: Hey, congratulations, man. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks, Rich, thanks, man. 
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Richard Griffin: It took - it took you the full ten years to get in. I blame our crappy media 

relations director in Montreal but ... 

 

Tim Raines: So do I. So do I. 

 

Richard Griffin: I was just wondering if you found playing in Montreal in hindsight was a 

blessing or a curse and are you surprised that fans in Canada and Montreal 

still remember you and love you as much as they do? 

 

Tim Raines: You know what, for the first questions, I don’t believe - I think it was a little 

of both. Really it was a blessing but I got the opportunity to play in Montreal 

because I got a chance to play amongst some fans that was totally different 

than I would say the fans that were in the states. They got behind me from day 

one before they really even knew anything about me and they realize the way 

- they saw the way that I played the game, the passion that I had with the 

game and with their help. They helped me go out day in and day out and 

perform and wanting to perform at a high level for them and they 

acknowledged before that and I - I owe a lot to the fans in Montreal because I 

think without them - I mean, I can’t actually say if I would have played 

somewhere else it would been the same but, you know, for the first, you 

know, 12 years, I really loved playing in Montreal. 

 

 I felt that I was part Canadian at the time and I still do but I think it was, like I 

say, it was a blessing and sort of a curse when it comes to outside of Canada, 

you know. I think we weren’t as exposed to the major leagues as much as say 

other teams, big market teams. We definitely weren’t a big market because, 

you know, we didn’t have the national TV exposure like a lot of other teams 

had. Really the only time that I was exposed when I was in big market cities, 

so I think a lot of people didn’t really get the full pleasure of watching and 

noticing all of the things that I was able to do on the baseball field but I think 
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say today, I think social media plays a really big role, (Sean) and (Carrie) was 

a big proponent of getting the things that I did as a player throughout my 

career to those people who really didn’t get a true understanding of what type 

of a player that I was. 

 

Richard Griffin: How special is it to join (Andre) and (Gary) at Cooperstown? 

 

Tim Raines: The biggest, you know. When I first joined them in ‘79, I wasn’t really sure of 

what was about to transpire. I didn’t him. They didn’t know about me and 

when I first got there, you know, I - all of them wasn’t an everyday player, I 

was just a pinch runner but in ‘81 when I got an opportunity to play with those 

guys for four years, I - I recognize what type of player they were and actually 

they played a big role, (Steve Rogers) as well and (Marty) played a big role in 

the type of player that I became form that point on. 

 

Richard Griffin: Thanks, Tim. Congratulations, man. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks, Rich. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Jayson Stark from ESPN.com. Your 

line is open, please proceed. 

 

Jayson Stark: Hi, Tim, it’s Jayson Stark. Congratulations to you. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks, Jayson. 

 

Jayson Stark: Hey, obviously you haven’t played a game in a long time. In more than 14 

years and when you first got on the ballot, you were getting like 24%, 22% of 

the vote. What do you think happened over the last eight, nine, ten years that 

caused the writers to look at your career differently? 
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Tim Raines: I think - I think social media played a big role and I think the new way people 

look at baseball, you know. Money ball, you know, what’s it called, you 

know, you’ve got these new stats. You know, you’ve got (unintelligible), 

you’ve got all this stuff, people didn’t really look at it that way back in the 

day, you know. And I think back in the day, they looked - when you looked at 

a Hall Of Famer, you looked at 500 homeruns, 300 wins and 3000 hits. And a 

lot of times if you didn’t reach those criterias it was kind of hard for anyone to 

kind of look at you as a Hall Of Famer, but I think the way the game has 

changed today, the way they look at, you know, the stats and everything it has 

changed, I think, a lot of people’s minds because that’s the way they’re 

looking at it now. And I think also a lot of people didn’t really know about 

what Tim Raines did as a player for the 23 years that he played. 

 

 I think when you bring up the way they’re doing stats today, it really opened 

up, I think, a lot of those minds that, you know, there’s some things that I did 

that a lot of the guys that’s already in the Hall Of Fame didn’t actually do, so I 

think it kind of made them look at me a lot closer and they look - and they 

looked a lot deeper and I think the more they look, I think, the better it turned 

out for me. 

 

Jayson Stark: Great. Thanks very much. I look forward to seeing you. 

 

Tim Raines: All right. Thanks. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Hey, (Julian), we just have - we have time for just one more. So one more 

question, thanks. 

 

Tim Raines: Okay. 
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Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Tyler Kepner from the New York 

Times. Your line is open. Please proceed. 

 

Tyler Kepner: Tim, congratulations. Really happy for you. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks, Tyler. 

 

Tyler Kepner: Yeah, man. I just wanted to ask you, of all the - now that you’re part of this 

Hall Of Fame family, are there any sort of lessons that you’ve taken over the 

years from, you know, people who are in the Hall Of Fame, guys you learned 

- you mentioned (Steve Boros). I know he’s not in the Hall Of Fame but 

anybody, you know, whose advice helped you become the player you are? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, like I said, I said earlier Andre Dawson played a really big role. 

Probably the biggest role of my career. The late great Gary Carter played a big 

role. Steve Rogers, you know, played a big role and also guys like (Warren 

Marty). You know, (Timmy Walloch) who was my teammate from the minor 

leagues, all through my major league career in Montreal. All those guys 

played a big role because, you know, I was a young guy, me and Timmy with 

the young guys coming in and they didn’t - they didn’t talk us into to being 

the players that we became. They actually show by example, you know, to 

watch Andre Dawson day in and day out, day after day, the way he played. 

 

 He played it hard. I mean Gary Carter played the game a certain way. They 

played hard day in and day out. They didn’t take any - any pitch off, they 

didn’t take any innings off. They came to play from the first pitch of the game 

to the last pitch of the game and that’s what they taught me and I think 

knowing that I had guys like that on my team, they kind of forced me to play 

that way and that’s the way I ended up playing throughout my career. 
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Tyler Kepner: Thank you. 

 

Tim Raines: My pleasure. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Tim, I want to thank you once again for joining us and I just want to say one 

more time congratulations on your election to the National Baseball Hall Of 

Fame. Tim will be available to the media again tomorrow along with Jeff 

Bagwell and Ivan Rodrigues at a press conference taking place at the St. Regis 

Hotel in New York City, which will be broadcast live on NOB network at 3 

p.m. Eastern time. Any media planning to attend the press conference that 

haven’t yet, we ask you to email the Hall Of Fame communication director 

Craig Muder at Cmuder@baseballhall.org. Again that’s C-M-U-D-E-R at 

baseballhall.org. Again, thank you fall for joining us. 

 

Operator: Ladies and gentleman that does conclude the conference call for today. We 

thank you for your participation and ask you please to disconnect your lines. 

 

 

END 


