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Shestakofsky: Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon and welcome to the St Regis Hotel in New York 
City for the Baseball Hall of Fame and BBWAA’s press conference to introduce the BBWAA Class of 2017. 
I’d like to welcome all of you watching on MLB Network. I will now introduce the dais, starting from your 
right and moving to the left. First we have Jack O’Connell, secretary-treasurer of the BBWAA, we have 
Jane Forbes Clark, Chairman of the Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, we have 2017 Baseball Hall of 
Fame electee Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez, 2017 Baseball Hall of Fame electee Tim Raines, 2017 Baseball Hall 
of Fame electee Jeff Bagwell, and the President of the Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, Jeff Idelson. 
Thank you all for being here, and as part of our electee families today, we are very happy to have with 
us Rachel Bagwell as well as Patricia Rodriguez and Derek Rodriguez. Thank you all again for being here. 
And now, I’d like to invite Jack O’Connell of the BBWAA to say a few words. 
 
O’Connell: Thanks Jon. I want to assure our three new Hall of Famers that the Russians had nothing to 
do with their election. Michael DiLecce from Ernst & Young who is here, he and I counted every ballot by 
hand, observed by Jon Shestakofsky up there, so you guys are the crème of the crop, and you’re in as 
legitimately as you can be. I want to thank Mike, again, this is the 20th anniversary working on the count. 
I would also like to thank my friend Steve Hirdt, who’s here, from the Elias Sports Bureau, they do all the 
bios that accompany the ballot. I want to give a special thanks to a couple people up in Cooperstown 
who work on our registration. One of them is here today, Craig Muder, he’s in the back. And also Jackie 
Brown. They’ve really streamlined this process, and I appreciate it very much. Congratulations once 
again to our three men going in, we almost had two others. And I assure you once again that the only 
Vladimir spoken in the room, was Guerrero. Congratulations.  
 
Shestakofsky: Now I’ll invite Hall of Fame President Jeff Idelson to say a few words.  
 
Idelson: Thanks Shesta. On behalf of Jane, our board of directors, our staff in Cooperstown, we are so 
delighted to have you with us today. Two of our board members are here, we have Bill Gladstone who is 
the owner of the Tri-City Valley Cats, the Astros Single-A affiliate in the New York Penn League in Troy, 
Bill glad to have you with us. And Kevin Moore who is also on our board, Kevin glad to have you as well. 
Not on our board but a friend of ours, Omar Minaya from the Players’ Association, Omar very happy you 



could join us as well. Jane and I would like to commend Jack and the Baseball Writers’ for their 
exemplary work in evaluating candidates year in and year out. Not an easy task, but they do great work. 
Also to echo Jack’s words, a special thanks to Ernst & Young and Mike to you for 20 years of a wonderful 
partnership, in assuring the voting is done well each year. Thank you for what you do as well. One of the 
most difficult career paths in the world is the ascent to the major leagues. In the long history of 
professional baseball there have been just about 19,000 players who have been talented enough and 
privileged enough to wear a major league uniform. And of those 19,000 just about 1%, one out of a 100, 
get to the Hall of Fame. And it just tells you how difficult it is to get here, and how special the Hall of 
Fame election is. And these men who are sitting beside Jane, Jack and me are among the select few. So 
these three players who were elected to the Hall of Fame yesterday made it to Cooperstown on their 
own merits. Jeff combined power, consistency, getting on base and an ability to score runs to become 
one of baseballs’ premier first basemen, averaging 32 home runs annually, drove in 90 or more runs ten 
times and scored 90 or more runs ten times as well. Tim Raines was rock solid, playing in 23 seasons. 
Again, 19,000 have played in the major leagues, only 20 players played longer than Tim Raines, that 
shows you how durable he was. It’s never bad to have a leadoff hitter with mock-one speed added to 
your line-up as we have at the Hall of Fame, and Tim spent his major league career getting on base, 
wreaking havoc on the base paths, and scoring a lot of runs. He was on base almost 4,000 times, stole 
808 bases, and scored 1571 runs. And then you have Pudge Rodriguez, who was a brilliant catcher, 21 
impressive seasons, a 14-time All-Star, 13 Rawlings Gold Gloves for defensive excellence, and he set the 
major league records for games caught and putouts by a catcher, and ranked first in the American 
League in catching would-be base-stealers, other than Tim Raines probably, nine times. You don’t want 
to forget either that Pudge hit .296 and 311 home runs and nearly 2900 hits. So all three of these guys 
individually put up Hall of Fame numbers it’s pretty evident, and now they all have a home in 
Cooperstown, but more importantly they are now new teammates as the Class of 2017, teammates of 
that class, and with every other Hall of Famer elected prior to them, earning election yesterday. So 
gentlemen, the three of you combined to wear the uniforms of 10 different teams – he was only one – 
all of which will appear on all of your plaques. But now you’re teammates on the greatest team ever 
assembled, the Hall of Fame team, and you have to be proud of that. Jane and I have talked and we’re 
giving you all lifetime contracts, you’re not going anywhere, and we’re thrilled to welcome you to 
Cooperstown. So I think with that, maybe we can put on your jerseys and caps. 

Shestakofsky: Now we’d like to ask each of our newest members of the Hall of Fame to give an opening 
remark. We will start with you Jeff. 
 
Bagwell: Hi everyone. Really excited to be here, it’s kind of surreal. I really have no idea what I’m doing, 
but enjoying every moment of it. To be with Pudge and Rock, I couldn’t be more happy. Great dudes, 
having a great time together, just laughing at each other. In the baseball world, you have to be able to 
laugh at each other. And you know, we make fun of each other about how much we weigh, and trying to 
get this damn jersey on, and get my jacket off, stuff like that. But it truly, truly is an honor to be here, 
like I said – surreal – to be in this situation. I mean to be in the Hall of Fame, it’s crazy, man. And I 
couldn’t be more happy to be here, and I’m just trying to take this all in, so thanks.  
 
Shestakofsky: Thanks, Jeff. Tim?  
 
Raines: Well I’d like to say thank you all for coming. And, it’s been a long time, it’s been a process for 



me. This is my tenth year, my last year of eligibility, and the writers finally got it right. It was very 
emotional yesterday, I was at home with my kids, I have twin daughters that are 6 years old, and my 
wife, and it’s probably the first time that any of them have seen me that kind of emotional. Usually I’m 
the one that has the smile on my face, and is trying to get everyone else to smile about everything. 
Yesterday, was the first time that I felt like someone needed to get me to smile, but in the right way. I’ve 
been thinking about this for a long time. When this first started, I had a lot of hair, and now my beard is 
so white, my kids call me Santa. And I have no hair anymore. You know, it took a while, better late than 
never. Yesterday I think I was one of the happiest guys in the world. And it’s really fitting and I’m very 
proud to be up here with these two guys. I mean, I remember when I played against this guy to the right 
here, I’m one of those guys who likes to always talks to first basemen. He was one of the few guys who 
never said a word. And this is the first times I’ve ever heard his voice, today. But it’s all good. Pudge, I 
met Pudge when he was a kid. I think his first game he played in the major leagues was against the 
White Sox, and I was with the White Sox. He had just got married, and just got called up to the big 
leagues. When you’re a veteran guy, you and catchers don’t get along too well, usually, but I remember 
you know Pudgey being behind home plate when he first started. I don’t remember him saying so much 
because he was probably in awe about being there, and he didn’t speak good English either, but I 
remember him making a throw down to second base for the first time and I was like “Woah, I don’t 
think I’ll run when we play against these guys.” It’s an honor, I’m so proud to be here, it’s actually 
something I never really expected, as a young kid. Football was my game when I was a kid, I never really 
dreamed of being a baseball player. I used to dream of being an NFL player. As you guys know, I’m not 
one of the biggest guys in the world. And when I saw Joe Morgan win MVP two years in a row, that 
made my decision for me, when it came to baseball. I am so happy and honored to be here, and I can’t 
wait to have some fun. 
 
Rodriguez: Tim what I said to you in Chicago, I said to you in Spanish. I said I’ve got a good arm, don’t try 
to steal on me. But you did. I’m very happy to be here, you know, first of all I’d just like to say thanks to 
the writers, for having us in the Hall in 2017. I appreciate that from every single one of you guys. Jeff, 
Cooperstown and the Hall of Fame, thanks for having us in the house. I’m happy to be here with all of 
your guys, being together with two good friends, even though that we never played together. But as 
baseball players we are like a family. We respect each other, played the game hard, played the game the 
right way. Say hello the first time up, and then we don’t hear ourselves for the rest of the game, but that 
is what baseball is all about, playing hard. Being in the room, wearing this jersey at the end of your 
career, you can’t ask for anything more than that. I want to say thanks to my family, they’ve been there 
since day one, my son, my two daughters, my wife, my whole family, they are a big part of our careers. 
Just having the family behind us, day in and day out, you guys don’t know how hard it is some time for 
the family and the wife, raising the kids at home while we are traveling, and work hard to be good I 
guess. And just an honor, this is an honor and pleasure to be here. I wanted to wish the other players 
that got short this year, Vladdy and the guys. For sure 100% they will be in the Hall of Fame you know, in 
the next few years. So I’m very happy, thank you for having me, what can I say? I’m very happy, thank 
you. 
 
Shestakofsky: Thanks, Pudge. We are now ready to begin the Q&A portion. If you have a question, 
please do raise your hand, and a microphone will be brought to you. Please do wait for the microphone 
to begin asking your question, state your name and affiliate and do direct your question at the 



beginning, thank you. 
 
Lloyd Carroll: Tim I remember a game, 20 years ago, Shea Stadium you hit three home runs on May 1st. 
What I remember about that was not just the three home runs, but it was your first game back after you  
were a free agent, and there was some alleged collusion. I think you were a Montreal Expo, I wonder if 
you could recollect that time, how frustrating that was, and that experience.  
 
Raines: Well it was frustrating, I think the most frustrating part of that whole year was you know, not 
being able to become a free agent. I think that was part of the reason why I went free agent, and 
unfortunately I didn’t get an opportunity to do that. At the time, I wasn’t really thinking about leaving 
Montreal. But I wanted to see my market value as a player, and that was what it was all about. I still 
ended up going back to Montreal, which is where I wanted to stay. But I wanted to see the market value 
of myself as a player at that time. Unfortunately things didn’t work out that way, so it hurt me in a lot of 
ways. I missed spring training, I missed the first month of the season, the only time that happened to me 
in my career. That was what was going on. When I went to New York, I remember going to extended 
spring to get ready to go, to major leagues and I thought that I had like two or three weeks to get 
prepared. They gave me one day, I had seven at-bats, I led off every game, I got like four or five hits and 
stole a few bases and they said “OK, that’s enough, go to the big leagues.” I was in the line up the next 
day. I hadn’t saw a pitcher in about five months, especially a major league pitcher. I remember going to 
batting practice, not hitting any balls out of the cage in batting practice, being so nervous. David Cone 
was starting that day, he was pretty tough around that time. And I was like, ‘This is not going to be 
good.’ I wasn’t sure if it was going to be good. I remember the first pitch he threw me, a fastball up and 
in, hit it off the right field wall. I almost missed second base running around because I hadn’t been on 
the base path in so long. But after that hit, it kind of got me going, I ended up getting four hits that 
game, hitting a grand slam to win the game in the 10th, but I think as players you know you love the 
game so much you don’t want to lose any time from not playing. But that was a situation where I stood 
for something and it went against me, but all in all we’re still baseball players, we still have to go out 
there and play, and it didn’t really matter if I missed spring training the first month, I was ready to go.  
 
Barry Bloom: [inaudible question] 
 
Rodriguez: Well, I’m going to go in as a Texas Ranger. I know I played with five very good organizations 
in my career, if they let me I would wear all the hats if I could. But you have to go with one which is the 
majority of years you played, I grew up since I was 16 years old all the way to 2002 there, and you know, 
pretty much I think it’s a no brainer that I have to go in as a Ranger. 
 
Bagwell: I’m an Astros guy. 
 
Raines: You know, I think you know, I won two World Championships in New York, played in Chicago for 
five years, played in Baltimore for a week, and I played in Miami. But my career started in Montreal, I 
spent 13 years there, it’s only fitting that I go in as an Expo. 
 
Bagwell: I’m going to answer one thing, I think this is the greatest Hall of Fame class ever, because I’m 
the tallest one in the entire class, and I’m just happy about that. 



Rodriguez: But he was the shortest hitter in baseball. 

Bagwell: Yeah, whatever 
 
Raines: I forgot what the second question was. 
 
Shestakofsky: Barry can you repeat the second question.  
 
Barry Bloom: [inaudible question] 
 
Raines: For me, I don’t really think it matters, once you’re on the ballot, you just hope you get in. It 
doesn’t matter when, or how, but you know, the one thing about us players, once we retire we’re done. 
There is nothing we can do to change our stats, our make it even sweeter or better for the writers to 
see. So it took me 10 years, but again, my stats didn’t change 15 years ago. So obviously there are some 
things that the writers probably noticed, that they didn’t notice one year, so again, a lot of people say 
getting in on that first ballot it’s tough. But there are some guys that are always shoe-ins, like this guy 
right here, kind of knew he was going to be a first ballot guy. And there are some other guys that I 
thought might have been first ballot guys. But we have no control, of what these guys are voting or what 
they are voting for. It’s quite interesting but I’m happy to be a part of that 12 guys.  
 
Rodriguez: For me the good thing is we have a good team in Cooperstown. To be right next to all these 
Hall of Famers, that are already in Cooperstown, to me it is a privilege to be there. Just being there, I’m 
fortunate to be there as a first-timer, just five years ago I retired and now I’m going to be in 
Cooperstown, for me it’s an honor to be in this situation. I can’t wait until July, when I see all these Hall 
of Famers behind us, it’s going to be great.  
 
Robert Grayson: To Tim - Speed was such an important part of your game, I thought maybe you could 
address that, but did it have a negative impact at any point in terms of wear and tear on your body, and 
for Jeff and Pudge if you could talk about defensing a guy who plays the game like that? 
 
Rodriguez: The good thing is that we are in the Hall of Fame, so I don’t have to worry about Tim on the 
bases any more. It was very hard to throw him out. But I think it is about preparation, making sure you 
stay in great shape. If you see Jeff Tim and myself, we kept ourselves in good shape every single day, 
working out during the off season and playing every day. Stay strong mentally and go out there and play 
as hard as you can. 
 
Raines: For me, I’m older than these guys, I’ve been out longer than them. I had my time, I spent 23 
years playing, so I had to do a lot of preparation, getting prepared day in and day out. When I retired, I 
told myself I’m not going to go through that anymore. I didn’t have to. But I mean I had kids, I run 
around enough to try and keep me in shape. But for me, speed was what got me to the big leagues. As 
the years went on I learned how to do other things offensively – get on base, draw walks – but the game 
of baseball, the only way you can win games is by scoring runs. Baggy did that well, Pudge did that well. I 
mean a lot of times, we always talk about the home run, guys driving in a lot of runs, but guys without 
guys on bases, they don’t get those 100 RBIs, they don’t get those RBIs when they hit a pop fly to short 
left field, and they have a guy on third base that can score that run. They don’t get it when you hit a 



ground ball and you get an RBI. So, my job was to do that for those guys, and they love when that 
happens. And when you have that kind of relationship with your teammates, that’s what baseball is all 
about. We are the only sport that you play every day. People always say baseball is easy. But we are the 
only professional sport that plays seven days a week, and we travel a lot. We’ll go to a town and play 
three or four days, but if we are playing another team we are going to another city. It might look easy, 
but again, it’s a tough grind. 162 games, as well as Spring Training, you definitely have to be prepared 
for the season. And that’s what baseball is all about and that’s why I love it so much. 

Bagwell: I’m just going to speak to what Rock just said. A lot of times in this game, people don’t 
appreciate the small things. It could be like Tim says, ground ball to short, he scores. Still might go 0 for 
4 but I got a Ribby, good day. That’s what makes your team better. It’s sac flys, it’s stolen bases. I 
guarantee you in 808 stolen bases, stole second, stole third, and someone hit a fly ball, it makes for a 
nice day. It’s the little things that guys like me really appreciate – the RBIs – obviously Pudge, also, we 
appreciate that stuff. That was a big part of our team, was appreciating what other people do to make 
you better. I was very fortunate, I had Craig Biggio who did that for me. I’m sure Hawk would say the 
same thing about Rock. And that’s what makes this game great, and this is what we play for. We play to 
win, we play to make other people feel better about their day. We do play 162 games and that’s a long 
time man, that’s tough. But to be sitting here with these two – I mean I could go on and on about Pudge, 
what he has been as a catcher and a hitter. I’m still mad at Pudge because he picked me off in an 
exhibition game when I was at first base because I wasn’t really paying attention, and I just don’t think 
that’s right. I mean come on, man, let me concentrate during the season, I don’t need to concentrate 
now. And what Rock has done in his career – I mean I don’t talk much and I’m talking too much right 
now – but I couldn’t think of two better guys who have done so much for their clubs, and their 
organizations, to make baseball better. And that’s what we are in the business for, to talk about how 
great the game is, and I think these two guys have just epitomized what it is to be a major league 
baseball player and a Hall of Famer, so I just want to say thanks for being able to sit here with these two 
guys. 
 
Bill Ladson: This is for Tim Raines. I spoke to Jim Fanning before he passed away, and he envisioned you 
as another Joe Morgan after he drafted you. How were you able to make the adjustment from second 
base to left field. Did you ever think you were going to be a Hall of Fame outfielder? And also, at the 
beginning of your career, you had some off field problems, and I’d like to know how you were able to 
get over that. 
 
Raines: Well for the first question, like I said earlier, Joe was my idol. He was the reason I chose to be a 
professional baseball player. Seeing the things he did on the field, was phenomenal. Second baseman, 
hit home runs, stole bases, golden glove second basemen. But that was the one thing I couldn’t do that 
well, play second base. So if you took away my defensive [inaudible] in not being good enough to play 
second, it made it so much easier for me to go to the outfield, not so much that I didn’t think I could play 
second, but I felt like as a lead off guy, playing the outfield could be a lot more stress less. That I didn’t 
have to be so much concerned with my defense, that I could focus more on my offense, I took a lot of 
pride in my defense but my offense was what got me to the big leagues, the things that I did on the base 
path, the things that I did with the bat, I never won a golden glove, but I don’t know if people ever saw 
me play the outfield, I was a pretty decent outfielder. I think there were a couple of years I had a chance 
to win a golden glove, but back in those days, if you didn’t play center field, you weren’t going to win a 



golden glove. But that did not bother me. I mean, I didn’t care, as long as I felt like I did what I needed to 
do for my teammates and our organization and our fans, and it really didn’t matter. And Jim Fanning, I 
remember when he first started managing for the Expos. It was his first time even managing anywhere. I 
knew him as being in the front office, but I didn’t really know him like that. And all of a sudden he 
became my manager, we hit it off really well, because he loved the way I ran. He’s the only guy in 
baseball who called me Timmy. He said ‘Run Timmy Run, that’s all I want to see you do is run.’ It didn’t 
really matter what he called me because he was the manager, and I wasn’t going to say anything about 
it. Joe Morgan was my idol, I hadn’t spoken to him in three or four years, and I was concerned. I had 
heard he was having some health issues and he called me yesterday, and you know, that was, to have 
him call me, especially after I hadn’t heard from him in a long time meant a lot to me. We’ve been 
friends ever since I’ve been playing in the major leagues, and just to hear his voice made this day so 
much more special. No wonder I wanted to forget that second question. Well, I was young. I was 20 
years old, not that that is an excuse. But you know, when you come from a small town, you go to the 
city life, it’s certainly different from what you are accustomed to. I got off to a good start as a young 
player. Sometimes when you do some things that you weren’t sure you could do and all of a sudden 
you’re a name at a young age, a lot of times you don’t know which direction to go. And unfortunately for 
myself I kind of stepped in the wrong direction. Not that, I didn’t know what I was doing, but it was my 
first year, full season as a rookie, we were a game away from going to the World Series. After we were 
out of it, I think it kind of took something out of me a little bit. I wasn’t really sure what I was doing, we 
made the All Star Team we got a chance to go to the World Series, but we lose, and then a lot of times 
you don’t know how to react to a lot of that stuff. And all of a sudden all kind of people are coming at 
you in so many different ways, and as a young kid a lot of times you don’t know how to handle that. And 
I felt like I was very immature at that time, and something happened, and once I realized what I was 
doing and knew that it was wrong, I took care of it. I had guys on my team that helped me a lot, Andre 
Dawson, Gary Carter, Ellis Valentine – I had those guys in my corner and that’s all it took for me to go in 
the right direction.  
 
[Inaudible name]: Pudge, over the years, since your career there has been a lot of speculation about 
steroids, especially since Jose’s book. Can you say now what you did or didn’t do, the reasons for it, 
whether looking back you would make different choices? 
  
Rodriguez: Basically what I did was work very, very hard physically and mentally to play 21 years, I think 
that is the key of my career. I know there was a lot of speculation, but look at where I am right now. Day 
in and day out to be the best in what I did, which is to play baseball, which is the sport that I love. And 
basically I played hard, and I did my best to do it, and basically that’s the only thing I can tell you. I know 
it’s a great sport, baseball is different today which is great, it’s great for baseball, but as a player growing 
up, conditioning and being prepared physically and mentally, you can play this game for a long time. 

[Inaudible name]: Will you address at all what happened and whether you did or didn’t? 
 
Rodriguez: I didn’t.  
 
[Inaudible name]: You’re not addressing it or you said that you didn’t?  
 
Rodriguez: I was a player that played the game the right way, and I think that’s probably the way that I 



can tell you. I was a very disciplined player. Worked hard, did the best I could, and loved the game of 
baseball. 
 
Marly Rivera: I’m going to ask you a question in English and Spanish and if you could answer in both, 
just for the benefit of everybody – you’re welcome Shesta. This is the first time you can address the 
Puerto Rican people as the first Puerto Rican first-ballot Hall of Famer outside of the special election that 
was done for Roberto Clemente, what does it mean to you to be the fourth Puerto Rican Hall of Famer, 
and you in partly might be a little bit disappointed to not go in with Vlad and with Edgar?  
 
Rodriguez: Edgar and Vladimir Guerrero are two good friends of mine, Vladimir was very close this year 
to be in the same table that we are at this moment, and probably next year is going to be his turn. Edgar 
Martinez every year is getting more and more support from you guys, from the media, which I 
appreciate from you guys. Those two guys, their years and their careers – of course they deserve to be 
in the Hall of Fame. As far as what they did on the field and off the field, those guys are tremendous. 
And then to be the first Puerto Rican first ballot ,to me that is an honor, being there coming from a very 
small island, and just having the fourth Puerto Rican in the Hall of Fame is an honor to be there. And also 
the eighth Latin player in the Hall of Fame is a tremendous honor, just to be part of the group. As far as 
the Edgar and Vladdy I’m sure they are going to be in the same place as us, and as a Latin I’m very proud 
to be in the Hall of Fame it’s an honor. 
 
Alyson Footer: Jeff this is for you, of course. We are all pretty familiar with the evolution of your 
strange, squatted batting stance. But after speaking to some of your former coaches, back in ’91 when 
you were working your way on to the team in that Spring Training, there was some conversation that 
maybe your stance wasn’t going to translate well to the big leagues. And that was before you crouched 
so low, it was still unconventional. Do you remember if any one talked to you about trying to change, 
and when you decided being that low that was comfortable?  
 
Rodriguez: He wants to be a catcher. 
 
Bagwell: I was told something a long time ago, when I was playing in Cape Cod, I was always messing 
with my stance. They said ‘Man, it’s not broke. So why would you fix it? You’re still hitting like you the 
way you do.’ I continued to tinker with it, but apparently I kept hitting, so it worked. I think In ’94 is 
when I got to somewhere where I ended up, if I was really, really wide, I told Pudge this too, I couldn’t 
see the ball, I was terrible, I was probably going to strike out at some point. There was some certain 
times during that evolution of that stance that it worked, so I just stuck with it, that’s all I got. It worked 
out. 

Shestakofsky: We have time for one more question on the left, towards the center aisle. 
 
[inaudible name]: So I guess we will kind of end at the beginning for you guys, before you started in 
Houston, Montreal and Arlington, you were starting in West Palm Beach, Castonia and New Britain. How 
did the minors kind of impact you guys, in what ended up being Hall of Fame careers? 
 
Rodriguez: I started in Florida, at the time there was nothing around there. Omar can tell you about it, 
he’s right there. It was great, that was the first stop in my career after I came from Puerto Rico, it was a 



great place just to be there. And from there I went to Castonia, I was lucky that I didn’t play rookie, I 
went through Single A right away, thanks to Omar Minaya again. To get my story short, I was glad and 
lucky to have a short minor league career, I only played two and a half years in the minor leagues. And 
then at the age of 19 I was in Chicago, playing my first major league baseball game. But I think right now, 
compared spring training from where we start to now, it’s totally different, you see some beautiful 
baseball complexes, especially Arizona, and it’s beautiful. Being there, you want to stay there the whole 
day. That’s how beautiful they are today, compared to spring trainings back in our days, we were in the 
middle of nowhere with very tough fields. But I think it changed completely, but to me, I was very 
happy. 
 
Raines: I think the minor leagues was very important. I came out of high school, I was 17 I was young, I 
played rookie ball. And then I went to high A ball and then played double A and I was called up to the big 
leagues shortly after my second full season. As a high school kid, you go into pro ball not really knowing 
what you were getting yourself into. Being from a small town in Florida, you know how the guys play 
around in your area, around Orlando and Daytona Beach, but you don’t know about guys from Puerto 
Rico, Venezuela, the Dominican, Japan – all over the world. You don’t know how you fit in when you first 
start. For me, I didn’t know, I was hoping in the first two full seasons I would know. Fortunately for me, I 
did know, and they called me up to the big leagues, there was no looking back from there. 

Bagwell: I don’t want to hear about Pudge talking about fields in spring training, he was a catcher, he 
didn’t have to take ground balls. The minor leagues were some of the best times I’ve ever had. That’s 
when I got to meet Darryl Kile, got to meet some people I’ve remained friends with for over 25 years. 
Just a great time. I was very fortunate, I only played a year and a half in the minor leagues, I got lucky. 
Got with the right organization at the right time, and got a chance to play in the big leagues with some 
amazing people and I will take those friendships with me forever. As I sit here today and think about 
those friendships that I had in the minor leagues, it means a lot to me. The one story  I will say, when I 
was told I was going to Houston, I sitting next to Darryl Kile on the bus, and we were driving by this hotel 
called the Save Inn, and both Darrell and I thought they were going to drop us off at the hotel called the 
Save Inn and say ‘just kidding.’ I really had no idea I was going to get to the big leagues, but it was fun I 
enjoyed my time in the minor leagues, it carried a long way with me and with my teammates that we 
are all in this together, it’s not one person that is better than another, we’re in this together. I just 
enjoyed it. 

Shestakofsky: And with that I just want to thank you all for attending today’s event, and we look 
forward to seeing you and these three gentlemen the weekend of July 28th- 31st in Cooperstown.  


