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George: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by.  Welcome to the Bud Selig 

Conference Call.  During the presentation, all participants will be in a listen 

only mode.  Afterwards we will conduct a question and answer session.  At 

the time if you have a question, press the one followed by the four on your 

telephone.  If at any time during the conference, you need to speak to an 

operator, press star-zero. 

 

 As a reminder, this conference is being recorded Friday, July 21st, 2017.  I 

will now turn the conference over to Jon Shestakofsky, Vice President of 

Communications of the Baseball Hall of Fame.  Please go ahead, sir. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Thank you, George.  Hello, everyone, and welcome to today’s conference call 

with 2017 Hall of Fame inductee, MLB Commissioner Emeritus Bud Selig.  

Thanks for joining us. 

 

 One week from Sunday at 1:30 pm Eastern time on July 30th, Commissioner 

Selig will join the four other members of the Hall of Fame’s Class of 2017 on 

the stage on the grounds of the Clark Sports Center in Cooperstown.  The 

induction ceremony will be televised live on MLB Network, broadcast 
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nationally on MLB Network Radio, and will be streamed online at 

BaseballHall.org. 

 

 This is the last of today’s conference calls with each of the five newest 

members of the Baseball Hall of Fame.  And a note to media that transcripts 

of all five conference calls will be available within the next 48 hours at 

BaseballHall.org. 

 

 Now we are ready to begin and I will turn it back over to George. 

 

George: Thank you.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to register a question, 

press the one followed by the four on your telephone.  You’ll hear a three tone 

prompt to acknowledge your request.  If your question has been answered and 

you would like to withdraw your registration, press the one followed by the 

three. 

 

 Once again for a question it’s one-four. 

 

 Our first question comes from the line of Robert Grayson with Sports Profiles.  

Please go ahead. 

 

Robert Grayson: Yes, congratulations, Commissioner. 

 

Bud Selig: Thank you very much. 

 

Robert Grayson: I was wondering was there a time, while you were Commissioner, did you 

miss being an owner? 

 

Bud Selig: That’s a great question.  You know, I loved being an owner.  And I’d done it, 

as you know, for about 25 years before I became Interim Commissioner.  And 
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I guess I can tell you that I did miss the contact I had with baseball people.  At 

the time, and I said that to people, I missed talking to scouts every day, and 

managers, and general managers through thick and thin.  And, you know 

when you own a team that long, obviously you’re going to – so the answer to 

your question is yes, I did miss the day-to-day contact with the baseball 

people.   

 

 That was sort of a void in my life.  And I tried to do as much of that as I could 

while I was the commissioner, because I had enjoyed it so much; and 

particularly the scouts, and the managers, and the general managers. 

 

Robert Grayson: I know when you got the team it was sort of like a sudden thing.  I mean, were 

you prepared to… 

 

Bud Selig: Well, was it sudden?  Well we got it March 31st, 10:15 in the evening, and we 

opened on April – in fact I have a ticket in my drawer here.  I think it was 

either April 7th or April 8th.  It was unbelievable. 

 

 And I remember going to the office the next morning and we had a temporary 

switchboard operator.  The Brewers, at that time, had one person, me.  And so 

the switchboard operator introduced herself and said you know I’m just here 

temporarily.  Well, she stayed 40 years.  And so that’s how it all started. 

 

 And, you know, we had trucks in Salt Lake City who were either poised to go 

to Seattle or to come to Milwaukee.  So they began the trip to Milwaukee and 

I remember our equipment manager, who had been with the Braves.  And 

Tommy Ferguson, who I knew well, and he said, “What are we going to do?”  

I said we’re just going to take the S off and put the M on, that’s all it’ll be.  

And that’s what it was. 
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 So, yes, it was really very, very quick and stunningly 38-39 thousand people 

showed up for the game, and we had eight days to get ready.  It was, you 

wouldn’t want to do that again, but it was a great experience. 

 

Robert Grayson: And one other question I wanted to ask you. Was there anything about being 

an owner that surprised you?  That you didn’t expect.  You worked so hard to 

get a team, was there anything that came as a surprise to you about… 

 

Bud Selig: Yes, there were a lot of things.  You know, I thought I had spent five-and-a-

half years getting a team, and when you finally got it, I thought I really knew 

baseball well.  But once you got there and understood the complexities of so 

many things, and life was much simpler then than it is now. You bet I was 

surprised about a lot of things, including all the baseball aspects of it. 

 

 The business aspects I had really studied during that period, so I was, I can’t 

say that I was surprised.  But yes, building a team and doing all things was far 

more painful than I had been led to believe. 

 

Robert Grayson: All right.  Thank you, I appreciate it. 

 

Lou Selig: Thank you. 

 

George: Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder for a question, it’s one-four on your 

telephone. 

 

 Our next question comes from the line of Jerry Beach with Sports Exchange.  

Please proceed. 

 

Jerry Beach: Hey, Bud, a two-part question.   
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Bud Selig: Sure. 

 

Jerry Beach: First what do you remember about the 1987 season for the Brewers, you know 

the team’s streak season you guys had? 

Bud Selig: Well, that’s what it was, team streak.  It was amazing.  What I remember, I 

guess I’ll never forget, is the twelfth win on Easter Sunday against Texas.  We 

had won 11 in a row on a beautiful warm April day which was very unusual 

around here.  We’re playing Texas.  We’re going into the last half of the ninth 

inning, I think we’re losing four to one, as I remember, and Rob Deer hit a 

two or three run home run to tie the game.  And then stunningly Dale Swain 

hit a two run home to win the game.  

 

 And how could you ever forget that?  And in fact the Brewers have been 

compiling a lot of highlights of franchise and that certainly is one of them.  So 

it was an amazing year because you know the quote that Gabe Paul Senior 

used to say, there are some weeks you think you’re never going to win another 

game, and other weeks you think you’ll never lose another game. 

 

 That was really true in ’87.  By the way, we wound up winning I think 92 

games, so we had more good streaks than bad.  But I’ll never forget that 

Easter Sunday.  That was stunning.  Then we went to Chicago and won 

another game, and then we went through a little losing – but it was really, it 

was an amazing club. 

 

Jerry Beach: Do you think it seemed like that today?  Can you imagine the attention that 

something like that would have got?  I mean, no one touched 13 straight wins 

to open a season since then.  You had the no hitters in the middle of it. 

 

Bud Selig: Right. 
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Jerry Beach: What kind of attention do you think a team like that would have today, being 

in a smaller market?  Do you just kind of grab the attention, you might have 

gotten it? 

 

Bud Selig: Oh, I don’t think there’s any doubt.  When the Mets won (Neavis) pitched a 

no hitter in Baltimore.  And it was, they were good, they were really good.  

And the guys were having a great year obviously.  We hit these little things.  

But as I say, we wound up 22 games over 500 and you bet, that season was an 

attention getter. 

 

 And as I remember now, Molitor’s 39 game hitting streak came there too. 

 

Jerry Beach: Yes.  Right now, after the All Star break. 

 

Bud Selig: Yes, yes, that’s right.  And so you bet that was an attention getter.  That was 

an amazing year. 

 

Jerry Beach: And lastly, I talked to Chris Bosio about that season and he said that he 

believed that ‘87 when you guys won 92 games to finish four or five back 

from Detroit and Toronto.  And in ‘92 when you had that great finish with Cal 

Eldred and came up just short, he said he believed that that was the impetus 

for you to kind of start pushing fellow owners for a wild card.  Is that true, and 

if so what do you recall about that thought process, those two near miss 

seasons you had there? 

 

Bud Selig: Well, you know, I’ve often said we had a bunch of 90 game win seasons 

where we didn’t, because we were in the American League East, and I wish 

we had had a wild card.  But I can’t tell you, and Chris was part of that, too, 

but I can’t tell you that I, that pushed to the wild card.   
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 I had begun after I became commissioner, or acting commissioner, John 

Harrington and Dave Montgomery, John Harrington of the Red Sox and Dave 

Montgomery of the Phillies, the three of us had worked on a lot of schedules 

together, and we began to talk almost immediately, the day after I took over.  

It was obvious that we needed a wild card.  We had expanded, we were up I 

think 26 teams then, and we had never changed our format.  And so you sort 

of have to ask yourself why don’t we have a wild card? And it was in 

September of ‘93 in Boston when we went to the wild card.     

 

 But yet, Chris is not wrong in this sense.  This was another year where Cubs 

won 90 plus games and we’re not in the playoffs.  And that struck everybody 

as being wrong. 

 

Jerry Beach: All right.  Thanks so much. 

 

Bud Selig: Thank you. 

 

George: Our next question comes from the line of Bradford Doolittle with ESPN.com.  

Please go ahead. 

 

Bradford Doolittle: Hi, Bud, thanks for taking the time and congratulations. 

 

Bud Selig: Thank you very much. 

 

Bradford Doolittle: I want to ask you, there was a time like during your tenure where so much 

of the discussion around the game revolved around the market size and the 

market disparities from one franchise to another, and whether smaller market 

teams could compete.   
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 And now I think we’re at the point where while everybody recognizes that’s a 

factor, nobody looks at it as the overriding factor in whether a team wins or 

losses, the Royals being a great example of that recently.  The Brewers in first 

place this year. 

 

Bud Selig: Right, right. 

 

Bradford Doolittle: How much do you feel that is part of your legacy as Commissioner? 

 

Bud Selig: I’m proud of it.  I mean, I have to be really candid with you, a big part.  

Because I knew in the nineties that it was obvious that with cable television 

and everything like that, that the word disparity had really, really come to bear 

in a very tough way.   

 

 And I would tell when I had my – this is in the nineties – my economic team 

of George Will, George Mitchel, my Blue Ribbon Committee, Paul Volcker 

and Rick Levin, the President of Yale.  And within two or three meetings, 

they called me into the office, they were a very independent group, and said 

you have a problem.  And I then said to them, yes, I know, that’s why you 

guys are here.  I like you, but I don’t like you that much, you’re here for that 

reason. 

 

 You’ve got 25 clubs that can’t really win, it’s true.  And you know you look at 

Kansas City and Minnesota and all the things that were going on.  So I knew 

there had to be a substantial economic reformation of the sport.  There had to 

be a bunch of other things that happen.  And so, you bet, I don’t mind telling 

you when I went to Kansas City in ’14 and ’15, I was very proud, no question, 

because we had changed the dynamic. 
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 And today, you know the theory was then, and it is now, what I wanted is 

management to take over.  It shouldn’t just be about money.  You know big 

markets will always be big and small markets, and the big markets need to do 

well.  And so I think we fashioned a system with a dry after, with everything 

else where we’ve at least – I had a line that I used to use to the clubs at every 

major league meeting.  Open faith.  Our job to create open faith in as many 

places as possible.  And yes, we did that. 

 

 And you’ve used Kansas City, and here you got Minnesota doing well, 

Milwaukee doing well, and it’s in everybody’s best interests.  And I think 

people began to understand that after a while. 

 

Bradford Doolittle: Thank you. 

 

Bud Selig: Thank you. 

 

George: Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder, to ask a question press one-four on your 

telephone. 

 

 Our next question comes from the line of John Khakis with the Associated 

Press.  Please go ahead. 

 

John Khakis: Hey, Bud, I’m just wondering, I haven’t read anything about your dreams as a 

young guy in baseball. Did you dream one day of playing the major leagues? 

 

Bud Selig: Well, it’s a great question, and I have talked about it.  And the answer to your 

question is yes, my students ask me that. But let me tell you, I mean I have to 

tell you a story. 
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 I was a Yankee fan, and oh that’s before the Braves came to Milwaukee.  And 

then I was a Joe DiMaggio fan, so I dreamed about, I think I had myself 

convinced that I was going to be the successor to Joe DiMaggio, forget 

Mickey Mantle, of course. 

 

 But about 1948 or 9, somebody threw me a curveball in a game and that was 

the end of me.  I was baling out, and baling out would be kind, and so I 

realized then you know I love the game, and I never knew how it was all 

going to take place, I had no idea.  I was reminiscing in Madison one day this 

year and when I was in college, I was back there to teach, that I used to come 

to the library, not only to study but to read all the out of town newspapers on 

baseball. 

 

 So when the Braves left Milwaukee and all the things that happened followed, 

there was no question it was a dream of mine in some way, some form, to be 

involved with major league baseball.  So that’s as much as I can tell you. 

 

John Khakis: Thanks, appreciate it. 

 

Bud Selig: Thank you. 

 

George: Our next question comes from the line of (Fernando Ribas) with the 

(unintelligible).  Please go ahead. 

 

(Fernando Ribas): Yes, thank you very much.  Congratulations. 

 

Bud Selig: Thank you, thank you. 

 

(Fernando Ribas): American league is going to be in along with all our Puerto Rican Hall of 

Famers and also other Latin players are already in.  How important is this 
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group of people to the Puerto Rico market and Caribbean market in the 

league? 

 

Bud Selig: Somebody’s got to help me a little bit there, because I didn’t hear the 

question. 

 

(Fernando Ribas): Yes, okay, again.  Can you hear me now? 

 

Bud Selig: Yes.  

 

(Fernando Ribas): Okay, I’m sorry.  The American League is getting in this year along with 

some other three Puerto Rican Hall of Famers, and other Latin players are 

already in the Hall of Fame.  How important are these group of players to their 

Puerto Rican and Caribbean market for MLB? 

 

Bud Selig: Well, they’re very important.  And I’m delighted.  You know, look, as a 

history buff, and I guess you all know that I am a history buff in every way, 

shape and form; baseball history and other history.  It’s just terribly important.  

And when you think back to Roberto Clemente and everything that’s 

happened since then, very, very important to baseball and I’m delighted that 

we continue to add as we are this year.  And it creates not only diversity but 

it’s a culture that we want to perpetuate.  And so all this is very, very 

important.  And I’m delighted starting with Roberto and going on up to the 

present day, and with Budge, it’s very important. 

 

 I know it’s important in Puerto Rico, but it’s very, very important to all of us, 

too, and very meaningful, by the way. 

 

(Fernando Ribas): Okay.  Thank you very much. 
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Bud Selig: Thank you. 

 

George: Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder, to ask a question press one-four on your 

telephone. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: And we have time for one or two more questions.  Thanks. 

 

George: Our next question comes from the line of Robert Grayson with Sports 

Profiles.  Please go ahead. 

 

Robert Grayson: Yes, I just wanted to follow-up with one thing.  You’re such a big fan, and 

you’re an owner, you were an owner, did you find that being a fan, it had to 

cross over a little bit.  And did you find it difficult? 

 

Bud Selig: You know it did.  Yes, no, no, no, it did.  I often said, no, that’s – and the 

reason I’m chuckling, we had the ’82 Brewers, the Brewers did last Saturday 

night, and there they all were.  And it was really emotional for me, seeing all 

of them.  Robin Yount, of course I see all the time.  And Raleigh I see on 

occasion, and Molitor.  And then I love Cecil Cooper and Vukovich, and 

Teddy Simmons and Jimmy Gantner, it was, I became very close to my 

players. 

 

 And I’ve often said, I would have been a lousy General Manager because I 

never would have traded anybody.  I became really close.  But that’s why 

when Harry Dalton was here, he was a great General Manager, and he did that 

for 15, 16 years.  And while we talked about everything, he had the courage to 

do things I wouldn’t have done. 

 

 So yes, it’s a great question.  I did become extremely close to my players.  

And it was a different era, and a different world – but I guess I can tell you 
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guys a story.  I only made one trade in my life.  We’re in between general 

managers and (Dee Fundi) who was the Director of Scouting and one of the 

best scouts, maybe the best scout I ever knew, and we were at a baseball 

meeting and Dick O’Connell who was the general manager of the Red Sox 

came up to me and said the boss, and the boss was Tom Yawkey, would like 

to get Boomer back, George Scott, who was our big first baseman. 

 

 So I said, I went over and told (Dee) and he was happy.  And he said we want 

Cecil Cooper.  And I said, okay.  And I knew that we did.  And but he also 

wanted him to take (Bernie Carbell) back, which I went back to (Deck) and 

said this is it, this is what we’ll do.  (Deck) looked at me, because he made 

deals quickly and said let me talk to the boss.  And the boss was sitting over 

there, and I went over there, and I had a lot of affection for Tom Yawkey and 

that was it.   

 

 And so I quit then because I will never have made another deal that could be 

as good, and I really didn’t really like trading players.  But it turns out Cecil 

Cooper became one of my all-time favorites. 

 

 And by the way, if I can say this, somebody studies his average, there was a 

period of seven or eight years, he was as good a hitter as there was in baseball. 

 

 Well I hope that answers your question. 

 

Robert Grayson: It does.  Thank you. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: And we have time for one more question. 

 

George: Our next question comes from the line of (JF Godale) with (Della Press).  

Please go ahead. 
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(JF Godale): (Unintelligible) First of all, congratulations.  Obviously we’re from Montreal 

and there’s interest over here, this year specifically because of the introduction 

of Tim Raines. 

 

 I’m sure you noted, you presided over two very painful memories and the 

memories of Montreal sports fans with the strike in 1994 and of course the 

move to Washington ten years later.  I’m curious to see how those events 

ranked in your own memories of your years as a commissioner. 

 

Bud Selig: Well look, 1994 was painful for everybody.  In other words, and I understood 

how good Montreal was.  And by the way, the owner of the team Charles 

Bronfman, was one of the closest friends I have in the world to this day.  And 

in fact I’ve been talking to him about him coming to, and I’m not sure he can 

now, to Cooperstown. 

 

 And it’s for, and I understand that, and I’m very hopeful someday Montreal 

gets a team. Okay?  We had no stadium and there was no ownership group.  

And so in the end, I kept the team.  I sent Frank Robinson there and if you’re 

(unintelligible).  And I know it was clogged issue before that.  I came up to 

Montreal for two or three times to try to get them to build a new stadium. 

 

 So I’m not, not only am I not unsympathetic, I’m actually sympathetic.  I 

loved Mr. Bronfman, and Claude Brochu.  And as I said, we kept the team 

there.  In fact, I had some people in baseball thought I kept it there too long.  I 

mean we had no alternative.  There was no ownership interest and there was 

no stadium interest. 

 

 So I’ll leave it to you.  What else was I supposed to do? 
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(JF Godale): That’s good.  I’m leaving it to you to just comment.  Thank you very much. 

 

Bud Selig: And by the way, I want to tell you, I do think Montreal’s a wonderful baseball 

market. 

 

(JF Godale): Thanks. 

 

George: We will now turn the call back to Jon Shestakofsky for his closing remarks. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky: Yes, thank you all for joining us.  Thank you, Mr. Commissioner, for being on 

the line, and thank everyone for being here for today’s calls.   

 

 As a reminder, Hall of Fame Induction takes place at 1:30 pm Eastern time on 

Sunday, July 30th, right here in Cooperstown on the grounds of the Clark 

Sports Center. 

 

 And this will conclude today’s Baseball Hall of Fame Conference Call 

schedule, and we hope to see you all here in Cooperstown in just a week and a 

half. 

 

George: Ladies and gentlemen, that does conclude the conference call for today.  We 

thank you for your participation and ask that you please disconnect your lines. 

 

 

END 


