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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by and welcome to the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame Ivan Rodriguez conference call.  During the 

presentation, all participants will be in a listen only mode, and afterwards 

we’ll conduct a question and answer session. 

 

At that time, if you have a question, please press the one followed by the four 

on your telephone.  If at any time during a conference you need to reach an 

Operator, please press star or zero.  And as a reminder, this conference is 

being recorded Friday July 21st, 2017.  

 

And now I’d like to turn the conference over to Jon Shestakofsky, Vice 

President of Communications at the Baseball Hall of Fame.  Please go ahead.  

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  Thank you, (Scott) and thank you, Pudge for joining us and thank you all 

for joining us on this conference call.  One week from this coming Sunday at 

1:30 pm.  On July 30th, Pudge here is going to join the four other members of 

the Hall of Fame class of 2017 on the stage at the grounds of the Clark Sports 

Center in Cooperstown.  
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The induction ceremony will be televised live on MLB Network.  It will be 

broadcast nationally on MLB Network Radio and will be streamed online at 

BaseballHall.org. 

 

Today, all five members of the class of 2017 are speaking to members of the 

media.  And following this call with Pudge, we will have our final call of the 

day with Commissioner Emeritus Bud Selig beginning at 3:45 pm Eastern 

Time.  A note to media.  Transcripts of all five conference calls today will be 

available within the next 48 hours at BaseballHall.org. 

 

Now we are ready to begin, so I'll turn it over to you, (Scott). 

 

Operator: Thank you.  Once again ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to register a 

question, please press the one followed by the four on your telephone.  You 

will hear a three tone prompt to acknowledge your request.  If your question 

has been answered and you would like to withdraw your registration, please 

press the one followed by the three.  

 

And if you are using a speakerphone, please lift your handset before entering 

your request.  Once again that is one four to register for a question.  One 

moment please for the first question.  

 

And we have a question from TR Sullivan with MLB.  Please proceed.  

 

TR Sullivan: Ivan, are you prepared to be overwhelmed this coming weekend by everything 

that’s going on, all the things the Rangers are doing and the Hall of Fame is 

doing and all this?  Is this going to be overwhelming for you? 
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Ivan Rodriguez: No.  Well, hello.  How are you doing, first?  No, not really .I mean I'm really 

excited.  Basically I’m anxious and a little - obviously I'm not going to lie.  

I'm a little nervous just to, you know, days are getting closer for to be there in 

the Hall of Fame.  But no, it's going to be fun, you know. 

 

It's going to be a very fun week and fantastic week.  I'm going to be there 

with, you know, good friends and a lot of guys from the Rangers that are 

going to be there.  And also I'm going to be with my family.  So it’s going to 

be great time and, you know, can’t wait to be there and, you know, hope I can 

enjoy every activity. 

 

I know there's going to be a lot going on, but at the same time is only one 

time.  So I’m just going to enjoy it as much I can.  

 

TR Sullivan: Is there anything in particular that you're looking forward to it? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, I'm really looking forward to everything basically.  I think there’s a lot 

going on and, you know, I’ve been talking with some of the hall of famers.  I 

saw Charlie here last week.  When I - couple of weeks ago when I was in the 

All-Star game, you know, I talked to (unintelligible).  I talked to Orlando 

Cepeda and (unintelligible) and Powell.  I talked to Greg Maddux and 

(unintelligible). 

 

And they tell me look, there’s going to be a lot going on, but at the same time 

enjoy it, have fun.  It’s going to be great and try to enjoy, you know, 

everything that is going on during that weekend.  

 

TR Sullivan: Okay.  Thank you. 
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Operator: Our next question is from Gerry Fraley with The Dallas Morning News.  

Please proceed. 

 

Gerry Fraley: Ivan, thank you for doing this.  Appreciate it.  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you, Jerry. 

 

Gerry Fraley: Want to go back - I want to go back to the beginning of your career with the 

Rangers.  Your first two managers, Chino Cadahia and Orlando Gomez, both 

former catchers, both very wise men.  How much influence did they have on 

your career, getting you started in the right direction? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: A lot, you know, a lot especially, you know, Chino obviously as you guys - as 

you all know that Chino was the guy that put me the nickname Pudge back in 

minor league.  So he was the guy, the first one to put me the name when I was 

in spring training back in the ’80s. 

 

So what they did to me and what Orlando basically (unintelligible) teach us 

how to speak English and learn the language as fast as we can.  I mean it’s 

priceless what, you know, especially in the game.  The way that he teach me 

how to play the game.  Orlando was there with me every day.  Chino was 

there every day, bring me early to practice, working on throwing and 

receiving and make me a better player really quick. 

 

And I think because, you know, the help of Orlando, Chino was a really kind 

of major also.  I think that's probably the reason why that I... 

 

Gerry Fraley: Thank you, Pudge.  Appreciate it.  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Okay. 
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Operator: And our next question is from Adam Kilgore with The Washington Post.  

Please proceed.  

 

Adam Kilgore: Hey Pudge.  Congratulations.  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Adam Kilgore: I actually want to go to the end of your career.  When you played for the 

Nationals those two seasons, sort of what stays with you from that time with 

the Nationals? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, a lot.  I mean, a lot.  You know, I was very happy to play my last two 

years in a great organization with a great ownership, great group of guys in 

the office, great coaching staff and great players.  You know, what I take from 

Washington was obviously great (unintelligible), great ballpark, great fans.  

And also, you know, that I helped, a couple of the guys.  They’re superstar 

right now, you know. 

 

I was there when Bryce Harper came in and Wilson Ramos, even though he’s 

not with the Nationals anymore.  He’s in Tampa but, you know, I worked with 

him.  I teach him how to play the game and, you know, and basically the same 

time with, you know, Allan Dune, Jayson Werth, Ryan Zimmerman, great 

group of guys. 

 

They came ready to play every day and also the fans always came to the 

ballpark and support the Washington Nationals every single day.  

 

Adam Kilgore: Did - and what was your sense for sort of how different the franchise was 

when you got there?  You know, they just lost 103games and when you left, 
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the next season they went to the playoffs.  Did you sense that it was a different 

franchise from the moment you got there and the moment you left? 

 

 Ivan Rodriguez: Yes.  It was a different franchise, you know.  It reminds me when I came to 

Detroit in 2004, 2003, the Tigers lost to us and, you know, our time with the 

Tigers and we have a better year and then two years later, in 2006 there you 

go.  We are (unintelligible) remembers the players improve a lot - was play 

the game and just did everything they can to win ballgames.  

 

Right now it’s fun to watch them because some of them they’re still there.  

Some of those guys that I played with when I was with the Nationals, they’re 

still - they're there.  They are part of the big success this year for the franchise 

and you can see.  It’s been a winning team for the last three, four years.  It’s 

been there in the top and in the (unintelligible).  And I can tell you, you know, 

they have a tremendous team they ship with the whole thing.  

 

Adam Kilgore: Yes.  And because they lost so many games before you got there, like what 

was your sense for what it meant to the franchise and the players that a player 

of your accomplishments at that time and your status would choose to go play 

there? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, you know, I just go there to just go and be an everyday catcher the first 

year and help the team on the field and off the field and the clubhouse, you 

know, bringing my experience into these young group of guys.  And then the 

second year, you know, I split time between Wilson Ramos and myself.  

 

But basically I was very happy to help them.  I was very happy to teach them 

how to make things and become a great player.  And I always said that to all 

the guys, you know.  But I think all the credit goes to the coaching staff, the 
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good job that they did, you know, the program they give us, you know, when I 

was there for two years.  

 

And I'm very happy and proud now to say that I was a big part of that.  Today 

there’s a sense that the team is going on right now because I was there doing 

that process of, you know, bringing great players and teaching great players 

and (unintelligible) great players and superstars and that's what we see right 

now. 

 

Adam Kilgore: Yes.  Thanks so much, Pudge.  Have a nice weekend. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: You’re welcome.  

 

Operator: Once again if you'd like to register for a question, please press the one 

followed by the four on your telephone.  Our next question is from Fernando 

Reyes with Primera Hora.  Please proceed.  

 

Fernando Reyes: Yes.  Thank you.  Ivan, thank you.  Guys, allow me please to do this in 

Spanish.  Ivan, ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:12:04)).    

 

Ivan Rodriguez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:12:23)).  

 

Fernando Reyes: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:13:32)).  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:13:50)).  

 

Fernando Reyes: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:14:55)).  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:15:03)).  
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Fernando Reyes: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:16:02)).  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Gracias. 

 

Operator: And our next question is from Craig Davis with the South Florida Sun 

Sentinel.  Please proceed. 

 

Craig Davis: Hey Pudge, congratulations.  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Thank you. 

 

Craig Davis: You only spent one season with the Marlins, but you got your championship 

ring.  How big of a factor do you think that season was, especially your 

performance in the postseason in gaining this induction into the Hall of Fame?  

And what are some of your standout moments from that postseason? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Well, you know, it was a big year obviously.  You know, it took me 12 years 

to win a World Series.  I make the playoffs with the Rangers three times, but 

unfortunately we got eliminated with the Yankees very quickly in the first 

round. 

 

You know, came to Florida.  Nobody expects us to win.  You know, they 

work hard.  Nobody expects us to having the season that we did.  But, you 

know, we put that in ourselves since day one of spring training.  We put goals 

in our mind and I bring - I came in and support the team, the baseball club day 

in and day out and just have the faith that we have a great team. 

 

You know, I think with the job that Jeffrey Loria and David Samson and 

Larry Beinfest there, they bring - they keep a good team and bring me in and 

then later on, bring Jeff Conine and some guys in, (unintelligible) later on.  
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That was a lot, but I think, you know, the (unintelligible that we have, the 

attitude that we have that year that we never give up, we play hard, we play 27 

out as hard as we can, I think that was the reason why that we played so good. 

 

And basically when playoff is hanging, you know, we play the playoffs like 

another the game.  You know, we didn't have nothing to lose.  You know, we 

play, we eliminate the Giants and the Giants in 2003 was supposedly the team 

to win the World Series and we beat them in four, five games I think if I 

remember. 

 

And then we went to the Cubs and played seven games there and eliminate the 

Cubs in the seven games.  you know, play two very important games, six and 

seven facing, you know, Mark Pryor game six, you know, one of the best 

pitchers in the game one time.  

 

And then (unintelligible) time in (unintelligible), you know, beat him in game 

seven.  Si I think for us, that was the key, that we’re never afraid to anybody.  

We face anybody, not afraid to, you know, to win or lose.  We just have fun 

and we have great managers.  You know, at the end of the year, get my key 

and they keep us right there on the game and that's basically it.  You know, 

great structure and we're hopeful guys. 

 

Craig Davis: And that the famous play at the plate that ended the series with the Giants on 

Conine’s throw, what do you recall about that play? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: One of the best in my career I think probably to me is probably, you know, I 

make a lot of great plays, but I think that was the one that came first 

obviously, you know, was a - you know, when you get I guess - you know, I 

just secure.  
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I think Jeff threw - when I threw a perfect throw to me, a little bit to the left, 

but he threw it on time so I can be able to put myself in great position and 

good balance and just left field he’s now hitting.  And in the end, you know, I 

keep my ball in my hand, but to be honest with you there, the collision at the 

plate didn’t hurt me much.  I think what hurt me the most was all 24 of my 

teammates was on top of me after that celebrating. 

 

Craig Davis: All right.  Thanks, Pudge.  Appreciate it. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: You’re welcome. 

 

Operator: Our next question is from Eric Nunez with the Associated Press.  Please 

proceed.  

 

Eric Nunez: Hello and good afternoon.  I like - I don’t know if I could proceed doing this 

in Spanish.  I work for the Associated Press ((Foreign Language Spoken 

00:20:47)).  

 

Ivan Rodriguez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:21:10 - 00:23:14)).  

 

Eric Nunez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:23:16)). 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:23:37 - 00:24:44)). 

 

Eric Nunez: ((Foreign Language Spoken 00:24:46)) 

 

Jon Shestakofsky:   And we have time for one or two more questions.  thank you.  
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Operator: If you would like to register for a questions, please press the one followed by 

the four on your telephone.  Just one moment please.  And we have a question 

from TR Sullivan with MLB.  Please proceed.  

 

TR Sullivan: Ivan, the Rangers are (slaying) up a lot of people to attend your ceremony and 

one of them who is going up there is Gloria Oates.  What does mean for you 

to have her coming to Cooperstown? 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Unbelievable.  I mean I have so much respect for Miss.  Oates, Johnny Oates 

and having her there on his behalf is going to be a very special moment for 

me.  You know, I hope she can be close to where I'm going to be so I can see 

her and - but it’s great.  

 

I mean there’s going to be so many great people that are going to go, but 

having her there is going to be special for me and for my family because 

Johnny Oates to me - I played with great managers.  You know, I played with 

great managers like Jack McKeon and Jim Leyland and, you know, name a 

great manager, Bobby Valentine. 

 

But when I played with Johnny, you know, the conversations that I have with 

Johnny, the way that he teach me how to play the game.  You know, I 

remember that I sit with him pretty much every day before the game, sit right 

next to him and we talk about - we’re talking about the game, asking me a lot 

of questions about the pitching stuff, you know. 

 

To me I have so much respect, you know, from him when he was in my year 

then having Mrs.  Oates there is going to be very special for me.  

 

TR Sullivan: The other person I’m just curious about, Chi Chi Rodriguez is going to be 

there as well.  What kind of relationship do you have with him?  I know … 
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Ivan Rodriguez: Well, great relationship.  Matter of fact, I just came from West Palm Beach 

because I was playing golf with him today.  I just came to play golf with him 

today.  And Chi Chi and I, we've come a long way.  Chi Chi, believe it or not, 

you know, he's hall of famer in golf, plays golf.  He’s in the (unintelligible).  

But if you sit down with Chi Chi Rodriguez and talk baseball, he knows 

baseball.  He can answer every single question about baseball from A to Z.  

 

He's a baseball fan who knows what's going on in the past and right now 

what's going on in baseball.  So he's a baseball fan.  He’s part of my career 

since day one and we are good friends and I'm very happy that he has that 

invitation to come to Cooperstown.  And he’s going to play with me in the 

(foursome) at the charity event in Cooperstown and he’s going to be one of 

my (foursome) players. 

 

TR Sullivan: So you’re just bringing a ringer and that's all you're doing, is you're bringing a 

ringer in for this golf tournament, right?  I'm just kidding.  I’ll see you next 

week.  Thank you, Ivan. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: Okay.  Bye-bye.  Good to see you. 

 

Operator: I believe that's all the time we have for questions.  I'll turn the call back to Jon 

Shestakofsky. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  Thanks so much, (Scott).  Thank you, Pudge for joining us today and 

thank you everyone for being on the line. 

 

Ivan Rodriguez: You’re welcome. 
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Jon Shestakofsky:  As a reminder, Hall of Fame induction takes place at 1:30 pm Eastern 

Time on Sunday July 30th on the grounds of the Clark Sports Center here in 

Cooperstown, New York.  We will continue our conference call schedule with 

2017 inductees, with our final call beginning at 3:45 pm Eastern Time with 

Commissioner Emeritus Bud Selig.  Thank you everyone for joining us.  

 

Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the call for today.  We thank you for 

your participation and ask that you please disconnect your line. 

 

 

END 


