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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by and welcome to the Tim 

Raines conference call.  During the presentation, all participants will be in a 

listen-only.  Afterwards, we will conduct a question-and-answer session.  

 

At that time, if you have a question, please press the one followed by the four 

on your telephone.  If at any time during the conference you need to reach an 

Operator, please press Star zero.  As a reminder, this conference is being 

recorded Friday July 21st, 2017. 

 

I would now like to turn the conference over to Jon Shestakofsky.  Please go 

ahead, sir.  

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  Hello everyone and welcome to today's conference call with 2017 Hall of 

Fame inductee, Tim Raines.  One week from Sunday at 1.30 p.m.  on July 

30th, Tim will join the four other members of the Hall of Fame class of 2017 

on the stage at Cooperstown’s Clark Sports Center.  

 

The induction ceremony will be televised live on MLB Network.  It will be 

broadcast nationally on MLB Network Radio and will be streamed online at 
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BaseballHall.org.  Today, all five members of the class of 2017 are speaking 

to members of the Baseball Writers Association of America and media.  

 

Following this call with Tim, the Hall of Fame will host separate conference 

calls with Jeff Bagwell beginning at 1:30 Eastern Time; John Schuerholz 

beginning at 2:15 Eastern Time; Pudge Rodriguez beginning at 3:00 Eastern 

Time and Commissioner emeritus Bud Selig beginning at 3:45 p.m.  Eastern 

Time. 

 

Transcripts of these five conference calls will be available to media within the 

next 48 hours at Baseballhall.org.  Again, Tim, thank you for joining us and 

media, thank you for joining us.  (Julie), we are now ready to begin questions. 

 

Operator: Thank you.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to register a question, 

please press the one followed by the four on your telephone.  You will hear a 

three tone prompt to acknowledge your request.  If your question has been 

answered and you would like to withdraw your registration, please press the 

one followed by the three.  If you are using a speakerphone, please lift to 

handset before entering your request.  One moment please for the first 

question.  

 

Our first question comes from the line of William Ladson with MLB.com.  

Please proceed with your question.  

 

William Ladson: Tim, congratulations.  My first question is, has it hit you yet that you're going 

to the Hall of Fame?  And could you talk about what you have done since it’s 

been announced that you'll be going to Cooperstown? 

 

Tim Raines: The answer to the first question is yes, it has hit me.  I think I mentioned 

earlier, a couple of months ago it hit me seriously when I flew into Albany 
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and the guy that was picking me up from the airport had Hall of Fame on his 

shirt.  And I think at that moment it hit me. 

 

You know, when we first got the call, I think I was dazed.  I was happy.  

Probably overwhelmed with happiness and not only for myself, but for my 

family, my parents the most.  And it was just - it was a great day getting the 

call.  

 

But since the - me going to Cooperstown for the orientation, going through all 

of that, I think it hit me wholeheartedly and I’ve been on a cloud ever since. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of John Shea with San Francisco 

Chronicle.  Please proceed with your question.  

 

John Shea: Yes.  Hi Tim.  Congratulations. 

 

Tim Raines: Thank you. 

 

John Shea: I wanted to ask what your thoughts were.  It seems like there were a lot of 

comparisons between you and Rickey Henderson.  Did you appreciate that or 

not appreciate that and how might your philosophy have been different back 

then in terms of maybe stolen base percentage, the success rate?  And on that 

subject, do you think those comparisons might have slowed your Hall of Fame 

bid? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, that’s really not a question for me the answer.  I think, you know, I kind 

of enjoy being compared to Rickey.  I mean to me the greatest leadoff guy that 

ever played the game.  And when you’re compared to someone like that, you 

know, I thought maybe I’d get a little more consideration by being so close as 

far as the comparisons were concerned.  
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It didn't bother me one bit.  I think, you know, there was two styles of baseball 

during those times.  The American league played a different style of baseball 

than we did in the national league obviously because of a designated hitter in 

American League. 

 

But in our league, games were shorter.  You know, three score was many runs 

because of the lack of that extra bat in the lineup.  But I didn't look at it that 

way.  During my career, we were pretty much on the same - played the same 

year.  

 

But I was a fan.  I was a fan of Rickey and I kind of enjoyed watching him 

play and watching him do the things that he did.  But it didn't bother me in 

any way and didn’t influence me in any way I played the game. 

 

John Shea: If you were to put your stolen base philosophy into words, how would that 

come out? 

 

Tim Raines: I would say I stole bases to score runs.  I stole bases for my team.  I didn't 

really see it as an individual (stat), and I look at it like that.  I just felt like - 

each and every game I played in, if I stole a base.  It was just situation where I 

felt like we needed to win games and we needed it to score runs. 

 

John Shea: Well, thank you.  Congratulations again.  

 

Tim Raines: Thanks a lot.  I appreciate it. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Mark Herrmann with Newsday.  

Please proceed with your question.  
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Mark Hermann: Hi Tim.  Hi.  Let me join everyone else in saying congratulations.  

 

Tim Raines: Thank you. 

 

Mark Hermann: I’m interested in finding out what your thoughts are of playing in Montreal.  

What was that like for you?  What did that mean to you and what you think 

about maybe baseball coming back to Montreal at some point? 

 

Tim Raines: Well, seriously it was probably the greatest 12 years in baseball that I was 

able to play.  I enjoyed playing there.  I enjoyed the atmosphere.  The fans 

were - I mean the fans were awesome to me, you know, mentally and I think 

and physically.  

 

They cheered like no other, and especially when it came to me.  And for me, 

they really helped me go out and do the things that I was able to do.  Knowing 

that the crowd was behind me, it pushed me to do the things that I was able to 

do. 

 

And I was really, really upset that they lost their franchise.  It was a sad day 

for me, as well as the people in Montreal.  And me, like a lot of other people, 

are hoping that one day they will be able to get a franchise back in Montreal 

because really - I really feel like there is … 

 

Mark Herrmann: To jump ahead in your career a little bit, just another question.  What was the - 

that 1996 experience like for you with the Yankees and what you guys were 

able to achieve? 

 

Tim Raines: Probably the best year up and to that point in my career.  Obviously as players 

you play to eventually try and win the world championships and that was 

something that I was truly after.  
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And at the time I went to new York, it was like my 17th season in pro ball and 

to get an opportunity to play with a great group of players from other 

organizations, and gave me opportunity to play with a young Hall of Famer 

like (unintelligent) and Posada and Rivera.  

 

And not only those were young guys, but you know - and Bernie Williams, 

you know, great young staff.  We had a lot of fun.  You know, the one thing 

about that team of ‘96, we had players from other organizations, but it was a 

team that we didn’t care who was going to be the star from one day to the next 

and we truly enjoyed playing together and with each other as a team.  

 

And I think with that mindset, it compelled us to be able to do the things that 

we were able to do that year. 

 

Mark Herrmann: Thank you, Tim.  

 

Tim Raines: Thank you. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Bradford Doolittle with ESPN.com.  

Please proceed with your question.  

 

Bradford Doolittle: Hi Tim.  Let me add my congratulations.  Back when you were playing, 

all of the advance stats, analysis and everything was sort of in early stages and 

it’s become such a big part of the game now.  And early on, there were a lot of 

- there was a lot of work done does to sort of make your case and keep you in 

the consciousness and demonstrate and sort of these New Age ways why you 

did in fact deserve to be in Cooperstown.  I’m wondering, were you aware of 

all of that and what you think of it? 
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Tim Raines: Well, I really think a lot of it because I think it compelled me to get into the 

Hall because of it.  I didn't really think too much about it as a player.  You 

know, I didn't really look at it that close and I think as a fan and as a baseball 

person, starting to see the way things looked at in baseball and now, it's really 

interesting.  

 

We didn’t have the stats the way they have them today, but I think if we 

would have I think back then my chances of getting in might have been even 

earlier.  So it helped me tremendously.  I think it played a really big role in my 

induction, but I didn't really know, but then, then I did as a player.  

 

We wouldn’t look at stats hat much, but since all these new stats are coming 

out, I was kind of amazed of the things that I was able to do and not really 

looking at it in that way like in most things. 

 

Bradford Doolittle: Thanks, Tim. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Stu Cowan with Montreal Gazette.  

Please proceed with your question. 

 

Stu Cowan: Hi Tim, congratulations from Montreal.  Two questions.  I'm wondering, what 

memories do you have of your first day in an Expos uniforms and what's your 

best overall memory of playing for the Expos. 

 

Tim Raines: Well, the first memory I have is being called up from AA, a 19 year old kid 

after, you know, having my first kid.  I think Little Rock was born on August 

31st and since I was called up I think around September 4th or 5th, something 

like that.  I'm not sure of the dates, but pretty close. 

 

Leaving Memphis, Tennessee, flying into Chicago, in the Wrigley Field, the 
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first big league ballpark I ever played in and wearing the Expo royal blue at 

the time.  And I just remember being so nervous, taking batting practice in the 

outfield, trying to shake down fly balls and I was unable to even judge fly 

balls from a big league hitter. 

 

So that was the first memory that I had, first time wearing the uniform.  And, 

you know, the thing I think about the most from being there is standing 

ovations that I were able to receive, especially when I came back in ’01.  I left 

Montreal in ’91, came back in ’01. 

 

So it was 10 years since I had been a player in Montreal.  I came back towards 

the end of my career.  The ovation that I got in my first game back was so 

amazing and just - the longest ovation that I’ve ever received and it really 

meant a lot to me, being able to come back and to know that the fans still 

remember the things that I did there and really appreciate - they appreciate the 

things that I was able to do as well.  

 

Stu Cowan: One quick follow up.  Are you aware of the fact there’s four buses of fans 

coming from Montreal - going from Montreal to Cooperstown and what does 

that mean to you? 

 

Tim Raines: It means a lot.  It means a lot.  It means - because Montreal was the biggest 

part of my career.  I mean it’s where I started.  It’s where I grew up as a major 

league player.  It’s where I lived for 12 years and I'm looking forward to it.  

I'm looking forward to seeing the fans.  I wasn’t aware of how many buses.  I 

heard that there was going to be some buses.  So I'm looking forward to it. 

 

Stu Cowan: Thanks, Tim. 
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Jon Shestakofsky:  This is Jon in Cooperstown.  (Julie), do you mind just giving the call - the 

question procedures again?  And I just note we have time for maybe a couple 

more.  Thanks.  

 

Operator: Thank you.  Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder, to register for a question, 

please press the one followed by the four.  Our next question comes from the 

line of Jerry Beach with The Sports Exchange.  Please proceed with your 

question.  

 

Jerry Beach: Good afternoon, Tim. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks. 

 

Jerry Beach: I'm 43 and your election has really resonated with people and fans my age 

more so than any guy I can recall.  Why do you think that's the case? 

 

Tim Raines: I’m not sure.  I think I was a player that played the game very hard.  I had fun.  

You saw a smile on my face quite a bit when I played the game.  I felt like I 

was an exciting type of player and I think a lot of fans like to see that kind of a 

segment on the field.  

 

And I enjoy doing it.  I enjoy doing it for the fans and I felt like I was a pretty 

decent guy as far as fans were concerned.  I mean I was pretty easy to get 

autographs and easy to talk to.  And I think fans kind of like the way I carry 

myself on and off the field. 

 

Jerry Beach: And lastly, when you heard that the Hall was changing the requirements from 

15 years - valid time from 15 years to 10 years, I think you were about - you 

were seven or eight at that point.  Did you worry that that might have ended 

your chances and instead of actually through that, you know, you will increase 
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your luck the last three years?  Were you worried though, when you first read 

that, that you might run out of time? 

 

Tim Raines: I wouldn’t say I was worried.  I was concerned.  I was concerned that maybe, 

you know, I didn't have enough time left or it would have put pressure on the 

writers to even get me in sooner, or if they felt like I had a chance.  So it went 

either way.  

 

I mean I felt more encouraging the next - I mean not this year, but the year 

before that when I went from 59% to 70%.  And I think that kind of made me 

- kind of got me over the hump as far as, you know, my chances, especially 

with one year left.  I felt like, you know, I was only 23 votes short of getting 

in with a year left. 

 

I felt like my chances was good, but, you know, while wasn't it 100% sure that 

I was going to get in, but it made me feel a lot better about that the last year.  

 

Jerry Beach: Thanks so much. 

 

Tim Raines: Okay.  My pleasure.  

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Fred Degler with City and Press.  

Please proceed with your question. 

 

Fred Degler: Yes, thank you.  Well, Tim, obviously congratulations again. 

 

Tim Raines: Thank you. 

 

 Fred Degler: My colleague from the Montreal Gazette talked to you about the buses coming 

from Montreal.  Are you surprised at all by the buzz that is still - you still 
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provoke in Montreal and the, you know, all the hype that your election has 

created here? 

 

Tim Raines: Somewhat.  I won’t say totally surprised.  I think, you know, I’ve been going 

to Montreal the past four years.  My team worked with the Blue Jays those 

past four years and I've been able to go to Montreal, you know, the last two 

days of spring training.  

 

And the buzz of me being there and it couldn't have been a better situation for 

me and the fans to be able to plan for me to go the past four years and then for 

me being inducted this year because, you know, my name was still out there.  

I’ve been going to Montreal.  I’ve been seeing the fans.  I’ve been 

acknowledged by the fans.  And I think they've always remembered me as that 

player that they truly enjoyed watching play.  

 

And, you know, to have had the career that I had in Montreal and to be 

inducted, not only that, you know, going in as an Expo, I think it helps the 

Montreal fans and Montreal itself knows where my alliance lays and Montreal 

played a really big role in my career and it’s only fitting that I go into the hall 

as an Expo. 

 

Fred Degler: Have you thought about that, about the fact that you might be the very last 

player being in trend with an Expo’s cap on his plaque? 

 

Tim Raines: I didn't really think about that or that made my decision.  I felt that there’s 

maybe only one or two more guys left that has a chance to actually you know 

go in as an Expo.  I think Vladimir Guerrero.  I’m not sure if he’s going to win 

as an Expo or not, but he’s the only guy left and I was able to play with him as 

well.  So the other two guys that are all in I was a teammate of and there's one 
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guy left that has a chance to go in as an Expo and I was a teammate of his.  So 

I feel blessed to have been able to play with those guys.  

 

Fred Degler: Thank you and really looking forward to see you next week.  

 

Tim Raines: All right.  Thanks a lot, man.  Appreciate it. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  And we have time for just one more question.  

 

Operator: Thank you.  Our next question comes from the line of Bob Nightengale with 

the USA Today.  Please proceed with your questions.  

 

Bob Nightengale:  Hey Tim.  Congratulations.  Look forward to see you next week. 

 

Tim Raines: Thanks a lot. 

 

Bob Nightengale:  How much - sure.  How much influence and impact did Andre Dawson 

have in your career and would you be going to the Hall of Fame without him? 

 

Tim Raines: I really don't think so.  I think the impact that he had on me was tremendous.  

I mean, you know, he was a silent leader.  I mean he led by example.  You 

know, he's one of the few guys that I know that fits in the Hall of Fame, you 

know, had trouble getting to the ballpark because of bad knees and to watch 

him play day in and day out was inspiring, you know. 

 

I mean to be as great a player that he was, I wish he would have been healthy 

enough to even show how really good a player that he was.  I mean having 

bad knees, playing in all of his (unintelligible) probably took its toll and pretty 

much the reason why he leave and go to Chicago. 
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But big, big influence.  He was like my big brother.  He was like a father 

figure.  He was like a player that you looked up to and you wanted to be like 

him.  And just having him with me my first five, six years meant a lot.  And I 

owe a lot to him for being a friend, a teammate and a positive influence on the 

way I played the game. 

 

Bob Nightengale:  Okay.  thank you so much, Tim.  See you next week. 

 

Tim Raines: All right.  Thanks a lot.  Appreciate it. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  And thank you all for joining us.  Thank you, Tim for being on today's 

call.  As a reminder, Hall of Fame induction takes place at 1.30 p.m.  on 

Sunday, July 30th on the grounds of the Clark Sports Center in Cooperstown, 

New York. 

 

We will continue our conference call schedule next with the 2017 inductee 

Jeff Bagwell.  That will be on a separate line beginning at 1.30 p.m.  Eastern 

Time.  Again everyone, thank you for joining us.  

 

Tim Raines: Thanks guys. 

 

Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, that does conclude the conference call for today.  We 

thank you for your participation and ask that you please disconnect your lines. 

 

 

END 


