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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by.  Welcome to the Jeff 

Bagwell conference call.  During the presentation, all participants will be in a 

listen-only mode.  Afterwards, we’ll conduct a question and answer session.  

At that time, if you have a question, press the one followed by the four on 

your telephone. 

 

If at any time during the conference you need to speak to an operator, press 

star zero.  As a reminder this conference call is being recorded Friday, July 

21st 2017. 

 

I will now turn the conference over to Jon Shestakofsky, Vice president of 

Communications for the Hall of Fame.  Please go ahead, sir. 

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  Thanks, (George).  Hello and welcome everyone to today's conference call 

with 2017 Hall of Fame inductee, Jeff Bagwell.  One week from Sunday at 

1:30 on July 30th, Jeff will join the four other members of the Hall of Fame 

class of 2017, on the stage of the grounds of the Clark Sports Center in 

Cooperstown. 
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The induction ceremony will be televised live on MLB Network.  It will be 

broadcast nationally on MLB Network Radio and will be streamed online at 

BaseballHall.org.  Today, all five members of the Hall of Fame’s class of 

2017 are speaking to members of the Baseball Writers Association of America 

and media outlets. 

 

Following this call with Jeff, the Hall of Fame will host separate conference 

calls with John Schuerholz beginning at 2:15 p.m.  Eastern Time, Pudge 

Rodriguez beginning at 3:00 p.m.  Eastern Time and then commissioner 

Emeritus Bud Selig beginning at 3:45 p.m.  Eastern Time.  Transcripts of all 

five conference calls will be available to media within the next 48 hours at 

BaseballHall.org.  

 

Now we are ready to begin.  (George), feel free to take it away.  

 

Operator: Perfect.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to register a question, press 

the one followed by the four on your telephone.  You will hear a three tone 

prompt to acknowledge your request.  If your question has been answered and 

you would like to withdraw your registration, press the one followed by the 

three.  Once again for a question, it's one four on your telephone. 

 

One moment please for the first question.  And the first question comes from 

the line of Brian McTaggart with the MLB.com.  Please go ahead.  

 

Brian McTaggart:  Hey Baggy.  How are you doing?  I wanted to know, you mentioned back 

in January that you would hopefully get Carl Yastrzemski to come because he 

was your hero.  You would hopefully get him to come to Cooperstown.  

Wondered if you were able to do that or if you were able to have any 

conversations with him. 
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Jeff Bagwell: No tags.  I have no idea.  You know, it was just something that I threw out 

there just, you know, because he was my childhood idol.  You know, he was a 

big part of my life growing up as far as, you know, my father and I having 

time to watch the Red Sox and, you know, talk about Yas when he played. 

 

So, you know, it was just something I thought, but I have not talked to him.  

Either way, it’s just very cool to be in the same place that he is.  

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Dom Amore with Hartford Courant.  

Please go ahead. 

 

Dom Amore: Yes.  Hi Jeff.  How are you?  Congratulations first of all.  I wanted to ask you 

about that 1990 season in New Britain.  What are some of your memories of 

it?  I know obviously the trade happened at the tail end of it.  You hit 333 that 

year.  It was kind of a unique ballpark and you had a chance to play close to 

home.  

 

Are there any memories of that season that kind of stand out to you that they 

kind of stay with you to this day? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Yes, there's actually a lot, Dom.  You know, and Eric Wedge was very close 

to me, our catcher at the time, played with the Red Sox and managed in the 

big leagues.  We remain good friends.  

 

Something that happened to me when I was there, I was struggling playing 

third base a little bit and I used to take a ton of ground balls and John 

Valentin, our shortstop was a great shortstop, kind of gave me some insight on 

how to take ground balls.  Instead of taking 200, maybe take 25 like the game 

situations, which really helped me out in my career.  
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The team - we had a great team and that ballpark, like you said, it was a tough 

ballpark.  It was big and it was cold all the time, but I just have such great 

memories of there.  Butch Hobson was my manager, just a tremendous 

person.  And I’ve never seen a manager care as much about his players as 

Butch did and fond memories of that. 

 

When I got traded at the end of the season while we were playing - the whole 

process of getting traded is not something that I was used to obviously.  You 

know, in an early age I kind of figured out this is baseball, you know, that that 

can happen and I totally understand the trade.  And if I was the Red Sox, I 

would have made that trade too. 

 

But just the camaraderie of all of us after I got traded, just hanging out and 

having dinner together and it was just a great experience the whole time. 

 

Dom Amore: Great.  Thanks, Baggs. 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Thanks, Dom. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Chris Haft with MLB.com.  Please 

go ahead.  

 

Chris Haft: Jeff, congratulations.  I haven’t had a chance to say that.  

 

Jeff Bagwell: Thanks, Chris.  Appreciate it, buddy. 

 

Chris Haft: Hello?  Oh, yes.  Hey, how much of a turning point was the trade going from a 

team that maybe really like a win now type team and to an organization where 
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you had a chance to maybe develop that sort of thing or organization that was 

not looking necessarily to pressure you to produce right away.  

 

Jeff Bagwell: Well, Chris, you know, honestly, when I was with the Red Sox, you know, I 

got - before I got traded, Butch came up to me and said I'm pulling - pushing 

for a call up to you.  And I - seriously, I went to him and I said, call up for 

what?  I mean I had no idea what he was talking about. 

 

He said to the big leagues.  I’m like oh my god.  You know, in September 

before I got traded - and then get traded to the Astros was like totally foreign 

to me.  I mean why did I - I’m thinking to myself, why am I getting traded?  

I’m, you know, close to leading the league in hitting and all that kind of stuff. 

 

And then I got traded to the Astros for Larry Anderson and I was kind of 

confused.  I wasn't going to Boston.  I was living at home.  I'm getting traded 

to Houston.  I mean I’d heard of Nolan Ryan, But, you know, in my house it 

was - all we talked about was the Red Sox.  

 

And, you know, to get traded to the Houston, which, you know, for me I’ve 

said before, I was like okay, whether there are horses, tumbleweeds and all 

that.  Chris, you’ve been here.  You know it's not horses and tumbleweed.  

There’s a lot of cement around here.  

 

You know, but the great thing is my father on the way back, when he picked 

me up in Albany talking about, you know, this is a good opportunity for you, 

Cammy at the time hitting in the 240s and I was like man, I think I could hit 

240.  

 

And, you know, I got down there and Cammy obviously had a great spring.  

My dad finally said, well Tucson is not that bad, talking about AAA.  And, 
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you know, I got a chance young when I got told I was going to play first base 

10 days before spring training and then, you know, Bob Watson asked me, he 

said, do you want to play third base in AAA or first base in the big leagues?  

And I’m, you know, I’m not the smartest guy, but I could figure that one out. 

 

And I got to a situation where I got to play every day and I had - you know, I 

could kind of not have to have pressure on me.  Like the guys that get called 

up for us now, I mean on a winning team, you know, you have to produce 

right away.  But we knew we were in a rebuilding phase and all of us were 

young and it really gave me an opportunity to come and settle in a little bit.  

 

So it was just a tremendous break for me and, you know, and that’s part of it 

in this game is you've got to have some breaks when you're young to get to the 

right situation and that’s what happened for me. 

 

Chris Haft: Quick follow up if I could.  How much did those sessions with Bob Robertson 

at spring training help? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Well, it was a time - for one, he’s a great person, great human being and took 

a lot of time with me.  You know, playing the big league name for five innings 

and then go, you know, take ground balls with him, play minor league games. 

 

You know, he really helped me, worked real hard on me because, you know, it 

was fun for me because I mean think about it.  I was getting an opportunity to 

play in the big leagues.  So, you know, not wanting to play first base was not 

even in the equation. 

 

So Robbie was great, man.  I owe him a lot and he put a lot of time with me 

and obviously it kind of worked out pretty well, in a good way.  
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Chris Haft: Thank you.  

 

Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder, for a question, press one four on your 

telephone.  Our next question comes from the line of Hunter Atkins with the 

Houston Chronicle.  Please go ahead.  

 

Hunter Atkins: Hey Jeff.  I wanted to - oh, this is her.  You are revered here for your work 

ethic and putting in incredible amounts of hours in the weight room after 

games, after road games.  You’ve also spoken of how retrospect is weight 

lifting - that weight lifting regimen may have contributed to your shoulder 

injury.  

 

In looking back, was there something specific in the weightlifting regimen 

that you can look at and say yes, that might have been the one exercise or that 

might have been the kind of approach that contributed most to it, and what 

would you change about your workout regimen? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Yes, good question.  Actually, you know, I had a made a decision after ’95 to 

really work on weightlifting and, you know, I’ve spent a lot of time in the 

weight room.  I mean back when I was going to the weight room, they didn't 

have weight rooms in the visiting side.  I would go over after games into the 

home own club after to work out with Gene Coleman and, you know, we did a 

lot of work.  

 

But my problem is I enjoyed it so much, I did - I pushed a lot of weight 

behind my head, shoulder presses, too much weight.  And, you know, I was 

even told that I shouldn't do that because it's really not good for throwing, but 

I enjoyed it so much that I continued to do it. 

 

I think a lot of it for me was genetics.  I have arthritis.  I don't have much 
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space in my joints between the ball and socket.  So it just - I had a bad 

shoulder anyway pretty much as far as genetics.  And doing didn’t help.  And 

I tell young kids that when I see them in minor league and stuff like that is 

you don't do anything behind your neck.  And if I had to do it all over again, I 

wouldn't done have done that.  

 

The weightlifting part and all that, that's fine, but as far as doing stuff behind 

your neck, I don't think that’s advantageous to a good shoulder. 

 

Hunter Atkins: Thank you.  

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Alyson Footer with MLB.com.  

Please go ahead.  

 

Alyson Footer: Hey Jeff.  I'm just curious how this whole process has been for you sort of 

leading up to the big weekend with - I know there’s a lot of planning involved.  

I know it falls a lot on your family, but just like people that are coming in.  

you know, has it just been really crazy busy for you?  What’s it been like? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Well, it has in the last probably month, last two weeks has gotten even more 

and even with four days left here in Houston.  It’s been a lot, you know.  

Thank God my wife she’s taken on this whole thing and really helped.  The 

Hall of Fame has been absolutely wonderful.  The Astros have been 

wonderful during this whole process to make it a lot easier on us. 

 

You know, so it's coming quick.  You know, it was nice when it was three 

months, and then it got to two and one.  Now all of a sudden I’m here talking 

to you guys on Friday.  So it's sneaking up on me real quick, but it's been a 

great process and I know once I get there and the culmination of the entire 

event, it will be special.  
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Operator: Our next question comes from the line of David Borges with the New Haven 

Register.  Please go ahead.  

 

David Borges: Hey Jeff.  If not mistaken, I believe you’re the first Connecticut product in the 

hall, with the exception of a couple of guys who played back in the 19th 

century.  Just wanted to ask you, first of all I know you were born in Boston.  

How old were you when the family did move to Killingworth? 

 

And secondly, how much pride do you take in the fact that you're really the 

first Connecticut product in the hall in quite a long time? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Well, I moved - I think I was one, one and a half when we moved to 

Connecticut.  My father took a job I think with IBM back then.  And, you 

know, to be the - you know, to be in the hall of fame from Connecticut, you 

know, it's special because you know what, a lot of athletes in baseball don't 

get as much attention because for one, the weather is terrible.  

 

So not many scouts like to sit and stand in, you know, freezing cold weather 

or snow or whatever and we just don't play that many games.  I think my 

junior year in college we only played 31 games.  So we're kind of behind the 

eight ball.  

 

So scouts really don't get a chance to see guys and, you know, to - you know, 

I tell people, you know, I say, they’ll find you if you're good but, you know, 

you’ve got to get a little bit of exposure, you know.  So to be - to make it from 

Connecticut, there's a lot of pride in that.  I mean that’s where I grew up so 

obviously it's a special place in my heart. 

 

David Borges: Thank you.  
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Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Jerry Beach with the Sports 

Exchange.  Please go ahead. 

 

Jerry Beach: Hey Jeff.  I remember seeing you at Craig Biggio’s induction a couple of 

years ago and I just wonder, what were you thinking as you’re walking around 

Clark Sports Center and watching Craig get in?  And did you ever think - you 

know, did you think about the possibility you’d join him some day, that, you 

know, there’d be two lifelong Astros in the Hall of Fame? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Yes.  Well, for one obviously very, very proud of Craig.  You know, it took 

him three years to get in there when I think it should have been one.  but that 

goes without saying, he finally got in and to get up there and to watch him go 

in and, you know, I know how much it means to Craig to be in and it was a 

great experience. 

 

You know, people have been talking about me and him, you know, for a long 

time being in the Hall of Fame.  You know, for me, I can't think of a better 

guy to be associated with than Greg Biggio.  And, you know, we played side 

by side for 15 years and ups and downs and great times, some 

disappointments, a little bit of everything. 

 

You know, it was kind of like a relationship really, Craig and I.  and the final 

destination for us to end up - and the individual thing as far as being in the 

Hall of Fame, is very special and very proud of. 

 

Jerry Beach: And, you know, is there a point in your 15 year career where you figured out, 

you know, I’m going to be a one city guy?  And also on top of that, to piggy 

back to the other question, anybody from Connecticut that you know of 

coming to your - the ceremony next weekend? 
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Jeff Bagwell: Well, the last part of that, yes, I think people from Xavier High School and 

University of Hartford will be there.  I'm not sure about everybody else, which 

will be exciting for me.  What was the first part?  I’m sorry.  I just forgot my 

train of thought. 

 

Jerry Beach: When - at what point in your career would you think about you’ve got a real 

shot and, you know, just play in one city your whole life, whole career? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Okay.  Well, you know what, it actually - I found an extension in 2000 and I 

didn't know.  You know, we had lost a bunch of games that year.  It was a 

tough year for us as a ball club, you know, which was weird for me because if 

you look at my stats, it looks like a great year, but it was very tough man 

because we were used to winning.  We had been to the playoffs three years in 

a row.  

 

We came to the new stadium and then, you know, we didn’t play well.  So it 

was a tough year and we were talking about an extension and all that kind of 

stuff.  And, you know, my thought process at the end of it was, you know, I 

give the Astros total credit, you know.  They met everything that I wanted to 

and all that.  

 

But at the end of the day, I could not imagine me playing in another uniform 

because city was so involved in me and I was so involved in the city that I just 

didn't want to go.  And Craig was the same way.  I mean we made a conscious 

decision to play, but you’ve also got to give the Astros credit too because they 

stepped up and it takes both sides for that to happen. 

 

And, you know, in today's game it's tough to play your entire career with one 

team, but we managed to do that.  
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Jerry Beach: Thanks so much.  

 

Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, as a reminder, to ask a question, press one four on your 

telephone.  Our next question comes from the line of Fernando Reyes with 

Primera Hora.  Please go ahead. 

 

Fernando Reyes: Yes, Jeff, congratulations.  And I’m going to ask you at this time a question 

about a fellow inductee, Ivan Rodriguez.  You probably saw him, well in the 

season he played in Houston.  What was your impression about Ivan 

Rodriguez when you saw him play in Houston? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Well, you know, I played against him in exhibition games and stuff and 

actually, I don’t know - I think we might have played even in inner league 

play.  But he was from Texas and it was late when he came over to the 

Houston Astros. 

 

You know, but he brings so much energy to the ballpark and to the field.   

You can see that he totally enjoys playing the game of baseball and his talents 

were just unbelievable.  He could hit and behind the plate he was just 

amazing.  He’s just special and I think he's one of the best catchers of all time.  

And his personality, he's just - as great a player he is much a greater person he 

is.  So  

 

It’s been a privilege to get to know him even better now and then, you know, 

he played with the Astros, but I wasn't playing at the time.  But, you know, 

he's just a great person and he's a great ambassador to the game.  

 

Fernando Reyes: Thank you.  Congratulations again. 

 



NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 

Moderator: Jon Shestakofsky 

07-21-17/12:30 pm CT 

Confirmation # 21854736 

Page 13 

Jeff Bagwell: Thank you.  

 

Operator: Our next question … 

 

Jon Shestakofsky:   And everyone, just want to let you know, we have time for maybe 

two or three more questions.  Thank you.  

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Brian Smith with the Houston 

Chronicle.  Please go ahead. 

 

Brian Smith: Hey Jeff.  What's it like, you know, being tied to the Astros for so long and 

reaching the World Series in ’05?  What's it been like in your hall of Fame 

year watching the baseball team, you know, become one of the best baseball 

teams in the league this year and to have Carlos Correa, Jose Altuve, Dallas 

Keuche, you know, six All Stars, to really see this team take that next step 

after struggling for so long at the same time that you and Craig are, you know, 

basically getting into the Hall of Fame in the same era? 

 

Jeff Bagwell: You know, it's a good question and here's the deal with that.  You know, 

probably this year I’ve watched more baseball since I retired than I ever have 

in my life.  You know, watching them every single night is just so much fun.  

You never can turn the TV off.  They have so much talent and young talent.  

 

And what I've seen is the city has really, you know, taken in this team and, 

you know, everywhere I go, you know, even when they lose, people it's like 

what happened last night?  I say they’re not going to win every game.  But 

they're just - they’re really, really special. 

 

And, you know, I walk into the clubhouse and I see the guys and they all seem 

to enjoy each other's company.  They’ve got a really good thing going on and, 
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you know, our main thing now is just to get everybody healthy and this is a 

great, great opportunity for us.  I truly believe that AJ and Jeff Luhnow and 

Jim Crane have done a great job putting this team together. 

 

And I am - it’s just a pleasure.  You know, I am truly just a fan and to see the 

city so excited about them and then me going in the Hall of Fame, it’s a good 

vide in the city and I'm just proud to be a part of it.  

 

Brian Smith: Thanks, Jeff. 

 

Operator: Our next question comes from the line of Greg Klein with the Cooperstown 

Crier.  Please go ahead.  

 

Greg Klein: Hey Jeff.  Two years ago, Houston's really came up big for Craig, obviously 

seeing the first Astro with - you know, to go in for an induction with the 

Astros logo on his plaque and they did talk quite a bit about coming back for 

you, maybe coming back for Andy Pettitte, if that should ever happen.  

 

And I just wonder if you're expecting a big crowd from Houston and also 

obviously a big crowd from New England and what you expectations are 

about, you know, size of crowds this weekend. 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Well, I don't really have expectations, but I will say this.  When I was there 

with Craig, you know, since we changed our colors, we have orange, walking 

down the streets in Cooperstown, to see all the orange out there, it was really, 

really cool, you know, and a lot of people from Houston. 

 

You know, baseball has become so big in Houston and people travel and, you 

know, if you’ve been watching the games nowadays, you see Astros fans in 

every city they go to.  So that's very exciting, you know, and I hope they show 
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up.  A lot of people, when I walk out to the city, say they're going to be there 

and stuff like that.  

 

I don't want to say put expectations, but if, you know, they come, obviously 

I'm very, very grateful for that.  But I also know if they can’t come, you know, 

that they support me here too.  So, you know, it's not that easy to get to 

Cooperstown, get there and get hotels and all that kind of stuff. 

 

So I don't put any expectations.  I know that I'm blessed and the Astros fans 

have just been absolutely wonderful to me and to the Houston Astros and I’m 

proud of that. 

 

Greg Klein: Thanks, Jeff.  Congratulations. 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Thank you.  

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  And we have time for just one more question.  Okay  

 

Operator: Our last question then will be from Paul Doyle with the Hartford Courant.  

Please go ahead. 

 

Paul Doyle: Hey Jeff.  I wanted to ask you a little bit about your college years and the 

influence that, you know, guys like Moe Morhardt and Dan Gooley had on 

your career. 

 

Jeff Bagwell: My college career was great.  You know, that was a time where, you know, 

you go away from home and, you know, you get to know other people that 

come from different parts of the state, even other states and, you know, just so 

involved in baseball. 
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You know, that's what we lived and died, was baseball every single night and 

that was fun and Morhardt was absolutely wonderful as our hitting coach.  He 

kept it very simple and just a great baseball mind, you know, in so many 

different ways, not just hitting but everything.  He just - he's a special man and 

any time I hear Moe Morhardt I smile.  So that tells you how I feel about him. 

 

And Dan Gooley.  Skip was great, still in contact with him.  He was a driving 

force behind us in our - my couple of years I was with him proceeding close to 

him.  And Skip is a good friend and we had a lot of fun when we played, but 

also another great baseball guy that just loved to teach.  He was very, very 

supportive and he was a great coach.  

 

Paul Doyle: Thank you, Jeff.  Congratulations. 

 

Jeff Bagwell: Thank you.  I appreciate it.  

 

Operator: I will now turn the call back to the presenters for their closing remarks.  

 

Jon Shestakofsky:  Thanks everyone for joining us on the call.  Jeff, thank you so much for 

being on the call today.  Just as a quick reminder, Hall of Fame induction 

takes place at 1:30 p.m.  on Sunday July 30th, 1:30 p.m.  Eastern Time on the 

grounds of the Clark Sports Center in Cooperstown. 

 

That concludes this call and our next call on today’s schedule with 2017 

inductees will be John Schuerholz.  That will be on a separate line beginning 

at 2:15 p.m.  Eastern Time.  Again, thank you, Jeff and thank you everyone 

for joining us.  

 

Jeff Bagwell: Thank you.  Nice time. 
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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen, that does conclude our conference call for today.  We 

thank you for your participation and ask that you please disconnect your lines. 

 

 

END 


