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THE MISSION 

The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 

fostering an appreciation of the historical development of baseball and its impact on our 

culture by collecting, preserving, exhibiting and interpreting its collections for a global 

audience, as well as honoring those who have made 

outstanding contributions to our National Pastime. 

 

In short, we Preserve History, Honor Excellence and 

Connect Generations. These six words define our 

commitment to giving fans a home to celebrate the game they love, relive the greatest 

moments in baseball history and honor the all-time greats. 

 

PRESERVING HISTORY 

THE COLLECTION 

The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum’s collection holds priceless treasures from 

baseball’s past which bring our memories to life. Over the last 78 years we have built the 

world’s most comprehensive baseball collection, and with your support we will continue to 

collect and preserve artifacts which document the history of our National Pastime. 

 

• The Museum Collection and Library Archive: 

o 40,000 artifacts including bats, balls, gloves, uniforms, trophies and more 

o 140,000 baseball cards  

o 14,000 hours of recorded media 

o 250,000 original photographic images 

o 3 million items in the Library archive 

 

• New Artifacts to the Collection – 2017 Accessions Highlights: 

o World Tour sweater worn by Christy Mathewson in 1913 

o Window shade advertising Negro League tickets, c. 1920  

o Baseball from John Smoltz’s 55th save on Sept. 28, 2002  

o Spikes worn by Chris Sale when he reached 300 strikeouts for the season on 

Sept. 20, 2017  

 

“Baseball was, is and always will be, 

to me, the best game in the world.”  

Babe Ruth, Hall of Fame Class of 1936 



o Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame and Museum 

o St. Louis Cardinals Hall of Fame and Museum 

o Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 

 

 

• We continue to share our collection with other museums and cultural institutions 

including:   

o Brooklyn Historical Society 

o Little League Baseball Museum 

o New York Mets Museum 

 

PRESERVATION  

• Our Museum in Action: This popular Memories and Dreams feature highlights how 

contributions of all sizes have a significant impact on our mission. The program has 

raised more than $36,000, funding the preservation of nearly 2,500 historic photographs 

and the conservation of 21 artifacts – ranging from baseball cards to tunics worn by 

members of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League.  

 

• Digital Preservation: The Hall of Fame has taken a leadership role among cultural 

institutions by creating a single database for our Museum collection and Library archive, 

dramatically increasing the efficiency of finding 

all of the items in our collections related to a 

topic or player. Our database, built on an open 

source platform, will allow other museums and 

libraries to benefit from this project. 

 

In the fall of 2016, we launched our PASTIME 

digital collection online and since then we have added more than 65,000 items to 

PASTIME including 15,000 photographs, 15,000 three-dimensional artifacts, 2,000 

scrapbook pages, 30,000 library documents and 100 oral histories.  

 

The overall cost to digitally preserve our Museum collection and Library archive is 

estimated at $15 million. We have prioritized securing $1.5 million to preserve our 

photo collection.  

 

HONORING EXCELLENCE 

CELEBRATING THE ALL-TIME GREATS  

From Babe Ruth, to Hank Aaron and Tom Seaver, to Ken Griffey Jr., Cooperstown is the place 

where the timeless memories of the Game’s all-time greats are preserved. 

 

Earning election to the National Baseball Hall of Fame is one of the greatest honors in all of 

sports, and is reserved for those few who truly graced the game through their remarkable 

achievements. A little more than 19,000 players have worn a Major League uniform since 1876.  

Only one percent have achieved baseball's highest honor: Election to the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

The Hall of Fame’s 317 Inductees include 220 major league players, 35 Negro Leagues builders 

and stars, 30 executives, 22 managers and 10 umpires.  

 

Their stories of dedication, hard work and perseverance continue to inspire generations of fans.  

“With PASTIME, we are ensuring that 

every fan has access to our game’s 

greatest treasures every day.” 

Jeff Idelson, Hall of Fame President 

 



CONNECTING GENERATIONS 

THE MUSEUM   

Located on Main Street in the heart of picturesque Cooperstown, New York, the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum is one of the country's most popular destinations and is 

surely the best-known sports shrine in the world. What started as a one-room museum in 1939 

has grown into a state-of-the art, 50,000-square foot history museum dedicated to baseball and 

its impact on American culture.  

The hundreds of thousands of visitors who 

travel to Cooperstown each year share a 

journey through the past and a chance to 

relive their favorite baseball memories.  

From the GI Generation, born at the turn of 

the 20th century, to the Silent Generation, to the Baby Boomers, to Generation X, to the 

Millennials and Centennials, the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown is an iconic institution. It’s where 

generations come together to celebrate the history of the Game. 

   

THE MUSEUM ONLINE   

The Museum website, baseballhall.org, and social media channels feature an in-depth look at 

the Hall of Famers, historical analysis and a detailed look at baseball history through stories, 

videos, artifact photos and historic images. Our website crossed the three million annual visitor 

mark for the first time in 2016, and now boosts more than 750K followers across Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter.  

 

Additionally, the Museum continues to partner with the Google Cultural Institute to build 

online exhibits. Our exhibit lineup now includes: Presidential Pastime, The New Face of 

Baseball, Picturing America’s Pastime and Pastime Portraits. 

 

Our team, with your support, will continue working to enhance the Museum experience in 

Cooperstown and online with new exhibits and content. 

 

SECURING THE FUTURE OF THE INSTITUTION TOGETHER 

BE A PART OF SOMETHING GREATER  

We approach our responsibility to secure and share the history of our National Pastime with 

great passion and pride. We know you do too, as evidenced by your generous support.  The 

core of this support is from our faithful Museum Members, Donors and Champions. Here are a 

few ways our supporters stay involved: 

 

• Museum Membership: Since the program started in 1979, fans have been proud to be 

Members of the Baseball Hall of Fame. With active enrollment growing in recent years 

to more than 35,000 fans from all 50 states and 20 countries, Museum Members 

continue to provide a strong core of support.  

“Florida has the Magic Kingdom, but Cooperstown 

is the most magical village in the United States.” 

Phil Niekro, Hall of Fame Class of 1997 



 

• Hall of Fame Champions: These highly 

engaged supporters, who number nearly 

100 strong, make annual contributions of 

$5,000 or more. In recognition of their 

support, Champions enjoy exclusive 

experiences with Hall of Famers in 

Cooperstown and around the country. 

 

• Endowment: Since opening its doors in 1939, the Hall has been well-managed and 

operated on a break-even basis. Unlike other institutions of its stature, however, it has 

operated without the security of a significant endowment. An endowment of $30 

million or more will allow the Museum to keep pace with advancements in exhibition 

and conservation technology, assuring the priceless collections are always well-

preserved and provide for growth in historical research and youth programs. 

 

With 100 percent participation from the Hall of Fame Board of Directors and a generous 

gift from MLB, we have raised nearly $22 million toward our goal of $30 million.  

 

WHAT YOU CAN HELP US DO 

This brief summary shows the impact your commitment to preserving baseball history has on 

the Hall of Fame. As you can see, we have accomplished a lot together, but there is more to be 

done.  

 

Your continued support is critical to:  

• Caring for and preserving the artifacts 

within our collection 

• Ensuring a world-class museum experience 

in Cooperstown and online  

• Securing the future of the institution for 

generations of fans to come 

 

Together we can Preserve History, Honor Excellence and Connect Generations.  

 

MAKE A GIFT TODAY  

• Mail: National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 25 Main St Cooperstown, NY 13326  

• Phone: 607.547.0310  

• Online: baseballhall.org/together 

“The Baseball Hall of Fame is like a shrine 

to me…a place where the heroes of my 

youth never grow old and the game is still 

pure.  I am thrilled to be a Member and 

support the Hall of Fame in its mission.”  

Paul Terry, Champion and Museum Member  

“A life is not important except in the 

impact it has on other lives.”  

Jackie Robinson, Hall of Fame Class of 1962 

 


