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Preventing and Managing Respiratory  
Dis-eases Like Flu, Kennel Cough & Asthma 
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MODULE 4 

HMDM and Lower Respiratory 
Conditions
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In This Session You Will Learn:

1. How to recognize and diagnose the lower respiratory 
tract dis-eases  

2. Deciding what to do and when to go right to your vet 
using HMDM 

3. How to evaluate the response to treatment
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Bigger Picture
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Balance
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Lower airway and lung diseases 1:
• Asthma 

• Pneumonia 

• Bronchitis 

• “Old” Lungs (and pulmonary fibrosis)
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Lower airway and lung diseases 2:

• Pulmonary Thromboembolism 

• Pleural Effusion and Pulmonary Edema  

• Smoke Inhalation and Drowning 

• Lung and Chest Cancers
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Air Quality
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Bronchitis
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Bronchitis Symptoms

• primarily coughing 

• inducible cough

12



Asthma
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from the “Allergy Epidemic”
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Asthma Symptoms

• coughing 

• wheezing 

• shortness of breath
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Bronchoscope
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Triggers
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Asthma Triggers

• vaccines 

• environmental - smoke 

• foods 
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Pneumonia
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Pneumonia Symptoms 1

decreased BEAM  

discharges 

coughing 

dyspnea 

20

Pneumonia Symptoms 2

fever 

increased WBC 

x-ray changes
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Transtracheal Wash for Culture
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Oxygen Cage
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Coupage
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Thromboembolus

diagram courtesy of Wikipedia
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Pulmonary Edema
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Cancer
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Lower Airway Cancer Symptoms1

•many, any, or none  

• especially changes in BEAM and… 
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Lower Airway Cancer Symptoms2

•coughing and spitting up of blood 

•dyspnea 

•weight loss
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Definitive Diagnosis
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Ultrasound Guided
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Goal = Prevent Metastasis
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Cure!
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Palliation
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Suppression
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