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Safari,
from the saddle.

What Makes a Horseback Safari Different?

An illustrated first look, with the questions that help you choose.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / DISCOVER & DREAM

A different way to look.

Imagine a track opening between the trees. The view is framed by two ears; a horse

carries you into the landscape. You are there to look, to listen, and to ride.

A horse becomes part of the journey

A game drive gives you a seat in a vehicle. From the saddle, the journey asks something of you as
a rider: balance, attention and a relationship with the horse beneath you. The appeal is as much
the ride as the view.

The name is only the beginning

Official tourism descriptions include wildlife-focused rides and coastal horseback journeys. Some
outings are short; others include overnight stops. Read the actual itinerary to understand the
landscape, riding and support on offer.

Let yourself be curious.

Then look a little closer.

Discover the formats.

Picture a possible day.

Find the questions that matter to you.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / DISCOVER & DREAM

Read beyond 'safari’.

The word can describe quite different riding journeys. Here are three ways to read an itinerary.

Wildlife, from horseback

A ride focused on viewing wildlife in its landscape. South African Tourism describes mounted
game viewing through bushveld, valleys and open ground. Routes may differ in terrain and pace;
ask what this specific ride requires.

A journey through landscapes

Coastal horseback journeys may combine beaches, hills, forest and bush. The landscape and the
riding can be the main attraction. A safari label does not, by itself, promise a particular wildlife

encounter.

One outing, or several days

Official coastal descriptions range from an afternoon outing to overnight trails. For a longer
journey, look at where you stay, how you move between places, and how mounted time fits
around the rest of the trip.

Look for specifics: the route, time in the saddle, accommodation, other

activities and the riding experience expected.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / DISCOVER & DREAM

A day, Imagined.

What might a day on horseback safari look like? This is an illustration, not a fixed schedule.

Before setting out

Picture meeting your horse, getting equipment checked and hearing the route briefing. Find out
what your organiser actually includes before the first ride.

Time on the trail

Perhaps the route follows a track into open country, perhaps through trees. Riding, looking and
listening become parts of the same journey. Paces and wildlife viewing depend on the route and
the briefing.

Room to pause
An itinerary might include a rest stop, a meal, or time back at camp. Ask where breaks happen,
how the horses are cared for and what the plan is if conditions change.

After the ride

There may be time fo rest, share a sighting or write down a moment you want to remember.

Some trips include other activities; some leave the rest of the day open.

Ask for a sample day from the exact trip.

Hours, paces, breaks and activities vary.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / DISCOVER & DREAM

[s it right for me?

A little reflection before you choose. There is no score to reach, and no need to rush.

Your riding today

Think about your recent riding, paces, outdoor experience and the support you still value. Could
you describe these clearly to the organiser, without relying on a level label?

Your comfort and stamina

Think about how your recent rides have felt, and compare that with the proposed daily riding
time, terrain and breaks. What would you want to discuss before committing?

Your expectations

Would the journey still appeal if a hoped-for animal did not appear? Are you drawn to the horse,
the landscape and the travel experience as well as the possibility of wildlife?

Your travel style

Consider the accommodation, group arrangements and amount of time outdoors. Do these
details fit the kind of journey you enjoy, or is there something you need clarified?

Take the next step as a conversation. Share your riding story, ask for

the route requirements and discuss any support you need.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / PLAN & PREPARE / WORKSHEET

Start with your riding story.

An honest description gives the organiser more to work with than a riding-level label.

When did | last ride, and how often do | ride now?

Which paces have | ridden, and with what support?

What outdoor terrain and group riding have | experienced?
How long was my longest recent ride? How did it feel?
What do | still need help with?

What am | hoping to experience on this ride?

What else would | like the organiser to know?

Describe what you can do today. Share this with the organiser and ask how

they assess experience for the exact route.
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Type in a form-supporting PDF reader, then save your completed copy. Or print and write by hand.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / DISCOVER & DREAM

The horse belongs in the plan.

Horse welfare includes physical and emotional needs. The British Horse Society's Five Domains

approach considers nutrition, environment, health, behaviour and mental state.

Food, water and surroundings

Find out how drinking water, forage, shade and shelter are provided along the route and where the
horses stay.

Comfort and health

Ask who checks tack fit and the horses' condition, and how the team responds if a horse is
uncomfortable or unwell.

Work and rest

Look beyond the riding hours in your itinerary. Ask how workloads, breaks and days off are planned
for the horses.

Handling and social needs

Understand who provides daily care, how horses are handled and what arrangements they have for
company and rest.

Care is part of the journey.

Keep the horse in the conversation

=

from the first enquiry.

These questions help you enquire thoughtfully. Answers and photographs alone do not establish welfare standards.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / DISCOVER & DREAM

[L.eave room for the wild.

Part of the appeal is what cannot be scheduled: a glimpse, a sound, a landscape that holds your
attention.

Make space for small moments

Imagine noticing a shape between branches, stopping to look, then following the group on. A
hoped-for sighting can be wonderful; the ride also has its own story. Let the itinerary describe
possibilities, and keep your expectations open.

Let the briefing guide you

Ask how wildlife encounters are handled on this route, when photographs are appropriate and
how the group receives instructions. Follow the guide and the local rules rather than trying to

arrange a closer view yourself.

Leave the place with care

Do not feed wildlife. SANParks includes this in its visitor guidance. BHS responsible-riding
guidance also encourages care for routes and surroundings: respect local instructions, avoid

disturbing nature and take litter with you.

Look. Listen. Remember.

A photograph is one way to keep a moment.

Simply noticing it is another.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / PLAN & PREPARE / FREE CHECKLIST

10 Questions to Ask
Before Booking a Horseback Safari

Keep the written answers with the itinerary and quote.

01 What riding skills does this exact route require, and how do you check them?
02 How do you match horses to riders, and what rider limits apply?

03 What are the daily riding hours, paces, terrain and breaks?

04 How many riders and guides are in the group? How is it organised?

05 Which wildlife may be encountered, and what briefing will we receive?

06 Where will we be riding, and are all necessary permits and park fees included?
07 Are properly fitted riding helmets available? What equipment must | bring?

08 How are horse care, workload, rest and tack checks managed?

09  What happens if | need to stop, or weather changes the plan?

10 What is included in the written quote, and what costs extra?

Questions | Still Have

Your next story begins with the right questions. Explore extraordinary horseback journeys at Saddle Stories.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / PLAN & PREPARE / WORKSHEET

Two rides, side by side.

An optional worksheet. Compare the written details, and leave room for what is still unclear.

What | am comparing Offer A Offer B
Ride / dates

Required skills

Hours / paces / terrain

Horse matching / limits

Guides / group

Wildlife / briefing

Helmets / equipment

Horse care / rest

Stopping early / weather
changes

Total quote / extras

Still unclear

The offer | want to follow up, and why

Ready for your next riding story? Explore horseback safaris with Saddle Stories.
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THE RIDING LIBRARY / EXPLORE MORE

A little further reading.

For the curious rider who wants to explore a little more.

Trusted resources

South African Tourism

Game viewing from the saddle

Mounted wildlife viewing and routes with different riding demands.

South African Tourism

Coastal horseback journeys

Examples of beach, bush and overnight riding journeys.

British Horse Society

Horse welfare: the Five Domains

Physical and emotional needs, with everyday care in view. UK guidance.

British Horse Society

Responsible riding

Routes, local conditions and care for the countryside. UK guidance.

South African National Parks

Wildlife and visitor care

Karoo National Park visitor rules, including not feeding wildlife.

Continue your story

Discover more in Saddle Stories

Explore our horseback journeys

Curated by Saddle Stories. Content and links checked 11 October 2026. / Edition 1.3

The resources have different local contexts. Use the current itinerary, area rules and briefing for your own ride.
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https://www.southafrica.net/au/en/travel/article/songimvelo-game-reserve-mpumalanga-game-viewing-from-the-saddle
https://www.southafrica.net/gl/en/travel/article/wild-coast-horseback-safaris
https://www.bhs.org.uk/about-us/horses-in-society/
https://www.bhs.org.uk/go-riding-and-learn/riding-out-hacking/how-to-plan-a-ride/responsible-riding/
https://www.sanparks.org/parks/karoo/useful-information/vital-information
https://www.saddle-stories.co/stories
https://www.saddle-stories.co/experiences

A horse.

At Saddle Stories, we curate distinctive horseback experiences around the world. Discover
journ
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Your next story
begins in the saddle.

A landscape. A journey worth remembering.

ey that becomes your next story.
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