
Welcome to 4th Grade Back to School/Curriculum Night!
Before we start please put your child’s name and class in the chat.

Antes de comenzar, escriba el nombre y la clase de su hijo en el chat.

在我们开始之前，请在聊天中输入您孩子的姓名
和班级。

আমরা শুরু করার আেগ অনগু্রহ কের চ্যােট আপনার সন্তােনর 
নাম এবং ক্লাস রাখুন।

Прежде чем мы начнем, пожалуйста, укажите в 
чате имя и класс вашего ребенка.



Meet the 4th Grade Team

Class: 4-1     Room: 307

     Ms. Feliciano         Ms. Palazzo

 efeliciano12@schools.nyc.gov    spalazzo3@schools.nyc.gov



Meet the 4th Grade Team

Class: 4-2     Room: 301

     Ms. DeWald         Ms. Hynes

 adewald2@schools.nyc.gov     ahynes@schools.nyc.gov



Meet the 4th Grade Teachers

Class: 4-3     Room: 308

Ms. Foti

 afoti4@schools.nyc.gov



ATTENDANCE



Classroom Expectations
❖ Come to school on time - learning begins at 8am, students are marked late at 

8:05am

❖ Refrain from being absent; if you know they will be absent, please let us know 

and make sure to provide documentation

❖ Focused and ready to learn 

❖ Participate during the lesson; they must raise their hand 

❖ Please refrain from bringing toys into the classroom 

❖ Students must respect personal space of others 

❖ Ipads must only be used during designated times 



Homework Expectations
❖ Homework is given Monday through Thursday.

❖ Homework includes math workbook pages, reading, and word study.

❖ Please ensure your child completes their homework every night.

❖ PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S FOLDER EVERY NIGHT!

Homework



READING & WRITING  GRADING POLICY:



LISTENING & SPEAKING  GRADING POLICY:



MATH GRADING POLICY:



SOCIAL STUDIES  & SCIENCE  GRADING  
POLICY:



LITERACY SHIFTS
FROM THESE LESS RESEARCHED LITERACY PRACTICES TO THESE RESEARCH-INFORMED PRACTICES 

Non-systematic, incidental instruction in phonics Systematic, explicit phonics instruction

Use of leveled texts Use of decidable texts

Leveled reading groups Small group, differentiated instruction based on need

Incidental instruction and practice in fluency Explicit instruction and practice in fluency

Assessing reading with running records Assessing reading with universal screening, secondary diagnostic and 
additional formative assessments 

Inconsistent access to high-quality curricular materials Adoption of research-based, high-quality curricula

Skills-based instruction Direct, explicit instruction in service of comprehension

Non-systematic writing instruction in isolation Explicit, systematic and cumulative writing instruction, integrated with 
reading



This year, we are implementing a new literacy curriculum.



WIT & WISDOM PACING CALENDAR  
Module 1: A Great Heart - We will examine the complexity of the human heart. Not only is the heart  
biological wonder, it is also a symbol of human emotions. We will explore what it means to have a “great 
heart,” both literally and figuratively.

Module 3:  The Redcoats Are Coming! - We will use a critical eye to see how the American Revolution 
was a foundation for American history. 

Module 4:  Myth Making - We will read and analyze myths from the ancient Greeks and Romans, as well 
as Native American tribes, to learn the purpose and importance of these stories in their cultures. 



WIT & WISDOM TIPS FOR FAMILIES
. 



MATH TIPS FOR FAMILIES
. 



ELA RESOURCES
These are some resources your children can use to help maintain their reading and 
writing skills throughout the school year. Students have access to these digital 
platforms on their IPad:  
❏ epic!

❏ Study sight words:



MATH PACING CALENDAR  
Module 1: Place Value, Rounding, and Algorithms for Addition and Subtraction (25 days)

Module 2:  Unit Conversions (7 days)

Module 3:  Multi-Digit Multiplication and Division (43 days)

Module 4:  Angle Measure and Plane Figures (20 days)

Module 5: Fraction Equivalence, Ordering, and Operations (45 days)

Module 6: Decimal Fractions (20 days)

Module 7: Exploring Measurement with Multiplication (20 days)



REQUIRED MATH FLUENCY  



MATH RESOURCES
These are some resources your children can use to help maintain their math skills 
throughout the school year. Students have access to these digital platforms on their 
IPad:  
❏ MAP Accelerator

❏ IXL 

❏ Zearn

❏ coolmathgames.com

❏ Memorizing their 1-10 multiplication table



HOW TO PREPARE FOR 4TH GRADE   
Grade 4 mathematics is about:

● Developing understanding and fluency with multi-digit  
multiplication , and developing understanding of dividing  
to find quotients involving multi-digit dividends

● Developing an understanding of fraction equivalence , 
addition and subtraction of fractions  with like 
denominators, and multiplication of fractions  by whole 
numbers

● Understanding that geometric figures can be analyzed and 
classified based on their properties, such as having parallel 
sides, perpendicular sides, particular angle measures, and 
symmetry



NYSESLAT
The NYSESLAT is an exam that assesses English Language Learner's progress in acquiring 
English and helps us to provide them with the type of English Language support they need to 
participate productively in the classroom.

NYSESLAT has 4 components; Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing. 
The scale scores range from 30-90.

Part #1 Speaking 🗣

Part #2  Listening 👂, Reading 📚 and Writing ✍



NYSESLAT
Your child received a letter with your child's scores.

If the student scores: Entering (EN), Emerging (EM), Transitioning (TR) or 
Expanding (EX), they will continue to receive ENL services this year and will take the 
NYSESLAT exam at the end of the school year.

If the student scores commanding (CM), they will receive 2 more years of ENL 
support but WILL NOT have to take the NYSESLAT assessment again. 



SAMPLE FLOW OF THE DAY  



Student Support
Screeners- Students will be assessed in a variety of ways in order to get to them as 
best as we can. Examples include MAP and Acadience. Please note that we will not 

be using running records to assess reading levels. We will be using assessments 
within our new literacy program, Wit and Wisdom.     

MAP Accelerator-  Students can use this both as a station in class, and at home. It 
allows students to explore new topics and strengthen skills by doing practice 

problems and tutorials.

                                                            



THIS YEAR’S ASSESSMENTS  
❏ September 17:  MAP ELA  (IPad assessment meant to assess ELA skills learned this year). 
❏ September 20:  MAP Math  (IPad assessment meant to assess Math skills learned this 

year). 

❏ April 29 & April 30:  ELA State Exam  
❏ May 7 & May 8:  Math State Exam  

❏ NYSESLAT  - English Language Learner proficiency assessment. 

❏ April 21-May 6:  Speaking

❏ May 15, 16, 19:   Listening, Reading, Writing



UPCOMING CLASSROOM ASSESSMENTS  

❏ October 8:  MATH Module 1 Review

❏ October 9:  MATH Module 1 Test

❏ October 21:  MATH Module 2 Review

❏ October 22:  MATH Module 2 Test

❏ November 8:  Wit & Wisdom End of Module 1 Task



UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES
❏ September 21: Back to School Family Event
❏ September 30:  NBA/WNBA Cares Basketball Clinics (In School)
❏ October 3 & October 4: NO SCHOOL
❏ October 14: NO SCHOOL
❏ November 1:  NO SCHOOL
❏ November 5:  NO SCHOOL
❏ November 11:  NO SCHOOL
❏ November 28 & November 29:  NO SCHOOL
❏ December 5:  Parent Teacher Conferences



School Drills

These include fire (evacuation) drills, shelter drills, and lock down 
drills. The first two evacuation drills are listed on the parent calendar 
and are planned for 9/17  and 9/24 . We exit the building quickly and 
quietly. We re enter the building quickly and quietly as well.



Allergies & Asthma

❖ If you have not done so already, submit the allergy form to 

your child’s teacher 

❖ It is important for us to know which students have allergies 

❖ If your child requires an EpiPen or has asthma, please fill 

out the correct DOE form by the doctor with the medication

❖ No medicine can be accepted without the appropriate DOE 

form. If you send in medicine without a form, it will be 

returned to you. 



Dismissal Policies

❖ Every child must submit a blue card if you have not done so already 

❖ Your child will only be released to whoever is on the blue card 

❖ A child can only walk home if you signed the Walker Permission Slip 



KEEP IN TOUCH

Parent Coordinator

Astrid Mesones → amesones@schools.nyc.gov

Community Coordinator

Kenny Leung → cleung10@schools.nyc.gov

Guidance Counselor 

Magdalena Wood → mwood11@schools.nyc.gov 

mailto:amesones@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:cleung10@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mwood11@schools.nyc.gov


●

4 Excels at Grade Level Standards

3 Proficient at Grade Level 
Standards

2 Approaching Grade Level 
Standards

1 Below Grade Level Standards

GRADING POLICY Units of Study



    Physical Education - Ms.Martin            718-431-1960 

 
Welcome families to the P.S.131 Physical Education Program.  I am thrilled to be working alongside an amazing faculty and a

community of Physical Education enthusiasts to bring the many benefits of the program to your child during the 2024-2025 school year.

 Physical Education Goal-Highlights

Physical Education is an integral part of your child’s education program. The students will engage in physical movement and develop 
personal and social skills necessary for maintaining an active lifestyle and good health.

Your child will receive Physical Education at least once a week and will engage in various sports and movement activities. There will be 
individual and group lessons, that include but not limited to soccer, mini-basketball and rhythm dancing. Also, sessions will include, 

locomotor, kicking, throwing, and catching activities to develop fine and gross motor skills. Through peer interactions your child will build 
self-esteem, self-confidence, sportsmanship, recognition of various cultures and respect for all.



Physical Education - Martin - Units of Study  
           _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                   

                                                                                           

                     September                                                                 December                                                        March                                         

                     Rules & Routines                                           Mid-Year - Skills Review                               Yoga And Mindfulness                             

                     Locomotor Skills                                                      January                                                             April                                         

                     October                                                                     Striking Skills                                                  Jump Rope Skills                                                                                                     

                     Locomotor Skills                                                      February                                                           May                        

                     November                                                                 Kicking Skills                                                  Rhythm - Fit Skills                                                                                                     

                     Throwing - Catching Skills                                                                                                               June 

                                                                                                                                                                                End-Year - Skills Review

          ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                    

                         



    Physical Education - Martin - Grading Policy    
_______________________________________
  4
  Excels at Grade Level Standards
  3
  Proficient at Grade Level Standards
  2
  Approaching Grade Level Standards
  1
  Below Grade Level Standards
_______________________________________  



Art- Ms.Barry 

 Goal: To provide an environment which fosters curiosity, creative thinking, artistic growth, and visual 
learning in the classroom and beyond. 

Your child will receive art at least once a week with Ms. Barry. Art instruction at P.S. 131 provides a diverse 
and engaging variety of arts opportunities in a variety of media - drawing, painting, collage etc. to foster 
self-expression and self-confidence in a supportive environment.  Instruction is aligned with the NYC 
Blueprint for the Arts. 

Art Studio Motto: 
"Turn your mistakes into something great!"

HBarry@schools.nyc.gov              718 - 431 - 1960

About Me:

 Welcome to an exciting new school year!!  I have been teaching at P.S. 131 for over 20 years now, both 
as a classroom teacher and as the art teacher for the past nine years. I have a B.A. in art and art history 

from The University of Dallas and a M.S. in Education from Pace University.  I love reading, visiting 
museums,  and creating art in my spare time! We are so lucky to live in NYC!

https://www.weteachnyc.org/media2016/filer_public/2b/5d/2b5d9df6-7298-4478-bdba-8532ae34d319/visual_arts_-_blueprint_aligning_to_benchmarks.pdf
https://www.weteachnyc.org/media2016/filer_public/2b/5d/2b5d9df6-7298-4478-bdba-8532ae34d319/visual_arts_-_blueprint_aligning_to_benchmarks.pdf


ART - KEY CONCEPTS/Skills                              GRADING POLICY



 NYS Visual Arts Learning Standards 



Computers with Ms.Harvey
Welcome to a new 2024- 2025 school year at PS 131. My name is Ms. Harvey 

and I have worked at PS 131 for 24 years. I was a 4th grade teacher for 10 years 
and I’m going into my 14th year as the Technology teacher. The general 
Technology program is centered around providing students with a well-rounded 
education anchored by the New York State K12 Computer Science and Digital 
Fluency Learning Standards & the ISTE Standards- International Society for 
Technology in Education.

Throughout the school year all students will get a hands-on opportunity to 
work with technology, learn how to troubleshoot issues and develop important 
skills as a 21st century learner. All students will be introduced to CS4ALL- 
Computer Science concepts and their responsibilities as a Digital Citizen.

Contact Number: 718-431-1960 

https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/computer-science-and-digital-fluency-learning-standards
https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/computer-science-and-digital-fluency-learning-standards
https://beta.iste.org/standards/students
https://beta.iste.org/standards/students


Computer Units of study:3rd-5th Grade
Unit 1

● Introduction to Login- 
logout of new computers

● Review Mouse control
● Introduction to Online 

Typing websites
-Dance Mat Typing (3rd-4th)
-Learn To Type (5th)

Focus:

-Why is learning how to typing 
important?

-Home row & building muscle 
memory for correct hand position 
on keyboard

● Introduction to Microsoft 
Powerpoint program

Unit 2
● Introduction to CS4All- Computer 

Science Concepts
-What is Computer Science?
-What is Computational Thinking?

● Introduction to Wixie (Online 
Creative Drawing Program)

Unit 3
● Introduction to AI (Artificial 

Intelligence)
Unit 4

● Introduction to Digital 
Citizenship using Common Sense 
Media & Everfi (5th Only)

Unit 5 
● Research Projects using Wixie or 

Powerpoint
**All students in grades 2-5 
will be using their DOE email 
usernames to log in to various 
accounts.

https://www.dancemattypingguide.com/dance-mat-typing-level-1/
https://www.typing.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Library with Ms. 
Keiser

Grading Policy:
—----------------------------------------------
-
4 Excels at Grade Level Standards
3 Proficient at Grade Level 
Standards
2 Approaching Grade Level 
Standards
1 Below Grade Level Standards
—----------------------------------------------
-

I’m Ms. Keiser, and I’m 
so excited to welcome 
you to library for the 

2024-2025 school year! 

Expectations: Students are expected to participate 
and try their best in all library activities, show respect 

to their peers, and take good care of library books. 
Through group storytime activities and opportunities 

for independent reading, students will become 
confident readers and researchers and discover how 

reading and learning can be fun!

dkeiser@schools.nyc.gov



Library Scope and Sequence
Curriculum: The P.S. 131 library curriculum is aligned to the Empire State Information Fluency 
Continuum. Hands-on activities encourage critical thinking skills and collaboration with peers.

Pre-K and K

● Library Rules and Routines
● Taking Care of Books

● Holidays and Celebrations
● Exploring Our World: Animals and their 

Environments

1st and 2nd Grade

● Respect and Kindness: Self-to-Text 
Connections and Building Relationships in 

the Library
● Making Predictions: Creepy Tales

● Problem and Solution: Penelope Rex

3rd Grade

● Exploring Character: Inside and Outside 
Character Traits, Comparing and Contrasting 

Characters
● Exploring Setting: Identify/Describe Setting, 

Settings Around the World, Country Brochure 
Research Project

4th and 5th Grade

● Genre Study: Fairytales, Fractured Fairytales, 
Writing Our Own Stories

● Online Safety and Digital Citizenship: 
Personal and Private Information

● Point of View: Perspective, Animal Diary 
Research Project



Science with Mrs. Acevedo      

Introduction: 

Hi everyone! I’m Mrs. Acevedo and I am so 
excited to welcome your child into the 
Science Lab this academic year. I have been 
a classroom teacher for over 20 years here 
at P.S 131k and I hold a Masters in Science. 

My earnest desire is to foster the love of 
science through hands-on experiments and 
collaborative activities aligned with the New 
York State P-12 Science Learning 
Standards.

 

Expectations: 

In this classroom all students are expected to 
share their voice, demonstrate respect for one 
another, ask questions and synthesis 
information to gain deeper understanding.

Your child is also expected to take notes and 
review student packets provided in class. This 
practice will help your child become familiar with 
scientific terminology and develop new 
understandings as we investigate each unit of 
study.

Motivational Science Quote: Millions saw the 
apple fall, Newton was the only one who asked 
“Why?”...Bernard M. Baruch

EAcevedo5@schools.nyc.gov                     
718-431-1960

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/standards-instruction/p-12-science-learning-standards.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/standards-instruction/p-12-science-learning-standards.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/standards-instruction/p-12-science-learning-standards.pdf
mailto:EAcevedo5@schools.nyc.gov


Science- Grading Policy & Units of Study



QUESTIONS?
PREGUNTAS?

问题?
ВОПРОСЫ?

প্রশ্ন?

🤔🗯
❓

🤔🗯
❓



Thank you for your time! 
Our session is over. 

Have a wonderful night 😄


