
P.S 131 October 
2025 Book of 

the Month with 
Resources!



Quote of the Month

“You are braver than you believe, 
stronger than you seem, and 

smarter than you think.”

-Carter Crocker



Drum Dream Girl: 
How One Girl’s 

Courage Changed 
Music

By Margarita Engle

Book of the Month



In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, Drum Dream 
Girl is a vibrant and creative storybook inspired by 

the true story of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga, a 
Chinese-African-Cuban girl who broke Cuba's 

traditional taboo against female drummers. In her 
city of drumbeats, she dreamed of pounding tall 

congas and tapping small bongós. She had to keep 
quiet. She had to practice in secret. But when at last 
her dream-bright music was heard, everyone sang 
and danced and decided that both girls and boys 

should be free to drum and dream. Drum Dream Girl 
tells an inspiring true story for dreamers 

everywhere, with a positive message of gender 
equality and dreams coming true.

Summary



Read-Aloud Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_Qezpu9yuY


Historical Background: 
Presentation and  Videos

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dFmgWQqFFtld0EWQehTUtvyl0tkkJ3Wd/view?usp=sharing


Click for Related Book Activities!

Discussion 
Guide

Extension 
Activities

Even More
Activities!

Resource
Guide

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GQJEWHL9wbzgd3acRXrALopjI2OZnV6G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19fqNlyA32S9tkVqm54_A7mY_V5TuFMzQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TZmhgj_ziARMFo7yYcXgLiZiP7QOTBkr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/142O-RrYzieir2Yk1378di5_GVrS9vG_p/view?usp=sharing


Theme of the Month
Inclusion

Inclusion means making sure everyone 
feels safe, welcome, and like they 
belong in a group. Everyone can 

participate and feel valued.



Theme of the Month: 
Inclusion

Challenge yourself to 
complete all the 

Inclusion Choice Board 
Activities this month!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RvclXvfh2xcvDeTehZM6KKA8kMQNnFhc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1pYKMiPpzU


Habit of Mind: Persisting

Click to view 
resources and 
activities that 

support persisting!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCc6JjRGZnQ2_CcokfHb-V6iL-aDCJSG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCc6JjRGZnQ2_CcokfHb-V6iL-aDCJSG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCc6JjRGZnQ2_CcokfHb-V6iL-aDCJSG/view?usp=sharing


Executive Functioning Focus: 
Perseverance

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KCQF9NFwCySAr8XAWZTplfQDuaHBcoVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4D6-w1StXyBcvAtbL66sWwY4O56nYlA/view?usp=sharing


Limited print copies of “Drum 
Dream Girl” are available for 

checkout in the school library 
(Room 212). Please visit or 
reach out to Ms. Keiser at 

dkeiser@schools.nyc.gov if 
you would like to borrow a 

copy.

mailto:dkeiser@schools.nyc.gov

