N

P.S 131 October
2025 Book of & #

the Month with
Resources!




\ N
* Quote of the Month ‘Z

- /

“You are braver than you believe,
stronger than you seem, and

smarter than you think!

\
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-Carter Crocker
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Drum Dream Girl:

How One Girl’s B
Courage Changed

Music @

/
By Margarita Engle
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Summary

In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, Drum Dream
Girl is a vibrant and creative storybook inspired by
the true story of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga, a

Chinese-African-Cuban girl who broke Cuba'’s /
traditional taboo against female drummers. In her
city of drumbeats, she dreamed of pounding tall
congas and tapping small bongos. She had to keep
quiet. She had to practice in secret. But when at last
her dream-bright music was heard, everyone sang
and danced and decided that both girls and boys
should be free to drum and dream. Drum Dream Girl
tells an inspiring true story for dreamers /
everywhere, with a positive message of gender
equality and dreams coming true.
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Aloud Video

Read



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_Qezpu9yuY
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Historical Background:

Presentation and Videos
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Video Examples
Anaconda in 1937 playing “Oh Marmbo Mambi performed by Espiritu Burlon performed by
Marambé Maramba® with a Anacaona ca. 1932 in Havanna. Anacaona ca. 1932 in Havanna.
bongo solo by Millo Castro.
(/6 WSMPHONY
SZESIORY TIME
50 1138
Many years after their rise to Ashley Pérez Flanagan singsa  Symphony Storytime reads ‘Drum
fame, members of Anaconda songa bout Millo Zaldarriaga’s Dream Girl* and shares about
play Mi Yambu in 1984 life ond story. percussion. - Oregon Symphony
iR ow: 2027
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dFmgWQqFFtld0EWQehTUtvyl0tkkJ3Wd/view?usp=sharing
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Click for Related Book Activities!

Diseussion Guide

by Margarita Engle lluAroted by Rafael lopex.

Girls cannot be drunmers. Long ago onan sand
illed with music. it

What s  tradition? Why did peope hink only

Drum Dream Girl:

How One Girl's Courage Changed Music

RIF EXTENSION ACTIVITIES FOR EDUCATORS &
INTERDISCIPLINARY THEMES: ART, SOCIAL STUDIES, WRITING.
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Even More
Activities!
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Resource
Guide

Name: Class:

Drum Dream Girl

‘The Drum Dream Grrl Ived on “an iskond of music*  Can you name which
slond she Ived on?

A Austrola B Cba C. Jopn D Fii

2 The Drum Dream Girl keeps thinking of al the instruments she wants fo.
play. Which instrument is NOT one that she d-eams dbout:

A Congss B Bongos C Hap D Trrboks
TRUE or FALSE - On the island of music grs were lowed fo play drums.
She heard drunvring and rhyths oll around her but NOT at:

A movetheaters B cofes C camwds D thepark
TRUE or FALSE - The Drum Dreom Grls sisters wanted fo jon her and

make on al-grl dance bond.

The ilustrator uses syrbols and colors in fher ilustrations. Can you name
o few things that show up over and over n fhis book's lustrations?

P
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T order-fo decide f he Drum Drecm Girl shoud realy play, who did her
fother hire?

A judge B orfist C professonalmusicion D. music feacher

TRUE or FALSE = Affer playing bongos ot o smal café fhe Drum Dream
Grl decided fo gve up and NOT fo play music

Do you remerrber anything else from the story fhat you fhink is mportant?

®

=

e rpaenge comfimage/00Gcch ot

>
W T I T

%



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GQJEWHL9wbzgd3acRXrALopjI2OZnV6G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19fqNlyA32S9tkVqm54_A7mY_V5TuFMzQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TZmhgj_ziARMFo7yYcXgLiZiP7QOTBkr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/142O-RrYzieir2Yk1378di5_GVrS9vG_p/view?usp=sharing

Inclusion means making sure everyone ‘ress—i:, &
feels safe, welcome, and like they '
belong in a group. Everyone can

pa'cipate and feel valued.
Wi - _
\\\ /
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Theme of the Mnth:
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INCLUSION |nClUSI0n

SCENARIO CARDS
INCLUSIONG)
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING CHOICE BOARD : - » »
@ @ ® , ‘
Brainstorm ways you

Ask a grown up how
Draw a picture of you
can include others in including others on a they !eel when others
play. don'tinclude them.
playground.

You realize everyone in your
karate class is going to a
birthday party besides you.

‘ : i 3 How would you feel?
iged o AT Al h N
EN . |
.

B8 |INcLusioné||fINcLusionED)
Design a poster for Write a skit about
inclusion.

1 Imagine someone in your
5 @ ' Jh
including others.

{ | Ciara wants to leave

] dance class is consistently 1 | Kara out on purpose.
= e, — N 5 left out of playdates.
> - How would you stand up for |

| | What would you say
them? |

to Ciara?
Challenge yourself to |
Define inclusionin | find a book that has a

INCLUSIONGD) [| INCLUSIONGED
- . complete all the il
your own words. main character who have a partner at
learns a lesson about | basketball practice.

S
Rebecca wants to go to You accidentally leave Jo °
. . Johnson's house after |
Inclusion Choice Board
including others. How v@hel?
: ©

] | out of the game you are
school with Monique, but i

i i playing at the park.
she wasn't invited.
Activities this month!

| | How would you fix it?
What could Rebecca do?
_
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RvclXvfh2xcvDeTehZM6KKA8kMQNnFhc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1pYKMiPpzU
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#—=—.| Habit of Mind: Persisting
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I CAN PERSIST!

e

& [ nsTeAboF TR saviNe.. | A Click to view
o resources and

g | | [y activities that

TR [T I support persisting!

T6IVEUP.

TWON'T FINISH THIS IN
TIME

HE'S PETTER AT THIS PROJECT
THAN ME. —
& MAKE A PLANI | & | THISSED T;:ATGRGOAL. I | —] o
NavE: DATE: Sl Persisting
ON MY MATH TEST. 1 can make a plan
Dmﬂmvmvnwmmwmwnfaonmmm d

WITH OR JUST KEEP WORKING ONI

| | DIRECTIONS: WRITE YOUR OWN STATEMENTS! my goals!

DIRECTIONS: ANTWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TO MAKE A PLAN TO I I | l
PERETRT AND NEVER SIVE UP ON YOUR 60AL.

|umr MATERTALS DO YOU NEED TO PRACTICE? |
|v|n:novoummann(n¢n |
|mu ‘OFTEN SHOULD YOU PRACTICE? I

[WHO B0 YOU NELD TO HELP YOU PRACTICE?

Stick to it!

Persevering with a task
through to completion;
remaining focused.
Searching for ways to
reach your goal when
stuck. Not giving up.

|vnv T8 THIS IMPORTANT TO YOU?. |

DIRECTIONS' REFLECT. MOW DID YOU PLAN TURN OUT? WERE YOU PERSISTENT?

J



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCc6JjRGZnQ2_CcokfHb-V6iL-aDCJSG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCc6JjRGZnQ2_CcokfHb-V6iL-aDCJSG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCc6JjRGZnQ2_CcokfHb-V6iL-aDCJSG/view?usp=sharing

Executive Functioning Focus:

Perseverance

Being able to stick with a
task and not give up, even
when it gets challenging.

- - - Examples In Action - - -

+ L 0.
www.thepatr Y 1

Using strategies to
keep working through
on a challenging task

Asking for help when
you need extra
support

Using positive self-talk
to stay motivated

Perseverance

T Name Date: ﬁ Narme:

Skl [0: Working Through

Date.

Skill 10: Working Threugh
Challenges

Working through challenges means doing your
personal best, even when something is hard!
Working through challenges is good because it
moakes us smarter and stronger!

LET'S THINK
When you come across something tough, what can
you do? Check of f each strategy as you read.

Challenges

Challenges can be lots of different things. You
might have a fough math test, a fight with a
friend, or need fo move to a new school. Those
are all challenges

LET'S THINK

Tell about a time you had a challenge that you
worked through

You can:

Q Check the directions again.

Q Stop and think, “What should T
do?*

Q Try a dif ferent way.

Q Look around and see what
others are doing

Q Try to move on and come back
later.

Q Ask a friend for help.

Q Ask an adult for help.

7

O 2Py 2Succesc

|

Persevere

work
Hard

fzi Use My
Strategies

i

Achieve
My Goals



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KCQF9NFwCySAr8XAWZTplfQDuaHBcoVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4D6-w1StXyBcvAtbL66sWwY4O56nYlA/view?usp=sharing
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Limited print copies of “Drum

Dream Girl” are available for
\  checkout in the school library
‘ (Room 212). Please visit or
= reach out to Ms. Keiser at
4 dkeiser@schools.nyc.gov if
you would like to borrow a

copy.
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