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Quote of the Month

e “You can always, always give
something, even if it is only
kindness!”
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-Anne Frank
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Book Summary:
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In honor of the holiday season of giving
this December, Extra Yarn tells a story of
generosity triumphing over greed, and of

setting your heart on a goal to give to and
help others. The story starts with
Annabelle and her dog stumbling upon “a
box filled with yarn of every color.” What
happens next is truly magical! When used
for good, the box of yarn becomes
ever-full, always producing more yarn for
good- and when the magic box falls into
the wrong hands, the magic can
disappear! Extra Yarn shows how, when
we give to others, the gift keeps on
giving.
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Read-Aloud Video
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pmgex9pf8cE

Click for Related Book Activities!

LESSONI

Extra Yam by Mac Bamett

Book Synopsis: I's @ fypical cold and dreary day in young Annabelle’s vilage when she discovers
small box of voriegated yar resing on the ground. Using he kniing sl she makes hersell o
oc leftover, so mA,m sweater for her dog. A first she s fea out her
nloang 1o MOKS sweaters, scarfs, and hots for e vilage
In0es 1o supply Annbelle with o encles sopply of Yo, anel she keeps
onknitfing, coloring the world around h o An evil archduke
tries to fake fhe box of yam. However hi 3 helping others and making a

dilference is more important than per in.
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More Extra
Yarn Activities

Magic
1. Could the events in this story have really taken place?
. Could Annabelle’s box of yarn really exist? Why or why not?
3. Can we say that the box of yarn was magical? Why?
4. Does magic exist? Why do you think so?
5. What makes something magical?
6. When a magician makes a rabbit come out of a hat, s that magic? (Or s it a trick?)

7. 1f we agree that the box was magical, why was it only magical for Annabelle?

Extra Yarn

Generosity
Activities

The student wil isten o and defermine the theme of a story.

ctivity, following agreed-upon rules, faking turns, and

M-m”uk 1 the meaning of the Herary term mefaphor Money and Happiness

+ Extra Yorn by Mac Bomett, ilustialed by Jon Klassen “Ten million!” shouted the archduke. “Take it or leave i1”

“Leave it,” said Annabelle. “I won't sell the yarn.”
+ Ballofyam
Frocetin: ] 1. Why didn’t Annabelle want to sell the yarn2
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2. Would you have sold the yarn Why or why not?
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3. Ten million s a lot of money. Do you think Annabelle should have sold the yarn?

4. Why do you think the archduke was willing fo pay so much for the box of yarn?
5. Would the archduke really be happy if Annabelle had sold him the yarn?

dents. This fakes five minufes. Note: A dramatic reading of

0 book

6. Would Annabelle have been happy if she had given the archduke the yarn?

5. WS it 3 v ] Extra Yarn r 1

Extra Yarn is a story about a little girl named
Annabelle who finds a magical box of yarn.

First, she knits herself a sweater, then she knits one
for her dog, Mars, then for her entire town. She knits
sweaters for trees and buildings and bird houses,
and even a pick-up truck! She never runs out of the
colorful yarn. One day an archduke offers to buy
her box of colorful yarn for ten million dollars, but
Annabelle refuses to sell it. At night, the archduke
steals the box of yarn, but when he opens the box,
he finds it empty.

Discussion
Questions

“Special
Skills” Activity

Things to

talk about



https://drive.google.com/file/d/17P0KiyRsBrKjxn5eRxzl1Bk3Yg-Cw9t1/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ocd.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/StoryHour_ExtraYarn.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h8uMTkj6YbSit1Mn19OIqxRY-pI5ATdR/view?usp=sharing

Theme of the Month
Kindness

Kindness means being caring,
helpful, and friendly towards
other people. It's about doing
something to make someone
else feel happy, safe, or included,
% and treating others the way you
would want to be treated.
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Theme of the Month: Kindness
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o Related Links
. The thoughts, and actions (or
o Activties for Students | behaviors) rests in perspective, impulse control, and self-awareness. As

ehildren develop, they begin to have empathy for others, and can build
relationships.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNNcpAcF0GM
https://blog.brookespublishing.com/8-activities-for-teaching-kindness-in-your-classroom/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yNWEM25y46GMpDhcya-qqN37wW3VVrMC/view?usp=sharing
https://irp.cdn-website.com/c41a830d/files/uploaded/Kindness%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf

Habit of Mind:
Responding with Wonderment and Awe

Re I ated g\.:l:u:;a;:;'g Wonder and Awe in the Classroom
o o Exposing students to amazing things creates a classroom environment
Responding with wonderment and Resources - e o6,

where they feel creative, engaged, and primed to learn.
awe means noticing amazing things in

the world, and being curious and

excited about them! In Extra Yarn, N
Annabelle discovers a magical box of 20
yarn that never runs out, and she uses
her excitement to create beautiful
things for her whole town. Annabelle’s
sense of wonder helps her see
possibilities, not limits.

By Stephanie Farley (n
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https://www.edutopia.org/article/engaging-students-through-wonder/
http://www.rediquest.com/wonderment/

Executive Functioning Focus:

Interventions for Students who
Struggle with Task Initiation
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Task Initiation

In “Extra Yarn”, Annabelle starts making
things out of yarn as soon as she finds
the mysterious box, and she stays
focused on her tasks as she knits for
everyone in her community!

Task initiation is about the ability to get
started on tasks without delays or
hesitation. Can you overcome
procrastination to begin working on

assignments quickly this month?
:

Executive
Functioning

Lesson & Resources:

Task Initiation
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https://www.thepathway2success.com/interventions-for-executive-functioning-challenges-task-initiation/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Th4EndEDN_2pV08N5OTvlNrvViVDhHQH/view?usp=sharing

Limited print copies of
“Extra Yarn” are available to
borrow from the school
library (Room 212). Please
reach out to Ms. Keiser
(dkeiser@schools.nyc.gov)

if you would like to borrow a %{
copy.
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