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Quote of the Month

“If at first you don’t succeed, 
try, try again.”

-William Edward Hickson



January Book of the Month:

When Things 
Aren’t Going 

Right, Go Left

By Marc Colagiovanni



Book Summary:
To celebrate the New Year 2026, and all the new 
opportunities it represents, When Things Aren’t Going 
Right, Go Left tells an inspirational story about staying 
optimistic to overcome adversity and succeed at any task. 
As the narrator embarks on a long journey, he gets rid of 
all the things that can hold him back from achieving his 
goals, including doubts, fears, worries, and frustrations. 
Once he can think more clearly, he is able to try new 
strategies and solve his problems! This story reminds 
readers of the strength, power, and perseverance they 
have to direct their own path, which are critical to keep in 
mind as we resolve to make the new year great!



Read-Aloud Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba05H_d2gVU


Click for Related Book Activities!
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Activities
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and 
Activities

Resilience 
Mindset Book 

Companion

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13YPKxx5lbG-V-sXDj2NNUcnqk9LCt5mr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_24kWObVmR3r60O_h0MqC0dbyGlZNI9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m77Ajv5JZdZOIkjpy8eIzCto_SNhhvSe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mUAxyS4qMoFqr7JHikUGiPdwBmrBLtsO/view?usp=sharing


Theme of the Month
Perseverance

Perseverance is about never giving up 
on a project or a goal, even when it’s 
tough. Someone with perseverance 

makes sure to try their best and finish 
what they started, and finds ways to 

overcome challenges.



Theme of the Month: Perseverance
Why is it 

important to 
persevere 
through 

challenges to 
finish a task?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFV6P8HZqjI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p3GYc6iroNLfj4iat_iIt--0W4ndicXG/view?usp=sharing
https://charactercounts.org/se4-7/


Habit of Mind:
Taking Responsible Risks

Taking responsible risks  means trying 
new things that might be uncomfortable 
for you, even if you might not be good at 

it at first! It also means trying new 
things thoughtfully and carefully, rather 
than making dangerous or bad choices. 
In When Things Aren’t Going Right, Go 
Left, the main character was able to go 
to new places, achieve new things, and 
grow by taking responsible risks. Can 
you try new things in 2026, just like in 

the story?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B7p4JJPHNfSZiEfgaoiVHQ0zEWAAlWdb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V23pcVtUkWGW_YHVsTHMoD4OzOLz1YUd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12h_jCu3tjEhwn4vxRynhu8OrM_F8JaiP/view?usp=sharing


Executive Functioning Focus:
Planning

When you’re going out on a long 
journey, like the main character in 

When Things Aren’t Going Right, Go 
Left!, it is important to plan  ahead by 
setting goals, creating a step-by-step 

strategy to reach those goals, and 
organizing your time and resources to 

make sure it’s a success.
A new year can also be like a long 

journey, full of opportunities to make 
it your best year yet! This month, try 

to set goals for the year and plan 
ahead to make sure you achieve them!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RLUcYKer9QHM_Co_59I-7DHW3RCpoqPg/view?usp=sharing


Executive Functioning Focus:
Planning for the New Year!

Students can practice planning 
by creating New Year’s 

resolutions , or a personal goal 
to achieve a positive change. 

They can brainstorm something 
they want to accomplish this 
year, and describe actionable 
steps that they should take to 

achieve that goal. How will they 
know that they have succeeded?



Limited print copies of “When 
Things Aren’t Going Right, Go 

Left!” are available in the school 
library (Room 212). Please reach out 

to Ms. Keiser 
(dkeiser@schools.nyc.gov) if you 

would like to borrow a copy.


