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Suggested Tweet: #SilenceOfTheSlams: 3rd annual #RollerDerby Bout @WSSF April 11! 
@DiamondBetties vs Sea To Sky Sirens http://bit.ly/1LD5qb1  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SILENCE OF THE SLAMS: THIRD ANNUAL INVITATIONAL ROLLER DERBY BOUT 
AT THE WORLD SKI & SNOWBOARD FESTIVAL HAPPENING APRIL 11, 2015 

Whistler’s Black Diamond Betties Vs The Sea To Sky Sirens Out Of Squamish 

WHISTLER, BC – February 27, 2015 – For the third year in a row, the World Ski & Snowboard Festival 
(WSSF) will host an invitational roller derby bout at the Whistler Conference Centre. Silence of the Slams 
will pin Whistler’s Black Diamond Betties against the Sea to Sky Sirens from Squamish on Saturday, April 
11.  

This year’s bout will be an epic rematch. The two sister leagues have close ties and first faced off against 
each other at the event’s inaugural bout in 2013. After a close match, the Black Diamond Betties emerged 
victorious on their home turf. They also won their bout against the Red Tide Warning from the Sunshine 
Coast in 2014, guaranteeing Silence of the Slams to be an exciting bout as the Black Diamond Betties 
seek to defend their untarnished WSSF title. 

“We are really excited to be bringing a roller derby event back to WSSF for the third year in a row,” says 
Sue Eckersley, Event Director of the World Ski and Snowboard Festival. “We made a number of 
improvements to the functionality of the event last year which really took the spectator experience to the 
next level. The feedback from everyone who participated was great so we’re looking forward to seeing 
even more spectators out to cheer on these inspiring women in 2015.” 

The changes Eckersley refers to included placing the bout’s flat track in the centre of the Sea to Sky 
Ballroom, allowing for optimal viewing. The WSSF’s signature “Borg” setup (the hexagon of screens in the 
middle of the Ballroom for the duration of the Festival) was hung from the ceiling and out of the way for 
the bout. The teams were stationed in the centre of the track while spectators watched from the outside. 
The same set up will be in place for the bout on April 11 and, new for this year, there will be no fence 
between the players and fans so spectators, especially those sitting in the ringside seats, will have a 
crystal clear view of the action. 

Tickets to Silence of the Slams are now available for purchase on the World Ski & Snowboard Festival 
website. For more information, visit: http://wssf.com/Roller-Derby.  

About the Teams 

Whistler’s Black Diamond Betties were established in 2011 and are the undefeated champions at the 
roller derby bouts hosted by the World Ski & Snowboard Festival. Heading into their fourth season of 
competition, the Black Diamond Betties currently have 20 players on their team roster and are led by 
Team Captain, Lori O’Hare, aka Princess Slayah. 

http://bit.ly/1LD5qb1
http://wssf.com/Roller-Derby


Founded in 2008 by Shannon Handley a.k.a Mala Justed, the Sea to Sky Sirens bout in Squamish and 
throughout the province. Voted Squamish’s Best Female Sports Team in 2014, the players range from 
young women, to mothers, to hardworking professionals and have become a force to be reckoned with. 

For those unfamiliar with flat track roller derby, it is a full contact sport played on quad style roller skates. 
Modern roller derby combines the athleticism of speed skating with the tactical difficulty of full contact 
blocking and checking.  

At each bout, there are two periods which consist of an unlimited number of scoring sessions called 
Jams. During a Jam, one member from each team (called the Jammer), races counter-clockwise around 
the track to accrue one point for every opposing team member they pass. Four players from each team 
also skate on the track as a pack of Blockers. Blockers must simultaneously play offense and defense in 
an attempt to help their own Jammer through the pack and inhibit the opposing Jammer’s progress. Both 
Jammers and Blockers are allowed to check the opposing team, but illegal hits like elbowing will result in 
timed penalties.  

The complete WFTDA rules handbook which explains the sport of roller derby in detail can be found here: 
http://wftda.com/rules.     

Tickets to the evening gala events are now available for purchase at www.wssf.com.   

To connect with the World Ski & Snowboard Festival online, Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 

View this release online: http://wssf.com/news-releases  

The World Ski & Snowboard Festival (WSSF) is produced by Watermark Communications, a Whistler-
based event production & communications company, and presented in partnership with Tourism Whistler 
and Whistler Blackcomb. April 2015 will mark the 20th annual World Ski & Snowboard Festival and will 
celebrate how the event has grown over the years into the largest annual winter sports and music festival 
in North America. WSSF is a 10 day and night showcase of the best of snow sports, music, arts and 
mountain culture. Featuring major professional ski and snowboarding competitions, the largest annual 
free outdoor concert series in Canada, photography and film showcases, and spring skiing at Whistler 
Blackcomb, the World Ski & Snowboard Festival is the poster child for the ultimate ski and snowboard 
festival experience. In blazing the way for the youth of tomorrow, the World Ski & Snowboard Festival 
embodies the mantra: ‘Party in April. Sleep in May.’  
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MEDIA NOTES:   

Media Accreditation for the 2015 World Ski & Snowboard Festival is now open. To register for Media 
Accreditation please visit www.wssf.com/media-accreditation-form.  

The World Ski & Snowboard Festival is pleased to provide high resolution photographs available for 
editorial use. For more information, visit: www.wssf.com/WSSF-Media-Photos.  

http://wftda.com/rules
http://www.wssf.com
https://www.facebook.com/#!/WORLDSKISNOWBOARDFEST?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/wssf
http://www.oninstagram.com/profile/wssf
http://wssf.com/news-releases
http://www.wssf.com/media-accreditation-form
http://www.wssf.com/WSSF-Media-Photos


All World Ski & Snowboard Festival (WSSF) e-mail communications are sent by WSSF on behalf of 
Whistler Mountain Resort Limited Partnership, Blackcomb Skiing Enterprises Limited Partnership and 
Whistler Blackcomb Holdings. Whistler Blackcomb’s address is 4545 Blackcomb Way, Whistler, B.C., V0N 
1B4. If you wish to stop receiving emails from the World Ski & Snowboard Festival, please email 
wssf@whistlerblackcomb.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 
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