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The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, mandated by Congress through the Magnuson 
–Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (M-SFCMA), Conserves fish and fish 
habitat and Manages fisheries in federal waters of the US South Atlantic region.  The South 
Atlantic Council, through development of Federal Fishery Management Plans and regulations 
uses GIS to support spatial conservation and management including but not limited to 
designation of:  Marine Protected Areas; Special Management Zones; Coral Habitat Areas of 
Particular Concern; region wide or area specific gear restrictions and allowable gear areas; 
Essential Fish Habitat; and Essential Fish Habitat-Habitat Areas of Particular Concern. 
 
To enhance the move to ecosystem-based management by the Council and in the region, the 
Council has built in-house and online GIS capabilities using primarily ESRI products using Arc 
Editor GIS Desktop in-house and server software by FWRI to manage the online web services 
and developing South Atlantic Habitat and Ecosystem Atlas which will be using Arc Server 10.1.  
GIS issues for the Council and region include the ability to access and serve spatial information 
on fish habitat, fish species and fisheries in combination with land and ocean use and 
characterization information to better manage fisheries and conserve fish and fish habitat 
essential to federally managed species.  A challenge is building and using GIS information and 
system that will not only facilitate better management by the SAFMC but also provide the link to 
regional spatial information that will facilitate informed regional/State and Federal management 
of resources and information to regional partners including but not limited to fishermen, 
conservation organizations, the South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative, the 
Governors South Atlantic Alliance, the Southeast Aquatic Habitat Partnership, the Southeast 
Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association to name a few.  Building spatial tool capability 
online and inhouse and being able to link in greater numbers of related spatial information 
systems will be a challenge and opportunity.  Other challenges include better spatial 
representations of catch and fishing operation activity for both commercial and recreational 
fishing activities, combining and building on spatial presentation of benthic mapping in the 
region, better connecting fishery and oceanographic informational, expanding species based 
spatial information for all managed and prey and linking to land based information systems.  
 



 

 

 


