
     UNEXPECTED 
 Britt Sipe, Lead Pastor 

December 14th, 2025                                              An Unexpected Family 
Matthew 1:1-17 

 
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz 
the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,  
 

Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of 
Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.  
 

After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father 
of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Elihud, Elihud 
the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob 
the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called 
the Messiah. Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen 
from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 
Matthew 1:1–17 (NIV) 
 

OVERVIEW: Who are the unexpected people in Jesus’ family line? 
 
§ A line that includes women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 

Bathsheba (vv. 1-6) 
§ A line of “sinners”: Rehoboam, Manasseh, Jeconiah  

(vv. 7-11) 
§ A line of forgotten people. (vv. 12-17) 
 

Truths From the Unexpected Family of Jesus 
 
1. There’s a place in God’s family for  
 _______ ____ ____. Luke 7:47 
 
 
 
2. God is bigger than our __________. 
 

“God can draw a straight line with a crooked stick.” 
—Martin Luther 

 
 
3. God uses __________ people to accomplish 
 _______________ things. John 6:9 

 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
 
Since growth groups take December off, and because we believe that the 
sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our spiritual growth in ways 
teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to reach out weekly to 
someone and discuss the following - 
 
What stood out most from this message, and why? 
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This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz 
the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,  
 

Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of 
Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.  
 

After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father 
of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Elihud, Elihud 
the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob 
the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called 
the Messiah. Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen 
from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 
Matthew 1:1–17 (NIV) 
 

OVERVIEW: Who are the unexpected people in Jesus’ family line? 
 
§ A line that includes women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 

Bathsheba (vv. 1-6) 
§ A line of “sinners”: Rehoboam, Manasseh, Jeconiah  

(vv. 7-11) 
§ A line of forgotten people. (vv. 12-17) 
 

Truths From the Unexpected Family of Jesus 
 
1. There’s a place in God’s family for  
 each of us. Luke 7:47 
 
 
 
2. God is bigger than our failures. 
 

“God can draw a straight line with a crooked stick.” 
—Martin Luther 

 
 
3. God uses ordinary people to accomplish 
 extraordinary things. John 6:9 

 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
 
Since growth groups take December off, and because we believe that the 
sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our spiritual growth in ways 
teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to reach out weekly to 
someone and discuss the following - 
 
What stood out most from this message, and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


