
     UNEXPECTED 
 Britt Sipe, Lead Pastor 

December 7th, 2025                                                       An Unexpected King 
Luke 2:1-7 

 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town 
to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. 
Luke 2:1–7 (NIV) 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
Ø The grandeur of Caesar (vv. 1–3) 
 
Ø The unexpected grandeur of the Savior’s birth (vv. 4–7) 
 
 
 

What We Can Learn from the “Unexpected King.” 
 
1. Jesus’ birth redefines _____________.  

Matt 18:2-4; 20:26 
 
 
 
 
2. Jesus’ birth reveals grace in _____________ 

_________. John 8:1-11 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus’ birth __________ _____ _______.  

John 10:45 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join 
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.  
 
What stood out most from this message, and why? 
 
 
Luke presents Jesus’ birth in humility, contrasted with 
Caesar’s grandeur. Why do you think God chose to reveal His 
kingdom this way? How does this challenge our culture’s 
definitions of greatness today? 
 
 
 
The message talked about how grace can show up in 
unexpected ways in our lives. Where in your life have you 
seen God at work in ways that were surprising, subtle, or easy 
to overlook? 
 
 
 
 
The way Jesus entered the world was so countercultural. In 
what ways have you found it necessary to live 
counterculturally in response to his call, “Follow me?” 
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