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APRIL 11, 2021                           CAUSE & EFFECT 
            Ruth 1:1-5 

	
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem 
in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 
2The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons 
were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to 
Moab and lived there. 3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two 
sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had 
lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without 
her two sons and her husband. (Ruth 1:1-5, NIV) 
 
 

Ruth occurs during the time of _____ __________. 
 

Drivers of the Story: 
 

 
1. ___________. 
 
 
2. The ______ are __________ ______. 
 
 

Themes of Ruth: 
 
 
Ruth underscores the plight of ______________ 
and _____________. Lev 19:33-34; Deut 10:17-19 
 
 
 
 
Ruth exposes the ________ of ______________. 
 
 
Patriarchy is a social system that privileges men over women. 
 
 
 
 
Ruth reveals the _______ ______ of God in 
action. Ruth 1:8; 2:20; 3:10 
 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
talk about your answers to the following questions: 
 
 
What thought from the message was most helpful to you? 
 
 
 
 
What thought from the message was most challenging to you? 
 
 
 
 
What are the “drivers of your story” and how have they 
affected your life today? 
 
 
 
 
How is God calling you to respond to the message? 
 
 
 
 
What questions remain for you about Ruth? 
 
 
 
 
 
What would you like the group to join you in praying about? 
 
 
 
For more on Ruth: 
§ Finding God in the Margins. Carolyn Custis James 
§ The New International Commentary on the Old Testament: Ruth. 

Robert L. Hubbard Jr. 
§ Be Committed: Ruth/Esther. Warren Wiersbe. 
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Ruth occurs during the time of THE JUDGES. 
 

Drivers of the Story: 
 

 
1. FAMINE. 
 
 
2. The MEN are WIPED OUT. 
 
 

Themes of Ruth: 
 
 
Ruth underscores the plight of IMMIGRANTS 
and REFUGEES. Lev 19:33-34; Deut 10:17-19 
 
 
 
 
Ruth exposes the EFFECTS of PATRIARCHY. 
 
 
Patriarchy is a social system that privileges men over women. 
 
 
 
 
Ruth reveals the LOYAL LOVE of God in 
action. Ruth 1:8; 2:20; 3:10 
 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Talking through the message during the week can really help clarify the things that God is 
teaching you and let others learn from your experiences. Get with someone this week and 
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