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September 71, 2025 Sins of the Heart

Romans 2:1-29

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else,
for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself,
because you who pass judgment do the same things. Now we know that
God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So
when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the
same things, do you think you will escape God'’s judgment? Or do you show
contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?
Romans 2:1-4 (NIV)

OVERVIEW

A turnabout. 2:1-4
God'’s judgment is impartial. 2:5-11
Religious activity doesn’t equal righteousness. 2:13-29

YV V

Allowing the Gospel to Reframe Our View of Sin

1. Get out of the moral game.
Luke 18:9-14; Titus 3:5

2. Turn comparison into
Matt 7:4-5; Rom 2:1

3. Talk less;

Pro 10:19; Rom 2:4; James 1:19

TALK IT OVER

Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.

What stood out most in the message to you?

Why do you think Paul turns his attention from obvious sins
(Romans 1) to hidden, internal sins in chapter 27 How does
this shift challenge our typical views of what sin looks like?

“Sins of the heart” can be more socially acceptable but just as
dangerous. Which internal attitudes (e.g., pride, comparison,
cynicism) do you think Christians most commonly overlook in
themselves—and why?

How have you seen moral comparison play out in the Christian
community? How can we practice humility instead of
comparison in our relationships?

Paul says real transformation happens “by the Spirit, not by
the written code” (Rom. 2:29). What's the difference between
trying to change through effort versus trusting the Spirit? Can
you share a time when the Spirit worked a transformation in
you?

In today’s loud culture—especially online—how can we reflect
God's kindness in a way that leads others to repentance
rather than defensiveness?

GIVE (DONATE)
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You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else,
for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself,
because you who pass judgment do the same things. Now we know that
God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So
when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the
same things, do you think you will escape God'’s judgment? Or do you show
contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?
Romans 2:1-4 (NIV)

OVERVIEW

A turnabout. 2:1-4
God'’s judgment is impartial. 2:5-11
Religious activity doesn’t equal righteousness. 2:13-29

YV V

Allowing the Gospel to Reframe Our View of Sin

1. Get out of the moral comparison game.
Luke 18:9-14; Titus 3:5

2. Turn comparison into confession.
Matt 7:4-5; Rom 2:1

3. Talk less; smile more.
Pro 10:19; Rom 2:4; James 1:19

TALK IT OVER

Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.

What stood out most in the message to you?

Why do you think Paul turns his attention from obvious sins
(Romans 1) to hidden, internal sins in chapter 27 How does
this shift challenge our typical views of what sin looks like?

“Sins of the heart” can be more socially acceptable but just as
dangerous. Which internal attitudes (e.g., pride, comparison,
cynicism) do you think Christians most commonly overlook in
themselves—and why?

How have you seen moral comparison play out in the Christian
community? How can we practice humility instead of
comparison in our relationships?

Paul says real transformation happens “by the Spirit, not by
the written code” (Rom. 2:29). What's the difference between
trying to change through effort versus trusting the Spirit? Can
you share a time when the Spirit worked a transformation in
you?

In today’s loud culture—especially online—how can we reflect
God's kindness in a way that leads others to repentance
rather than defensiveness?
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