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June 1st, 2025                                                             Jesus Prays for Unity 
John 17 

 
“My prayer is not for them [the disciples] alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the 
glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—I in them 
and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the 
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.” 
John 17:20-23 
 

 
OVERVIEW 

 
 

Ø A prayer to bring glory to God. John 17:1-8 
 
Ø A prayer for the disciples. John 17:9-19 

 
Sanctified: to live a life so aligned with God’s purposes 
that it reflects who He is 

 
Ø A prayer for future believers. John 17:20-26 
 
 

Some Thoughts to Consider: 
 
1. Christian unity is ___________.  

John 17:22; Rom 14:1; 1Tim 6:4-5; James 3:14-16 
 
 
 
2. Christian unity is only possible  

through __________. Gen 1:27 
 
 
 
3. Christian unity ________ _______ _______ to  

the world. John 17:20-23 
 
 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join 
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.  
 
 
What stood out most in the message to you regarding 
something that you learned, challenged you, or that you 
disagreed with? And, in what ways can you see these truths 
being lived out in your relationships and life this week? 
 
 
Read John 17 and note things that stand out to you. Share 
some of those with the group. 
 
 
Share with the group a time when someone prayed for you 
and it really made an impact on you. How does it impact you 
to think that Jesus’ prayer was also for you? 
 
Do you believe unity is essential today? Why? What other 
scriptures support your view? 
 
 
Read John 17:16-18. What does it mean to “sanctify?” What 
effect does Scripture have on our sanctification? Why do you 
think sanctification is important for a believer? 
 
 
Describe a time when it’s been hard for you to maintain unity. 
What kinds of things test your unity? What are the outer 
boundaries of unity for you? How does humility affect how we 
both hold scriptural convictions but pursue unity? 
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