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July 71, 2024 Friending Your QOikos

Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed.
0If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who
falls alone is in real trouble.'Likewise, two people lying close together can
keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? '?A person
standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-
back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not
easily broken.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT)

“Oikos” is translated:
» House Mark 2:15
» Household Acts 16:15
» Community Mark 5:19
» Comfortability eph3:17

“Your oikos is a group of eight to fifteen people with whom you share life
most closely, your sphere of greatest influence.”
—Tom Mercer: 8 to 15, The World Is Smaller Than You Think

Three Friends Every Person Needs in Their Oikos:

Samuel: A friend who
1Sam 16:1-13

As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.
Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)

Jonathan: A friend who
. 1Sam 18:1-9; 23:15-16

Encourage one another and build each other up
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV)

Nathan: A friend who
2Sam 12:1-13

Speak the truth in love
Ephesians 4:15 (NIV)

For The Discouraged:

1. Don’t
2. Be the
3. Be the

Friending is about how offering ourselves in relationship may be
one of the most profound actions we can take in our spiritual formation and in shaping others.

TALK IT OVER

Since growth groups take the summer off and because we believe that the
sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our spiritual growth in ways
teaching alone cannot, we encourage you to reach out weekly to someone
and discuss the following —

Five people in my oikos:

SAEE A

What work do | need to do in my oikos? How am | influencing my friends?
How am | allowing them to speak into my life?

GIVE (DONATE) CHILDREN'S MIN.
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Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)
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