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24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands 
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.”  
John 20:24–25 (NIV) 
 
Doubt doesn’t lock us out of faith – it’s often the ________ to it. 
 

What Do We Know About Thomas? 
 
§ He was one of the __________.  
§ He may have been a _______. John 11:16 
§ He’s best known not for the things he said, but for his 

______________. John 14:4 
 
What Do We See About Thomas’ Character or Story? 
 
§ Thomas is _________. John 11:16 
§ He’s honest about his _____________. 
§ He struggles to believe what he can’t _________. John 20:25 
§ He wants his own faith, not _______________ faith. 
 
How Did Jesus Shape Thomas? 
 
§ Jesus _____ _____ in his doubt. John 20:27 
§ Jesus gave him what he needed to believe but then called 

him into ______________ _____________. John 20:29 
§ Jesus led him to a ____________ confession and 

____________ faith. John 20:28 
 
What Does This Mean for Us? 
 
1. Instead of hiding doubts, ________ them - and 

________ them to Jesus. Mark 9:22-24 
 
 
2. Don’t __________ during times of struggle. 
 
 
3. Don’t settle for ____________ faith. Mark 28-29; Rom 10:9 

 
 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot. Since our small groups are 
on break during the summer, we encourage you to meet up with someone 
this week and ask: 
 
What is one thing I’ve learned from the life of Thomas? 
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the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands 
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
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John 20:24–25 (NIV) 
 
Doubt doesn’t lock us out of faith – it’s often the doorway to it. 

 

What Do We Know About Thomas? 
 
§ He was one of the Twelve.  
§ He may have been a twin. John 11:16 
§ He’s best known not for the things he said, but for his 

questions. John 14:4 
 
What Do We See About Thomas’ Character or Story? 
 
§ Thomas is loyal. John 11:16 
§ He’s honest about his confusion. 
§ He struggles to believe what he can’t verify. John 20:25 
§ He wants his own faith, not borrowed faith. 
 
How Did Jesus Shape Thomas? 
 
§ Jesus met him in his doubt. John 20:27 
§ Jesus gave him what he needed to believe but then called 

him into something greater. John 20:29 
§ Jesus led him to a deeper confession and stronger faith. 

John 20:28 
 
What Does This Mean for Us? 
 
1. Instead of hiding doubts, engage them - and bring 
 them to Jesus. Mark 9:22-24 
 
 
2. Don’t isolate during times of struggle. 
 
 
3. Don’t settle for secondhand faith. Mark 28-29; Rom 10:9 

 
 

 
TALK IT OVER 

 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot. Since our small groups are 
on break during the summer, we encourage you to meet up with someone 
this week and ask: 
 
What is one thing I’ve learned from the life of Thomas? 
 
 
 
 

 
 


