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But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV) 
 

Ecclesiology: The study of the ___________. 
 
The Church is both a ________________ of God’s people and 
a _______________ of God’s people. Gal 1:2; Heb 12:23 
 
The Church began at _____________. Acts 2:1; 20:7 
 
The Church is called to be a ___________________ community 
of faith that ____________ God’s glory to the world. Acts 2:42-47 
 
The Church is both an ________________ and an 
_____________. Acts 1:8; 1Cor 14:40 
 

Marks of a New Testament Church 
 

§ Gospel mission Matt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; 1Tim 1:15 
§ Defined leadership Eph 1:22; Titus 1:5 
§ Administer the sacraments of baptism and communion. Matt 28:19; 

1Cor 11:23-26 
§ Teaching of sound doctrine Acts 6:4 
§ Care of its members Acts 6:1-6 
§ Utilization of spiritual gifts 1Cor 14:12 
 
 

Jesus was the ________ to use ecclesia  
in an explicitly Christian sense. Matt 16:18; 18:17 

 
Why does Ecclesiology matter? 

 
The Church is integral to our new __________. 
 
The Church is a place of new ______________. Eph 2:19 
 
The Church is the platform for our new __________.  
Eph 3:10 

 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
 
Since growth groups take the summer off, and because we believe that 
the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our spiritual growth in ways 
teaching alone cannot, we encourage you to reach out weekly to someone 
and discuss the following: 
 
 
In what ways did the message about Ecclesiology give you a 
new appreciation for the church? 
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But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV) 
 

Ecclesiology: The study of the church. 
 
The Church is both a description of God’s people and a 
gathering of God’s people. Gal 1:2; Heb 12:23 
 
The Church began at Pentecost. Acts 2:1; 20:7 
 
The Church is called to be a transformative community of faith 
that declares God’s glory to the world. Acts 2:42-47 
 
The Church is both an organization and an organism. 
Acts 1:8; 1Cor 14:40 
 

Marks of a New Testament Church 
 

§ Gospel mission Matt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; 1Tim 1:15 
§ Defined leadership Eph 1:22; Titus 1:5 
§ Administer the sacraments of baptism and communion. Matt 28:19; 

1Cor 11:23-26 
§ Teaching of sound doctrine Acts 6:4 
§ Care of its members Acts 6:1-6 
§ Utilization of spiritual gifts 1Cor 14:12 
 
 

Jesus was the first to use ecclesia  
in an explicitly Christian sense. Matt 16:18; 18:17 

 
Why does Ecclesiology matter? 

 
The Church is integral to our new identity. 
 
The Church is a place of new belonging. Eph 2:19 
 
The Church is the platform for our new purpose.  
Eph 3:10 

 
 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
 
Since growth groups take the summer off, and because we believe that 
the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our spiritual growth in ways 
teaching alone cannot, we encourage you to reach out weekly to someone 
and discuss the following: 
 
 
In what ways did the message about Ecclesiology give you a 
new appreciation for the church? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


