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1 Corinthians 2:12-16 

 
What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.13This 
is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words 
taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 
words.14The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 
from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.15The 
person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person 
is not subject to merely human judgments, 16for, “Who has known the mind 
of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
1Cor 2:12-16 (NIV) 
 

You can believe Christian truths 
without having your _________ ____________ by Christ. 

 
OVERVIEW 
 
§ Two kinds of wisdom. (vv. 6-8) 
 
§ God’s wisdom is only understood through his Spirit.  

(vv.9-13) 
 
§ Only the Spirit can reveal the mind of Christ. (vv.14-16) 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
1. We must pay attention to what is 
 “_____________” us. Mark 8:15 
 
 
 
2. We must stop confusing ______________  

with formation. Matt 23:24; Luke 11:52; 1Cor 8:1 
 
 
 
3. We must continually bring our hearts back 
 under the _____________ of Jesus. 
 
 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join 
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.  
 
 
Have you ever been fooled by an optical illusion, magic trick, 
or misunderstanding where what you thought you were seeing 
turned out to be something completely different? What 
happened? 
 
Paul teaches that we can view life through either the wisdom 
of the age or the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 2:6-16). 
What are some common messages our culture teaches about 
success, happiness, identity, or significance? How do those 
messages differ from the wisdom of Jesus? 
 
One application from the message was: "We must pay 
attention to what is discipling us." What influences do you 
think shape people's thinking most today (social media, news, 
friends, family, work culture, entertainment, etc.)? Which of 
those influences do you think has the strongest impact on you 
personally? 
 
The Corinthians knew a lot about God, but Paul says they 
were still spiritually immature. Why do you think it's possible to 
know a lot about the Bible and still not become more like 
Jesus? What practices or experiences have helped God's 
truth move from your head to your heart? 
 
Paul ends by saying, "We have the mind of Christ." (v.16) 
As you think about your current season of life, where do you 
most need to view things through the lens of Christ rather than 
the lens of fear, pride, anger, cultural pressure, or self-
interest? What might that look like practically this week? 
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What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.13This 
is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words 
taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 
words.14The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 
from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.15The 
person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person 
is not subject to merely human judgments, 16for, “Who has known the mind 
of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
1Cor 2:12-16 (NIV) 
 

You can believe Christian truths 
without having your mind shaped by Christ. 

 
OVERVIEW 
 
§ Two kinds of wisdom. (vv. 6-8) 
 
§ God’s wisdom is only understood through his Spirit.  

(vv.9-13) 
 
§ Only the Spirit can reveal the mind of Christ. (vv.14-16) 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
1. We must pay attention to what is 
 “discipling” us. Mark 8:15 
 
 
 
2. We must stop confusing information with 
 formation. Matt 23:24; Luke 11:52; 1Cor 8:1 
 
 
 
3. We must continually bring our hearts back 
 under the influence of Jesus. 
 
 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join 
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.  
 
 
Have you ever been fooled by an optical illusion, magic trick, 
or misunderstanding where what you thought you were seeing 
turned out to be something completely different? What 
happened? 
 
Paul teaches that we can view life through either the wisdom 
of the age or the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 2:6-16). 
What are some common messages our culture teaches about 
success, happiness, identity, or significance? How do those 
messages differ from the wisdom of Jesus? 
 
One application from the message was: "We must pay 
attention to what is discipling us." What influences do you 
think shape people's thinking most today (social media, news, 
friends, family, work culture, entertainment, etc.)? Which of 
those influences do you think has the strongest impact on you 
personally? 
 
The Corinthians knew a lot about God, but Paul says they 
were still spiritually immature. Why do you think it's possible to 
know a lot about the Bible and still not become more like 
Jesus? What practices or experiences have helped God's 
truth move from your head to your heart? 
 
Paul ends by saying, "We have the mind of Christ." (v.16) 
As you think about your current season of life, where do you 
most need to view things through the lens of Christ rather than 
the lens of fear, pride, anger, cultural pressure, or self-
interest? What might that look like practically this week? 
 
 
 

 


