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1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 
And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not 
come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony 
about God. 2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3I came to you in weakness with great fear 
and trembling. 4My message and my preaching were not with wise and 
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that 
your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (NIV) 
 

The gospel invites us to place our confidence in Christ, 
not in the things that typically make us feel secure. 

 
OVERVIEW 
 
§ Paul didn’t come to impress. (vv.1-2) 
 
§ Paul’s confidence wasn’t in himself. (v. 3) 
 
§ God’s power is seen most clearly through dependence. 

(vv.4-5) 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
1. We must be careful not to place ultimate 

confidence in things ________ ______ 
________. Matt 7:24-27 

 
 
 
2. God often uses our ________________ to 

reveal what we’re really trusting. 2Cor 12:9 
 
 
 
3. The Spirit can do what ________ ________ 

never can. 
 
 
 

 
 

TALK IT OVER 
 
Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our 
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join a 
small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.  
 
 
If you could instantly become an expert in one thing—without 
having to study, practice, or work at it—what would it be and 
why? 
 
 
Paul says he came to Corinth determined to know 
"nothing...except Jesus Christ and him crucified." What do you 
think he meant by that? Why would that message have sounded 
weak or foolish to many people in Corinth? 
 
 
Paul admits that he came to Corinth "in weakness with great 
fear and trembling." How does that challenge your assumptions 
about what courage or spiritual maturity looks like? 
 
 
The message suggested that we often place our confidence in 
things like money, success, politics, education, relationships, 
or even religious leaders because we're looking for something 
deeper—security, significance, certainty, control, or approval. 
Which of those do you most often find yourself looking for, and 
where are you tempted to seek it apart from Christ? 
 
 
Think about a current challenge, fear, disappointment, or area 
of weakness in your life. How might God be using that situation 
to reveal where your confidence rests—and what would it look 
like to depend more fully on God's power rather than your own? 
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