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The Surprising Wisdom of the Gospel
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV)

The Cross confronts both religious
and secular -

OVERVIEW

= The divide the Cross creates. (vw18-21)

= (God’s salvation looks different than the world expected.
(vw22-25)

=  “Corinthians, take stock of yourselves.” (vw26-29)

= Christis all. (vw30-31)

IMPLICATIONS

1. We must resist allowing to define
what are values are. rom 12:2

2. The Cross confronts our and -

. 1Cor 5:2; 6:12

“It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes
men as angels.”
—Augustine. Letter 118.

3. God often works through what the world
. 2Cor 12:9

TALK IT OVER

Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.

What's something our culture tells people they need in order
to be “successful” or “significant”? Have you ever personally
felt pressure from that?

Paul says the cross looks “foolish” to many people. Why do
you think the message of a crucified Savior still feels strange,
weak, or offensive in today’s culture?

In what ways do you think Christians today can slowly begin
“thinking more like Corinthians than Christians”? Where do you
see cultural values pressuring believers the most right now?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:30 again. Which word stands out to you
most right now—wisdom, righteousness, holiness, or
redemption—and why?

Paul reminds the Corinthians that God often works through
ordinary and overlooked people. How does that encourage or
challenge you personally in this season of life?

GIVE (DONATE)
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For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV)

The Cross confronts both religious pride
and secular self-sufficiency.

OVERVIEW
= The divide the Cross creates. (vw18-21)

= (God’s salvation looks different than the world expected.
(vw22-25)

=  “Corinthians, take stock of yourselves.” (vw26-29)

= Christis all. (vw30-31)

IMPLICATIONS

1. We must resist allowing culture to define
what are values are. rom 12:2

2. The Cross confronts our pride and self-
sufficiency. 1cors:2: 6:12

“It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes
men as angels.”
—Augustine. Letter 118.

3. God often works through what the world
overlooks. 2cor 12:9

TALK IT OVER

Because we believe that the sharing of our ideas and beliefs enhances our
spiritual growth in ways teaching alone cannot - we encourage you to join
a small group at Sunridge and discuss some of the following questions.

What's something our culture tells people they need in order
to be “successful” or “significant”? Have you ever personally
felt pressure from that?

Paul says the cross looks “foolish” to many people. Why do
you think the message of a crucified Savior still feels strange,
weak, or offensive in today’s culture?

In what ways do you think Christians today can slowly begin
“thinking more like Corinthians than Christians”? Where do you
see cultural values pressuring believers the most right now?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:30 again. Which word stands out to you
most right now—wisdom, righteousness, holiness, or
redemption—and why?

Paul reminds the Corinthians that God often works through
ordinary and overlooked people. How does that encourage or
challenge you personally in this season of life?
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